
As the days grow shorter 
and autumn settles in, it’s 
a good time to shine a light 
on a topic that can feel 
mysterious: your credit 
score.  

For many, credit can feel 
confusing or even intimi-
dating but understanding 
how it works and why it 
matters can be an impor-
tant step toward strength-
ening your financial health 
journey. 

Credit score and financial journey 
Your credit score is a 

three-digit number used by 
lenders, landlords, insur-
ance companies, mobile 
phone providers, and fi-
nancial institutions to as-
sess your reliability. A 
higher score can help you 
qualify for lower interest 
rates and better loan 
terms, saving you money 
in interest and making it 
easier to achieve major fi-
nancial goals such as 
buying a home or car. 

Establishing good credit 
means building a record of 
responsible usage. Using 

Testing window tint will no longer be a part of 
North Carolina vehicle inspections as of Dec. 1. 

It means cars with illegal tints will be able to pass 
inspection and update registration with no issue, but 
the law has not changed. The legal limit is 32%, 
which measures the visibility to see in and out of the 
vehicle. Anything lower is considered too dark, 
which causes concern for not only driver safety, but 
law enforcement as well. 

“If a police officer is approaching a car and they 
cannot see through those windows ten that police 
officer must treat that traffic stops in a completely 
different manner than they would if they could have 
seen in the car clearly and that is normally where all 
your social media videos come from,” said Sunny 
Williamson, a vehicle inspector instructor at Ala-
mance County Community College and chairman of 
the Burlington police civilian advisory team for two 
years. 

“These cops are all acting bad and duh duh duh. 
Well, you put them in that situation, right?” 

Williamson is relieved about the change’s impact 
on inspectors. 

“We are not here to enforce the window tint law. 
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There’s no time for the 
holiday travel ouchies

Holiday travel is tricky enough 
without dealing with injury or 
sickness. 

Nothing is worse than looking 
forward to spending time with 
family during the holiday season 
and wind up sick or nursing an in-
jury due to travel. Nicole Vital with 
Novant Health offered a few tips 
and tricks for when travel tries to 
get you down during the holidays. 

1. Make sure to stretch periodi-
cally on long road trips or flights 

As odd as it sounds, the pro-
longed hours of sitting during 
long trips in the car or even flights 
cause stiffness in joints and mus-
cles in the body. Studies have 
shown that it could even cause a 
serious condition such as deep 
vein thrombosis. 

“Deep vein thrombosis, or a DVT 
is the shortened medical acronym 
that you’ll see for a blood clot that 
is in the large vessels or large 
veins in the legs,” Vital said. “If 
they migrate to the lungs, which is 
the most common place they mi-
grate to, then they become pul-
monary embolisms or PES.”  

PES can be fatal if not treated im-
mediately. Clots that form in the 
legs often develop from prolonged 
hours of sitting. 

“If we sit or even lay down for 
extended periods of time, you run 
the risk of blood pooling in your 
lower legs,” Vital said. … “But 
some things you can do to make 
sure you don’t get clots are to 
move around. … If you’re on a 
plane, going to the bathroom or 
just simply walking back and forth 
to the bathroom will help keep the 
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The holidays are prime time for travel across the United States – as well as injuries and illness.

Turn over a new financial leaf with these 
strategies to build credit score success

your credit card and pay-
ing your bill on time dem-
onstrates financial 
responsibility to lenders. 
On the other hand, missing 
payment deadlines or not 

blood circulating. If you’re in the 
car, make sure to take breaks oc-
casionally, go to the bathroom, 
take laps in the park, go to the gas 
station or grocery store. Anything 
you can do to move around and 
not stay seated would be really 
helpful.” 

2. Keep clean by washing hands, 
breathing moist air and staying so-
cially distanced from others sick 

On top of muscle soreness from 
traveling, another common ail-
ment is colds, the flu or even 
COVID-19. Making sure to steer 
clear of people that are sick and 
keeping a healthy home are criti-
cal during the dry, cold holiday 
months. 

“First off, social distancing is 
helpful,” Vital said. “Making sure 
that you’re staying away from 

Roll with it: Tint 
inspections on 
the way out
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Toss milk-based products for holiday desserts with a dairy-forward approach
Holiday desserts set the 

stage for seasonal delight 
and add a touch of joy to 
gatherings.  

From festive cookies to 
indulgent dips, these deli-
cious desserts bring 
people together to create 
memories that will last a 
lifetime. 

If you’re looking to im-
press guests, Santa cookies 
are the ultimate treat. 
Made with Maple Hill 
Salted Butter, they’re rich, 
soft and full of festive 
spirit. For a unique twist, 
try Gingerbread Dip, fea-
turing vanilla Greek yogurt 
made with 100% grass-fed 
organic milk.  

Whether you’re hosting 
or deciding what to bring 

to the potluck, Maple Hill’s 
100% grass-fed organic 
dairy makes it easy to whip 
up desserts that are as 
wholesome as they are de-
licious. Rich in nutrients 
and free from GMOs, hor-
mones and antibiotics, 
each product comes from 
farms that prioritize regen-
erative practices as nature 
intended. With a 40% 
healthier ratio of omega 3:6 
and 40% higher levels of 
CLA fatty acids compared 
to traditional organic dairy, 
you can feel good about 
sweet treats at the holiday 
table. 

To find more recipes, 
visit MapleHill.com. 

Santa cookies 
Yield: 14 cookies 
1 cup (2 sticks) Maple Hill 

Salted Butter, at room tem-
perature 

1/2 cup brown sugar 
1 tablespoon vanilla ex-

tract 
1 large egg, at room tem-

perature 
2 1/4 cups all-purpose 

flour 
1/4 teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon red food col-

oring 
mini chocolate chips 
mini red chocolate-

coated candies 
Frosting: 
1/2 cup (1 stick) Maple 

Hill Salted Butter, at room 
temperature 

4 ounces cream cheese, 
at room temperature 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
2 1/2 cups powdered 

sugar 

Preheat oven to 350 F and 
line two baking sheets with 
parchment paper. 

In large mixing bowl, beat 
butter, sugar and vanilla 
until light and fluffy. Add 
egg and beat until com-
bined. Add flour and salt; 
mix until dough begins to 
form ball. 

Remove 1 cup dough and 
set aside. Add red food col-
oring to remaining dough. 

From red cookie dough, 
make one 1-inch ball and 
five 1/2-inch balls. From 
plain cookie dough, make 
one 3/4-inch ball and five 
1/4-inch balls.  

On prepared baking 
sheet, place red 1-inch ball 
and gently flatten until 
1/2-inch thick. Attach four 
red 1/2-inch balls for arms 

SHUTTERSTOCK

Get an early jump on Christmas baking with Santa cookies.

meeting the minimum 
amount due can negatively 
impact your score. 

Factors behind your credit score 
Credit scores typically 

range from 300 to 850. The 

better your score, the more 
options you may have with 
lenders. Here’s what 
usually influences your 
score: 

FAMILY FEATURES  

Please see HOLIDAY | 2B
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Your credit score is the result of factors including payment history and credit utilization.

LINGSHANG TECHNOLOGY

Starting Dec. 1, North Carolina will no longer inspect tint on 
vehicle windows, although the law is still in force.

Please see THERE’S NO | 2B

and legs. Attach plain 3/4-
inch ball for head and 
gently flatten until 1/2-

inch thick.  
Attach plain 1/4-inch 

Please see ROLL | 2B

Please see TURN| 2B

If you’re looking to give your home a fresh look 
without a full-scale remodel, an accent wall might be 
an ideal solution.  

Whether you’re craving bold color or rich texture, 
an accent wall can instantly add personality and vi-
sual interest with minimal effort. 

Consider these ideas to spark your imagination: 
Bold paint colors 
Sometimes the simplest option can be a fresh coat 

of paint. Whether you choose a deep, dramatic color 
like burgundy, navy or emerald green or opt for 
more playful vibes with teal or mustard shades, pair 
your accent wall with neutral decor for a balanced, 
stylish look. 

Geometric designs 
For a modern architectural look, use wood trim or 

molding to create a geometric pattern such as chev-
ron or herringbone. Paint the trim the same color as 
the wall for subtle texture or use contrasting tones 
for a bolder statement. 

Stone or brick accents 
Exposed brick and stone can bring natural beauty 

and timeless appeal that pair beautifully with wood 
beams, modern furniture and industrial lighting. Use 

Transform home’s 
interior space with 
an accent wall
FAMILY FEATURES
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Here are tips to maintain the best condition while making rounds
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real stone for authenticity or opt for ve-
neer panels for quick and easy installa-
tion. 

Built-in shelving 
Combine function and style with a 

statement storage area. Built-in shelves 
filled with books, plants and curated 
decor can become the heart of a living 
room or home office. 

Wall of art 
Whether you opt for a hand-painted 

mural or a variety of prints in different 
shapes, sizes and frames, artwork can tell 
a story or set the mood for a room. Try a 
floral motif for softness, a skyline for 
urban flair or abstract pieces for modern 
drama. 

Find more ideas to personalize your liv-
ing space at eLivingtoday.com. 

Continued from page 1B

Change interior with accent wall

SHUTTERSTOCK

An accent wall goes a long way in transforming and personalizing a home’s interior space.

• Payment history: Con-
sistently paying bills on 
time has a positive impact, 
while late or missed pay-
ments can lower your 
score. 

• Credit utilization: Using 
a smaller portion of your 
total available credit is 
better for your score; high 
balances relative to your 
total credit limits can be a 
negative factor. 

• Total debt: Lower over-
all debt is viewed more fa-
vorably, while carrying 
high debt can reduce your 
score. 

• Types of credit ac-
counts: Having a mix of 
credit accounts, such as 
credit cards, auto loans, 
and mortgages, can 
strengthen your score. 

• Length of credit his-
tory: A longer track record 
of responsible credit use 
contributes positively to 
your score. 

• Recent credit applica-

tions: Applying for new 
credit  can temporarily 
lower your score. 

• Credit inquiries. Soft in-
quiries, like checking your 
own credit or receiving 
pre-approved offers, don’t 
affect your score. Hard in-
quiries, such as applying 
for a loan or credit card, 
may lower your score 
slightly, but the impact 
fades over time and drops 
off your report after two 
years. 

If your credit score is on 
the lower end, don’t 
worry—there are steps you 
can take to help improve it. 

Credit smart habits  
• Pay your bills on time. 

Payment history is an im-
portant factor when it 
comes to calculating your 
credit score. If you struggle 
with meeting payment 
deadlines, consider setting 
reminders or enrolling in 
autopay. 

• Pay down your debt. 
Your credit utilization—

meaning the size of your 
card balance—is the sec-
ond biggest factor in most 
credit scoring models. 
Create a plan to pay down 
high-interest debt first. 

• Monitor your credit 
with Chase Credit Journey. 
Regularly checking your 
credit report can help you 
spot areas of improvement 
and fix errors.  

Chase Credit Journey is a 
free tool that lets you mon-
itor your score without im-
pacting it, and provides 
alerts if your personal in-
formation is exposed in a 
data breach. It’s free for ev-
eryone, no Chase account 
required. 

Turn credit concerns into wins 
Building credit doesn’t 

have to be spooky and 
mysterious. With patience 
and smart financial habits, 
you can improve your 
score and unlock financial 
opportunities. This fall, 
take steps to understand 
and strengthen your credit.

Continued from page 1B

Turn over a new financial leaf: 
Strategies to build credit score
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CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION

The Centers For Disease Control and Prevention’s new anti-vaccination guidance on autism is spark-
ing pushback in the medical community.

The rewriting of a page 
on the CDC’s website to as-
sert the false claim that 
vaccines may cause autism 
sparked a torrent of anger 
and anguish from doctors, 
scientists, and parents who 
say Health and Human 
Services Secretary Robert 
F. Kennedy Jr. is wrecking 
the credibility of an agency 
they’ve long relied on for 
unbiased scientific ev-
idence. 

Many scientists and pub-
lic health officials fear that 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention’s 
website, which now base-
lessly claims that health 
authorities previously ig-
nored evidence of a vac-
cine-autism link, 
foreshadows a larger, dan-
gerous attack on childhood 
vaccination. 

“This isn’t over,” said 
Helen Tager-Flusberg, a 
professor emerita of psy-
chology and brain science 
at Boston University. She 
noted that Kennedy hired 
several longtime anti-vac-
cine activists and research-
ers to review vaccine 
safety at the CDC. Their 
study is due soon, she said. 

“They’re massaging the 

What to know about the CDC’s 
baseless guidance on autism

data, and the outcome is 
going to be, ‘We will show 
you that vaccines do cause 
autism,’” said Tager-Flus-
berg, who leads an advo-
cacy group of more than 
320 autism scientists con-
cerned about Kennedy’s 
actions. 

Kennedy’s handpicked 
vaccine advisory commit-
tee is set to meet next 
month to discuss whether 
to abandon recommenda-
tions that babies receive a 
dose of the hepatitis B vac-
cine within hours of birth 
and make other changes to 
the CDC-approved vaccina-
tion schedule. Kennedy 
has claimed — falsely, 
scientists say — that vac-
cine ingredients cause con-
ditions like asthma and 
peanut allergies, in ad-
dition to autism. 

The revised CDC web-
page will be used to sup-
port efforts to ditch most 
childhood vaccines, said 
Angela Rasmussen, a virol-
ogist at the University of 
Saskatchewan and co-edi-
tor-in-chief of the journal 
Vaccine. “It will be cited as 
evidence, even though it’s 
completely invented,” she 
said. 

Kennedy personally or-
dered the website’s alter-

ation, he told The New 
York Times. The CDC’s de-
velopmental disability 
group was not asked for 
input on the changes, said 
Abigail Tighe, executive di-
rector of the National Pub-
lic Health Coalition, a 
group that includes cur-
rent and former staffers at 
the CDC and HHS. 

Scientists ridiculed the 
site’s declaration that 
studies “have not ruled out 
the possibility that infant 
vaccines cause autism.” 
While upward of 25 large 
studies have shown no link 
between vaccines and au-
tism, it is scientifically im-
possible to prove a 
negative, said David Man-
dell, director of the Center 
for Autism Research at 
Children’s Hospital of Phil-
adelphia. 

The webpage’s new 
statement that “studies 
supporting a link have 
been ignored by health au-
thorities” apparently refers 
to work by vaccine oppo-
nent David Geier and his 
father, Mark, who died in 
March, Mandell said. Their 
research has been widely 
repudiated and even ridi-
culed. David Geier is one of 
the outside experts Ken-

By Arthur Allen 
KFF HEALTH NEWS 

Please see WHAT | 3B

people you know are sick is obviously 
helpful. I’d also recommend humidi-
fied air. The reason why viruses 
spread so easily in this part of the 
year is because of dry, cold air. When 
our houses get cold, it drops the am-
bient humidity in our homes. So, toss-
ing in a little humidity by running a 
clean humidifier and using saline to 
moisten our nasal passages is help-
ful.” 

Vital also suggests staying up to 
date on vaccinations. 

“Getting yearly vaccines is impor-
tant,” she said. “The COVID-19 vac-
cine, influenza vaccine and even RSV 
can help prevent those viral illnesses. 
These help decrease the amount of 
time you are symptomatic and also 
decreases the risk of hospitalization, 
which could lead to missing work and 
school.” 

3. Prioritize healthy sleep habits 
Most Americans have sleep sched-

ules that don’t align with proper 
amounts of time for the body to rest. 
Add in the holiday craziness of travel 
and keeping up with work or school 
can also hinder sleeping habits 
further. 

Vital emphasized the importance of 

making sure during the holidays mak-
ing sure to get the appropriate 
amount of sleep. 

“Sleep is the way for our body to re-
cover, our brain to rest, and I think 
part of good sleep is just discussing 
how to get there,” Vital said. “All of us 
are staring at computer screens or 
phones and even TVs. With that, a lot 
of folks can’t unwind. You’re staring 
at blue light all day. Our brain secretes 
something called melatonin that helps 
us sleep. If you’re staring at blue light, 
your brain doesn’t recognize it’s 
dark.” 

The blue light our brains take in hin-
ders the process of melatonin produc-
tion.  

“Shutting off some of these devices 
that emit blue light will be helpful,” 
Vital said. “About two hours before 
you go to bed, have a nighttime rou-
tine. We think about it for our chil-
dren, but with adults, we brush our 
teeth, might get into bed and scroll on 
Instagram, so, it’s important to have a 
routine that doesn’t involve these de-
vices. Also, decreasing temperature is 
really helpful. … Cultivating a routine 
without blue light and creating a good 
sleeping environment will go a long 
way.” 

Continued from page 1B

There’s no time for the 
holiday travel ouchies

All we do is just go, is it 
within what the law says? 
And then we pass or fail it 
there,” says Williamson. 

“So now, it is going to be 
more of an ‘OK, we are not 
going to hold you up from 
getting your stickers for 
your tags because of win-
dow tint,’ because that is a 
law and the law should be 
enforced by law enforce-
ment, right? Not the per-
son who is inspecting the 
car.” 

Currently, cars with tint 
that is not made as part of 
the window’s original man-
ufacturing must be tested 
to make sure it is within 
legal standards. An inspec-
tor may suspect a shade is 
too dark, but still required 
to test before failing the ve-
hicle. 

Granville County Police 
confirmed law enforce-
ment have a right to pull 
over a car they suspect has 
tint that is not incompliant 
to the law since there is no 
other way of confirming 
the percentage of shade 
until it is tested. 

“Whenever it comes to 
window tint, that is where 
you get the iratest cus-
tomers,” Williamson said. 
“I had a guy, he almost 
pulled gun on me, and he 
refused to pay me and I 
was like, ‘fine dude, just 

leave.’ I had already failed 
the car in the system, so I 
am not going back in there 
to change it just because 
you want your windows 
black.”  

Although there are shops 
that may be more lenient 
or even pass a car that 
should fail, Williamson al-
ways made sure to follow 
the book. Overlooking a 
failed inspection can result 
in personal and/or shop 
fines, suspension of the in-
spection station or license. 

There are exceptions to 
the law, though. 

SUVs, limousines, mini-
vans and pickup trucks get 
a pass when it comes to 
tint on back windows. 
They are tested only for 
the front window’s hue.  

Medical exceptions are 
made for the front win-
dows when drivers with 
sensitive eyes obtain doc-
umentation issued via the 
Department of Motor Ve-
hicles that specify how 
much darker the tint is al-
lowed. 

Doing away with tint in-
spection also means con-
sumers will no longer be 
subjected to the additional 
$10 charge. Any additional 
charges would be consid-
ered illegal. There should 
be no changes in price due 
to inspections being tax 
deferred. 

A state vehicle inspection 
should only cost $30 or 
$13.60. The difference in 
these prices depend on if 
the vehicle is required to 
get both a safety and emis-
sions inspection or just a 
safety inspection only. 

The type of inspection 
your car requires is deter-
mined by the year of the 
vehicle and which county it 
is registered in, but any-
thing that is a 2005 or 
older only gets tested for 
safety and not emissions. 

Electronic vehicles and 
heavy-duty trucks with a 
gross vehicle weight rating 
of 8,500 pounds or higher 
are also subjected to a 
safety-only inspection. Ve-
hicles that are 30 years old 
or more do not require in-
spection. 

According to Willamson, 
emissions testing looks to 
be the next big change in 
state inspections laws. 
Conversations about the 
abolishment of emissions 
testing have been cir-
culated for years but Wil-
liamson believes it could 
change as early as next 
year. 

Originally, the change 
was set to happen for 
every county except Meck-
lenburg, but paperwork 
has recently been submit-
ting requesting a change. 

Continued from page 1B

balls for hands and feet. Shape remaining 
red 1/2-inch ball into triangle for hat and 
attach. Repeat with remaining dough, ar-
ranging cookies 2 inches apart on baking 
sheet. Add chocolate candies for eyes and 
buttons. 

Bake 12-15 minutes, or until lightly 
golden. 

To make frosting: In medium bowl, beat 
butter and cream cheese until light and 
fluffy, about 3 minutes. Add vanilla and 
powdered sugar; mix until combined. 

To decorate: Place half of frosting in 
piping bag with small tip to line Santa’s 
arms and legs. Place other half in second 
piping bag with small star tip to add 
Santa’s beard, hat and hands. Put small 
dot of icing between eyes and beard and 
place red mini chocolate-coated candy on 
face for nose. 

Gingerbread dip 
Servings: 8-12 

4 ounces cream cheese, at room tem-
perature 

1/4 cup brown sugar 
1/4 cup powdered sugar 
3 tablespoons molasses 
1 container (16 ounces) Maple Hill Va-

nilla Greek Yogurt 
1 teaspoon ground ginger 
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
1 teaspoon ground nutmeg 
2 cups whipped cream 
graham crackers  
fruit 
In medium bowl using electric mixer on 

medium speed, beat cream cheese and 
sugars about one minute. Add molasses 
and mix until combined. 

Add Greek yogurt, ginger, cinnamon 
and nutmeg; beat until combined. Fold in 
whipped cream and mix until fully incor-
porated. Refrigerate one hour before 
serving or overnight. 

Serve with graham crackers and fruit.

Continued from page 1B

Holiday desserts with a 
dairy-forward upgrade

Roll with it: North Carolina tint 
inspections are on the way out
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Waning vaccination and 
immunity fuel pertussis

Rates of pertussis, also known as 
whooping cough, are surging in 
Texas, Florida, California, Oregon, and 
other states and localities across the 
country. 

The outbreaks are fueled by falling 
vaccination rates, fading immunity, 
and delays in public health tracking 
systems, according to interviews with 
state and federal health officials. 
Babies too young to be fully vacci-
nated are most at risk. 

“Pertussis cases increase in a cycli-
cal fashion driven by waning immu-
nity, but the size of the outbreak and 
the potential for severe outcomes in 
children who cannot be vaccinated 
can be mitigated by high coverage and 
good communication to folks at risk,” 
said Demetre Daskalakis, a former 
head of the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention’s immunization 
program, who resigned in August. 

Before the first pertussis vaccine be-
came available in the early 1900s, 
whooping cough was one of the most 
common childhood diseases and a 
major cause of childhood deathin the 
United States. Today, children get a 
series of DTaP shots (full-dose ver-
sion) starting at 2 months old, and 
teens and adults receive a Tdap 
booster (lower-dose version) every 10 
years. (Both vaccines target diphtheria 
and tetanus in addition to pertussis.) 

Until recently, 8 in 10 toddlers had 
received four doses of the DTaP vac-
cine by age 2, and case rates were con-
trolled. But vaccine coverage has 
declined since the covid pandemic 
and increases in state nonmedical ex-
emptions have widened immunity 
gaps, which is when the proportion of 
individuals who are immune falls 
below the level needed to contain 
spread. 

Texas logged 1,928 pertussis cases 
in 2024. By October 2025, the state 
had exceeded 3,500. National 
numbers are just as stark: In the first 
three months of 2025, the U.S. tallied 
6,600 cases — four times last year’s 
pace and 25 times 2023’s. Several 
states are posting their highest case 
totals in a decade, and outbreaks from 
Louisiana to South Dakota to Idaho 
make clear this surge isn’t regional. 
It’s everywhere. 

Key factors behind the numbers 
Texas lawmakers recently passed a 

law that made it easier for parents to 
claim nonmedical exemptions from 
school vaccine requirements by allow-
ing them to download exemption 
forms online. These forms now go 
straight to schools, not health depart-
ments, making the exemptions harder 
to track. 

Dallas County Health and Human 
Services Director Phil Huang said the 
full impact of the new exemption rule 
is not yet known because it began this 
school year, but he expects it will 
make school-level vaccination rates 
fall even more. 

He’s already noted a dramatic drop 
in vaccinations. Normally, during 
back-to-school season, “our whole 
front downstairs area is packed,” he 
said. “We did not see that this year.” 

Huang believes fear of immigration 
enforcement may be keeping at least 
some families, especially Hispanic 
families, from getting vaccinated. Dal-
las County is about 40% Hispanic. “We 
think that a lot of them are deterred 
by the ICE activity,” he said, referring 
to Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment. 

More complications: These vaccines 
protect against severe disease, but 
protection against infection fades 
over time, as is the case with the covid 
and influenza vaccines. 

The U.S. switched in the 1990s from 
whole-cell pertussis vaccines to “acel-
lular” ones, which cause fewer side ef-
fects but do not last as long. Because 
more adults today than in the past re-
ceived the acellular vaccine as chil-
dren, many have lost immunity over 
time and may unknowingly pass the 
infection to babies. 

Babies face the greatest risk 
Whooping cough is especially dan-

gerous for infants under a year old. 
Some stop breathing during coughing 
fits. Many need hospital care, about 1 

in 5 of whom develop pneumonia, 
and about 1% of whom die. 

Because of this high risk, the CDC 
urges pregnant women to get a Tdap 
vaccine during every pregnancy. This 
allows the mother’s antibodies to pass 
to the baby before birth. 

Health officials once promoted “co-
cooning,” vaccinating all family 
members and caregivers around the 
baby, but that strategy was hard to 
carry out in real life and is no longer 
widely recommended. Vaccination of 
pregnant women and babies at 2 
months of age remains the strongest 
protection. 

Better testing finds more cases 
Modern PCR testing is also uncover-

ing more pertussis cases than in the 
past. Many clinics now routinely use 
this lab-based technology to test for 
several respiratory infections at once, 
including pertussis. Ten years ago, 
these panels were uncommon. 

CDC experts say this explains part 
of the rise in case counts. But the large 
number of infant hospitalizations and 
the size of state outbreaks show that 
true transmission has also increased. 

A Growing Worry: Antibiotic Resist-
ance 

Doctors normally treat pertussis 
with macrolide antibiotics, such as 
erythromycin, azithromycin, and clar-
ithromycin. These drugs work best 
early in the illness and help stop 
spread. Another drug, trimethoprim-
sulfamethoxazole, is an option for 
some older infants and adults. 

But macrolide-resistant pertussis 
has become common abroad, espe-
cially in China, and recent reports 
show resistance rising in Peru. In the 
U.S., resistant cases have been rare. 

CDC officials warn that resistant 
strains could spread more easily 
through international travel. Because 
treatment options are limited, espe-
cially for very young infants, health 
workers are watching this closely. 

Huang said macrolide resistance has 
not been seen yet in Dallas County. 
But he is aware of the national con-
cern. 

What happens now 
The resurgence of whooping cough 

has no single cause. Instead, several 
problems are occurring at once: fall-
ing vaccine coverage, only about 60% 
of pregnant women receiving Tdap, 
waning immunity, improved testing, 
and early signs of antibiotic resist-
ance. 

Health experts say solutions must 
match the problem’s complexity. 

Across the nation, clinicians are 
being told to have a higher suspicion 
for pertussis when they see patients, 
especially children or caregivers of 
newborns with a persistent cough or 
coughing fits followed by vomiting. 
Babies who stop breathing or turn 
blue need immediate care. 

Obstetricians are encouraged to dis-
cuss Tdap during every pregnancy. 
Pediatricians and family doctors are 
urged to check booster status for 
teens and adults. 

Several states have issued health ad-
visories over the past two years, in-
cluding Texas, which has issued alerts 
in both 2024 and 2025 urging clini-
cians to stay vigilant. 

Huang said Dallas County is trying 
to rebuild public health outreach pro-
grams that were cut when covid fund-
ing ended. But staffing is still limited. 
“There’s just a lot of different things 
that are making it more difficult,” he 
said. 

He also noted that Dallas County 
now receives immunization registry 
data only once a month, rather than 
daily, making it harder to track vac-
cine coverage. “We don’t have that 
yet. … It’s not real time,” he said. 

Protecting the youngest 
As the holiday season approaches, 

experts urge families with newborns 
to take extra care: 

• Ensure infants and children are up 
to date with their childhood vaccines 
and that everyone in the family is up 
to date with their vaccines for in-
fluenza, covid, and RSV, or respiratory 
syncytial virus. 

• Keep sick visitors away. 
• Seek care quickly if an infant has a 

cough or pauses breathing. 

By Céline Gounder 
KFF HEALTH NEWS 

nedy hired to review safety 
data at the CDC. 

Asked for evidence that 
scientists had suppressed 
studies showing a link, 
HHS spokesperson Andrew 
Nixon pointed to older re-
ports, some of which 
called for more study of a 
possible link. Asked for a 
specific study showing a 
link, Nixon did not re-
spond. 

Expert reaction 
Infectious disease ex-

perts, pediatricians, and 
public health officials con-
demned the alteration of 
the CDC website. Although 
Kennedy has made no se-
cret of his disdain for es-
tablished science, the 
change came as a gut 
punch because the CDC 
has always dealt in unbi-
ased scientific information, 
they said. 

Kennedy and his “nihilis-
tic Dark Age compatriots 
have transformed the CDC 
into an organ of anti-vac-
cine propaganda,” said 
Amesh Adalja, a senior 
scholar at the Johns Hop-
kins Center for Health Se-
curity. 

“On the one hand, it’s not 
surprising,” said Sean 
O’Leary, a professor of pe-
diatrics and infectious dis-
ease at the University of 
Colorado. “On the other 
hand, it’s an inflection 
point, where they are 
clearly using the CDC as an 
apparatus to spread lies.” 

“The CDC website has 
been lobotomized,” Atul 
Gawande, an author and a 
surgeon at Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital, told 
KFF Health News. 

CDC “is now a zombie or-
ganization,” said Demetre 
Daskalakis, former director 
of the National Center for 
Immunization and Respira-
tory Diseases at the CDC. 
The agency has lost about 
a third of its staff this year. 
Entire divisions have been 
gutted and its leadership 
fired or forced to resign. 

Kennedy has been “going 
from evidence-based deci-
sion-making to decision-
based evidence making,” 
Daniel Jernigan, former di-
rector of the CDC’s Na-
tional Center for Emerging 
and Zoonotic Infectious 
Diseases, said at a news 
briefing Nov. 19.  

With Kennedy and his 
team, terminology includ-
ing “radical transparency” 
and “gold-standard 
science” has been “turned 
on its head,” he said. 

Cassidy goes quiet 
The new webpage 

seemed to openly taunt 
Sen. Bill Cassidy (R-La.), a 
physician who chairs the 
Senate Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions Com-
mittee. Cassidy cast the tie-
breaking vote in 
committee for Kennedy’s 
confirmation after saying 
he had secured an agree-
ment that the longtime 
anti-vaccine activist would-
n’t make significant 
changes to the CDC’s vac-
cine policy once in office. 

The agreement included 
a promise, he said, that the 
CDC would not remove 
statements on its website 
stating that vaccines do 
not cause autism. 

The new autism page is 
still headed with the state-
ment “Vaccines do not 
cause Autism,” but with an 
asterisk linked to a notice 
that the phrase was re-
tained on the site only “due 
to an agreement” with Cas-
sidy. The rest of the page 
contradicts the header. 

“What Kennedy has done 
to the CDC’s website and to 
the American people 
makes Sen. Cassidy into a 
total and absolute fool,” 
said Mark Rosenberg, a 
former CDC official and as-
sistant surgeon general. 

On Nov. 19 at the Capitol, 
before the edits were made 
to the CDC website, Cas-
sidy answered several un-
related questions from 
reporters but ended the 
conversation when he was 
asked about the possibility 
Kennedy’s Advisory Com-
mittee on Immunization 
Practices might rec-
ommend against a new-
born dose of the hepatitis 
B vaccine. 

“I got to go in,” he said, 

before walking into a hear-
ing room without respond-
ing. 

Cassidy has expressed 
dismay about the vaccine 
advisory committee’s ac-
tions but has avoided criti-
cizing Kennedy directly or 
acknowledging that the 
secretary has breached 
commitments he made be-
fore his confirmation vote. 
Cassidy has said Kennedy 
also promised to maintain 
the childhood immuniza-
tion schedule before being 
confirmed. 

The senator criticized the 
CDC website edits in a Nov. 
20 post on X, although he 
did not mention Kennedy. 

“What parents need to 
hear right now is vaccines 
for measles, polio, hepati-
tis B and other childhood 
diseases are safe and effec-
tive and will not cause au-
tism,” he said in the post. 
“Any statement to the con-
trary is wrong, irrespon-
sible, and actively makes 
Americans sicker.” 

Leading autism research 
and support groups, in-
cluding the Autism Science 
Foundation, the Autism So-
ciety of America, and the 
Autism Self Advocacy Net-
work, issued statements 
condemning the website. 

“The CDC’s web page 
used to be about how vac-
cines do not cause autism. 
Yesterday, they changed 
it,” ASAN said in a state-
ment. “It says that there is 
some proof that vaccines 
might cause autism. It says 
that people in charge of 
public health have been ig-
noring this proof. These 
are lies.” 

What the research shows 
Parents often notice 

symptoms of autism in a 
child’s second year, which 
happens to follow multiple 
vaccinations.  

“That is the natural his-
tory of autism symptoms,” 
said Tager-Flusberg. “But 
in their minds, they had 
the perfect child who sud-
denly has been taken from 
them, and they are looking 
for an external reason.” 

When speculation about 
a link between autism and 
the measles, mumps, and 
rubella vaccine or vaccines 
containing the mercury-
based preservative thime-
rosal surfaced around 
2000, “scientists didn’t dis-
miss them out of hand,” 
said Tager-Flusberg, who 
has researched autism 
since the 1970s.  

“We were shocked, and 
we felt the important thing 
to do was to figure out how 
to quickly investigate.” 

Since then, studies have 
clearly established that au-
tism occurs as a result of 
genetics or fetal devel-
opment. Although knowl-
edge gaps persist, studies 
have shown that prema-

ture birth, older parents, 
viral infections, and the 
use of certain drugs during 
pregnancy — though not 
Tylenol, evidence so far in-
dicates — are linked to in-
creased autism risk. 

But other than the reams 
of data showing the health 
risks of smoking, there are 
few examples of science 
more definitive than the 
many worldwide studies 
that “have failed to demon-
strate that vaccines cause 
autism,” said Bruce Gellin, 
former director of the Na-
tional Vaccine Program Of-
fice. 

The edits to the CDC 
website and other actions 
by Kennedy’s HHS will 
shake confidence in vac-
cines and lead to more dis-
ease, said Jesse Goodman, 
a former FDA chief scien-
tist and now a professor at 
Georgetown University. 

This opinion was echoed 
by Alison Singer, the 
mother of an autistic adult 
and a co-founder of the Au-
tism Science Foundation. 

“If you’re a new mom 
and not aware of the last 
30 years of research, you 
might say, ‘The govern-
ment says we need to 
study whether vaccines 
cause autism. Maybe I’ll 
wait and not vaccinate 
until we know,’” she said. 

The CDC website mis-
leads parents, puts chil-
dren at risk, and draws 
resources away from 
promising leads, said Paul 
Offit, director of the Vac-
cine Education Center at 
the Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia. “Kennedy 
thinks he’s helping chil-
dren with autism, but he’s 
doing the opposite.” 

Many critics say their 
only hope is that cracks in 
President Donald Trump’s 
governing coalition could 
lead to a turn away from 
Kennedy, whose team has 
reportedly tangled with 
some White House officials 
as well as Republican sen-
ators. Polling has also 
shown that much of the 
American public distrusts 
Kennedy and does not con-
sider him a health au-
thority, and Trump’s own 
approval rating has sunk 
dramatically since he re-
turned to the White House. 

But anti-vaccine activists 
applauded the revised CDC 
webpage.  

“Finally, the CDC is be-
ginning to acknowledge 
the truth about this con-
dition that affects mil-
lions,” Mary Holland, CEO 
of Children’s Health De-
fense, the advocacy group 
Kennedy founded and led 
before entering politics, 
told Fox News Digital. “The 
truth is there is no ev-
idence, no science behind 
the claim vaccines do not 
cause autism.” 

Continued from page 2B

What to know about CDC 
misguidance on autism

OONA ZENDA | KFF HEALTH NEWS

Falling vaccination and immunity rates are driving a resurgence of whooping cough across 
the United States.

The Charlotte Post
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To Place An Ad: 
Call 704-376-0496

Classified Deadline: Monday at noon, prior to Thursday’s edition

Stop cleaning-out 
your gutters 
this season

15% OFF + 10%
LeafFilter* Discount For 

Seniors + Military

EXPIRES: 11/30/2025 AN ADDITIONAL

Promo: 285

Get a FREE full gutter inspection and 
estimate: 1-877-649-1190

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Standard S&H applies. Exp. 12/25/25.  |  25M8656  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

Go to OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe2751
1.844.575.1059

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 oz.) 
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.) 
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  8  FREEFREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 oz.)
79797VSL  separately $227.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE  

$8999

61% OFF
– MAKES A –
GREAT GIFT

Call for a free, no-pressure consultation

Retire with confidence. 
Stop wondering if your savings will last. Get a personalized 
retirement plan designed to help provide consistent income and 

You CAN Cancel Your Timeshare
We have helped over 50,000 American families 
save over $635,000,000 in timeshare debt and
maintenance fees. We can help you too.

Get your free information kit
and see if you qualify:

*This is an Advertisement. Wesley Financial Group, LLC (“WFG”) and/or its affiliates, successors, or assigns 

are not lawyers and/or a law firm and do not engage in the practice of law or provide legal advice or legal 

representation. Actual results depend on each client’s distinct case, and no specific outcome is guaranteed.

Call 1.844.213.6711

MISCELLANEOUS

AUCTIONS
PUBLIC AUCTION 

Saturday, December 6th @10am 
201 S. Central Ave.  Locust, NC. 

Selling Classic Cars, Vehicles, Kubota MX5400 Loader 
Tractor, Equipment, Tools, Guns, Coins, Knife 

Collections, Restored 1971 "El Camino." 
www.ClassicAuctions.com 
704-791-8825   NCAF5479 

HOME IMPROVEMENT
No more cleaning out gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter 
is backed by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime 
transferrable warranty. Call today 1-877-649-1190 to 
schedule a FREE inspection and no obligation 
estimate. Plus get 75% off installation and a bonus 
$250 discount! Limited time only. Restrictions apply, 
see representative for warranty and offer details.

Get a High Quality, Modern Design bath or shower 
transformation in as little as One Day. $0 Down, $0 
Installation, $0 Payments for 12 months! Call: 1-877-
243-7050. 
 
We Buy Houses for Cash AS-IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy process: Call, get cash offer and get 
paid. Call today for your fair cash offer: 1-919-925-
6362. 
 
We Buy Vintage Guitar's! Looking for 1920-1980 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D'Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. These 
brands only! Call for a quote: 1-833-641-6577 
 
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  A small 
amount of water can lead to major damage in your 
home. Our trusted professionals do complete repairs 
to protect your family and your home's value! Call 
24/7: 1-833-928-1861. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call! 
 
Denied Social Security Disability?  Appeal! If you're 
50+, filed SSD and denied, our attorneys can help! Win 
or Pay Nothing! Strong, recent work history needed.  
877-553-0252 [Steppacher Law Offices LLC Principal 
Office: 224 Adams Ave Scranton PA 18503] 
 
Replace your roof with the best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel from Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time Offer – up to 50% off 
installation + Additional 10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st responders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-855-585-1815 
 
Get a break on your taxes! Donate your car, truck, or 
SUV to assist the blind and visually impaired. Arrange 
a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 
1-855-869-7055 today! 

MISCELLANEOUS

PETS
BEHIND ON YOUR MORTGAGE PAYMENTS?  
Threatened with foreclosure?  Denied a loan 
modification? Let us help! Call the Homeowner Relief 
Line to speak with a mortgage specialist 844-492-0883

SALE
Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  Free Install, Free HD-
DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 1-
877-920-7405

BIDS
INVITATION FOR BIDS  

Mecklenburg County Asset and Facility Management 
will receive sealed bids for Carolina Place Parkway 
Connector, until 2:00 PM, December 2, 2025 at which 
time bids will be opened at Asset and Facility 
Management offices located in Suite 6000 at Valerie 
Woodard Center, 3205 Freedom Dr., Charlotte NC 
28208.  Bid, performance, and payment & material 
bonds are required. NC law and applicable 
regulations of various licensing boards will be 
observed.  The project is located along Carolina 
Place Parkway from HWY. 51 to Park Road. Scope of 
work includes a sidewalks and signal work. 
 
Electronic plans and specifications can be obtained 
from Aaron Wagoner at LandDesign, at 
awagoner@landdesign.com. Mecklenburg County 
reserves the right to waive technicalities and to reject 
any or all proposals. This information will be made 
available in an alternative format for persons with 
disabilities by calling 704-575-4947. 



NEW YORK — Texas-bred hip-hop duo 
UGK glared confidently into the camera 
atop stallions in the music video for 
their fan-favorite song “Wood Wheel.”  

The visuals reflected the expertise of 
the legendary Houston-area music act: 
blending tales of big city hustling with 
charming Texas cowboy culture. 

“This is not Black people trying to as-
similate with this country Western life-
style. Black people across this country 
– East Coast to West Coast – have been 
prevalent in this space for years,” said 
Bun B, who, with partner Pimp C, be-
came pillars of southern hip-hop, cre-
ating hits to help it become today’s 
current dominant rap genre. 

Bun, an ambassador for the Houston 
Livestock Show and Rodeo and the first 
and only Black male hip-hop headliner 
in its history, shares his experiences in 
“High Horse: The Black Cowboy,” a new 
docuseries executive produced by Jor-
dan Peele and his Monkeypaw Produc-
tions. The project highlights Black men, 
who it says were the first Americans re-
ferred to as cowboys, a term initially 
steeped in racism as it contrasted them 
with white “cowhands.”  

The series attempts to refute the pop 
culture images of the men whose tall 
boots and Stetson hats are seared into 
American mythology. 

One in four cowboys were Black, even 
though in the late 19th century they 
made up a much smaller segment of the 
U.S. population, according to research 
by historian Bruce Glasrud. 

“Being a Black performer at this 90-
plus year concert series has been amaz-
ing for me, but it’s also given me a 
deeper perspective of understanding 
the Black cowboys’ place in American 
history,” Bun told The Associated Press. 
“It’s really energized me to try to fill this 
void of confusion where people who are 
somewhat aware typically will have a 
distorted view.” 

‘Who erased the Black cowboy?’ 
Directed by Jason Perez and stream-

ing on Peacock, the three-part docu-
series is an extension of Peele’s 2022 
blockbuster film “Nope.” Starring Daniel 
Kaluuya and Keke Palmer, the movie 
follows siblings who operate the only 
Black-owned horse ranch in California, 
training horses for Hollywood produc-
tions.  

The sci-fi horror film mentions Ead-
weard Muybridge, a pioneer of motion 
photography and his groundbreaking 
“The Horse in Motion” moving image, 
noting that while the horse, Sallie Gard-
ner, has always been recognized, the 
Black jockey riding her remains largely 
unknown. 

“We just decided to go on this journey 
to really figure out, or to pose the ques-
tion, what happened to the Black cow-
boy? Who erased the Black cowboy?” 
said Keisha Senter, the company’s sen-
ior vice president of culture and impact 
and an executive producer on the proj-
ect. “At Monkeypaw, we really think era-
sure is a horror story.” 

“High Horse” is filled with archival 
footage and photos to provide context 
of the lives of early Black cowboys. In 
addition to creating a more complete 
composite of the Old West, it doc-
uments how Black cowboy com-
munities remain vibrant in various 
pockets across the country, while fol-
lowing their struggles and triumphs. 

Series spotlights Black country western history 
The docuseries focuses on the history 

and erasure of the Black cowboy, sys-
temic racism and the current battles 
Black citizens face with land ownership 
dating back to the post-slavery Recon-
struction era, and the entertainment im-
pact African Americans have made 
throughout country western history. It 
arrives amid the nation’s current polit-
ical flashpoints.  

Critics of the Trump administration 
note its policies disproportionately and 
negatively affect Black Americans, in-
cluding eliminating DEI programs, mass 
layoffs at federal agencies, and cuts to 
SNAP benefits, Medicare and Medicaid. 

Peele, Glynn Turman, Pam Grier, Tina 

Comic Ryan Davis headlines Queen City Omegas Black Friday Comedy Show Nov. 26 at the Oasis Shriner Temple, 604 Doug 
Mayes Place.
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Nov. 26 
• Novant Health Thanksgiving 

Eve Parade returns to Tryon Street 
for the 79th year. The procession 
step offs at 5:30 p.m.  

The holiday classic kicks off the 
season looking to build off 2024’s 
parade, which organizer say drew 
more than 46,000 attendees, 1,000 
volunteers, and 85 units. The parade 
is free and VIP tickets are available 
near the performance zone at 
www.novanthealththanksgivingpa-
rade.com/tickets.  

Organizers are also looking for 
volunteers to walk as costumed cast 
members in the parade, handle the 
balloons or serve as parade mar-
shals. To sign up, or for more infor-
mation about the parade, visit 
www.novanthealththanksgivingpa-
rade.com.    

Nov. 28 
Comedian Ryan Davis will head-

line the Queen City Omegas Black 
Friday Comedy Show at the Oasis 
Shriner Temple, 604 Doug Mayes 
Place. 

Fresh off the release of his inde-
pendently produced YouTube 
comedy special “Under-Rated,” 
Davis is one of the most authentic 
voices in comedy today. The show 
is part of a fraternity initiative to 
spotlight Black excellence in 
comedy through local engagement. 

Proceeds from the event will bene-
fit the Pi Phi Chapter of Omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity, Inc Scholarship Fund. 

Doors open at 7 p.m., and the 
show starts at 8. Tickets are avail-
able through Eventbrite. 

Dec. 5 
Gaston County Museum of Art & 

History kicks off the holiday season 
with the annual open house and car-
riage rides from 6-9 p.m. The event 
is free and open to the public. 

Carriage rides, which start from 
the parking lot of the Museum’s 
Daniel Stowe Carriage House on 
West Church Street, are free. The 
event coincides with Carols on the 
Square, presented by the Town of 
Dallas, which begins at 6:30 p.m. on 
the Historic Court Square in Dallas. 

The museum is free and open to 
the public Tuesday-Friday from 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. and Saturday from 11 
a.m.-4 p.m. 

Dec. 6 
“Backstage With Louis Arm-

strong,” an off-Broadway musical 
drama, is 7-9 p.m. at The Arts Fac-
tory, 1545 W. Trade St. Admission is 
$20 and available at Eventbrite. 
Danny W. Mullen Sr. portrays the 
legendary jazz trumpeter. 

Dec. 7 
Historic Rosedale hosts its annual 

candlelight tour featuring a garden 
stroll and guided house tour from 5-
7 p.m.  

Check out Historic Rosedale by 
candlelight, where items like cloth-
ing, dinnerware, and furniture were 
designed to enhance the darkness 
that night brought without the bene-

fit of electric lighting. The guided 
tour also features a holiday per-
formance of strolling characters 
courtesy of Queen City Groove and 
light holiday treats including coffee, 
tea, hot chocolate, and sweets at the 
pavilion.  

Gates open at 5 p.m. and the 
house tour begins at 6 p.m. Organ-
izers request no cell phone lights be 
used inside the house; individual 
electric tapers for additional lighting 
will be provided. 

New this year is Santa at work in 
the reconstructed blacksmith shop. 
Photos with Santa are available for 
$10 each, and can be taken with 
your own phone, or you can choose 
a printed souvenir photo.  

Dec. 12-21 
Matthews Playhouse of the Per-

forming Arts’ production of 
“Scrooge! The Musical” is back for its 
fourth year. The musical adaptation 
of Charles Dickens' “A Christmas 
Carol” is story of redemption, com-
passion, and the holiday spirit. 
Shows take place at Matthews Play-
house, 100 McDowell St. Tickets are 

By Herbert L. White 
herb.l.white@thecharlottepost.com

By Gary Gerard Hamilton  
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

It’s a holiday laugh-in 
with comic Ryan Davis

PEACOCK

This image released by Peacock shows 
Damon Hopkins, left, in a scene from the 
documentary “High Horse: The Black Cow-
boy.” 

Series sheds 
light on legacy, 
history of the 
Black cowboy

Please see MIDDLE C | 6B

RYAN DAVIS

HISTORIC ROSEDALE

Historic Rosedale kicks off the holidays with guided tours starting Dec. 7.

Please see HISTORY | 6B
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Headlines Queen City Omegas Black Friday Comedy Show on Nov. 28

‘Wicked: For Good’ a magical musical romp 
By Dwight Brown  
BLACK PRESS USA 

Wicked: For Good  
3.5 stars 
“I've heard it said. That people come 

into our lives for a reason…” 
That poet lyric is from the song “For 

Good,” arguably the second most fa-
mous tune from the Broadway musical 
“Wicked.” The words hint at the theme 
of this final half of the Wicked duology, 
which has been magically created by 
screenwriters Winnie Holzman and 
Dana Fox and manifested brilliantly by 
director extraordinaire Jon M. Chu.  

Their 2024 film version of “Wicked,” 
a stroke of genius, earned $750 million-
plus at the international box office, be-
coming the most successful Broadway 
musical adaptation of all time. It was 
also nominated for 10 Academy 
Awards and won two.  

Nominations: 1. Best Achievement in 
Makeup and Hairstyling. 2. Best 
Achievement in Music Written for Mo-
tion Pictures. 3. Best Sound. 4. Best 
Achievement in Visual Effects. 5. Best 
Motion Picture of the Year. 6. Best Per-
formance by an Actress in a Leading 
Role (Cynthia Erivo). 7. Best Perform-
ance by an Actress in a Supporting Role 
(Ariana Grande). 8. Best Achievement in 
Film Editing (Myron Kerstein). Wins: 
Best Achievement in Production Design 
(Nathan Crowley, Lee Sandale) and Best 
Achievement in Costume Design (Paul 
Tazewell).  

The difference in 2025 is that 
“Wicked: For Good” could sweep all 
those previous categories and give Chu 
a directing award for making arguably 
the best Broadway-to-screen film of our 
times. The visuals and sounds are ex-
quisite and enchanting. The acting is 
superb, with Erivo and Grande finding 
and using all the nuances in their two 
lead characters to make them truly 
iconic. They blur the lines between 
frenemies, bosom buddies and jealous 

sisters. Credit the script and direction 
for building the personas and the two 
women for developing the characters 
to the fullest extent.  

Chu, ever the mastermind, corrals 
and manages all the moving parts su-
perbly. The elaborate sets, sound ef-
fects and music. Exhilarating action 
scenes that break up the high drama 
and romance. Intimate moments of dis-
covery and retrospect. It’s like you’re 

PARAMOUNT PICTURES

Cynthia Erivo and Jonathan Bailey in “Wicked For Good.”

Please see WICKED | 6B
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drawn into the lead and 
supporting characters lives 
as they figure out who they 
are, who they love, who’ll 
love them back and who 
must pay for the misdeeds 
they’ve done.  

It’s hard in the film’s first 
20 minutes to remember 
all the details of the pre-
vious chapter and bring 
them forward. Pity anyone 
who didn’t see the first 
adaptation and is trying to 
discern this one without 
previous knowledge. Re-
gardless, getting reac-
quainted takes a minute, 
and songs in the beginning 
sequences aren’t that stun-
ning or memorable. So be 
patient.  

Focus your attention ini-
tially on the tale that’s un-
spooling. Then eventually, 
other important aspects 
kick into high gear too, as 
the compelling storyline 
evolves in ways that will 
intrigue children, teens 
and adults—right until the 
end.  

As the famed Yellow 
Brick road is being built by 
animal labor, Elphaba 
(Cynthia Erivo) is on the 
lam. She’s hunted by the 
Wizard of Oz (Jeff Gold-
blum), his henchwoman 
Madame Morrible (Michelle 
Yeoh) and the army of 
fierce flying monkeys they 
control. Morrible: “The 
Wicked Witch can’t allude 
us forever!”  

Both schemers, using lies 
and deceit, have turned the 
people of Emerald City 
against the witch, who’s 
now been deemed wicked. 
Even the love of Elphaba’s 
life, Prince Fiyero (Jona-
than Bailey), heads the sol-
diers who track her. 
Elphaba’s younger sister 
Nessarose (Marissa Bode) is 
bitter that she’s been left 
behind and grappling with 
her romantic feelings for 
Boq (Ethan Slater), a 
munchkin.  

Surprisingly, Glinda (Ari-
anna Grande) only seems 
moderately interested in 
her friend’s plight. Luxuri-
ating in her majesty, flying 
in a new vehicular wagon 
sphere, a bubble that floats 

her up, down and around. 
All while she’s being ca-
tered to by her two syco-
phants Pfannee (Bowen 
Yang) and Shenshen (Brow-
nyn James). 

This can’t go on. Animals 
are fleeing the Land of Oz 
afraid of arrests or being 
imprisoned, like Dr. Dilla-
mond (Peter Dinklage). 
Morrible and the Wizard 
are becoming more con-
niving and malicious every 
day. Lying to their public 
and blaming Elphaba for all 
that’s wrong. The Wicked 
Witch of the West becomes 
crestfallen but never loses 
her zest for exposing the 
truth and fighting for the 
less fortunate.  

That spirit drives her. Is 
it enough to counter the 
rumors, degradation and 
evils set upon her by those 
who wish she would melt 
away? 

Unlike the first chapter, 
in this episode the Land of 
Oz has an interloper, Doro-
thy. Yes that Dorothy. Her 
quest adds an extra win-
some tone as the little girl 
from Kanas, wearing ruby 
slippers, tries to find her 
way home with a dog, Tin 
Man, Cowardly Lion (Col-
man Domingo) and Scare-
crow in tow.  

It’s a nice touch to what 
is already an increasingly 
engrossing storyline. A 
narrative that gets richer 
and more fanciful with 
every frame. The two-hour, 
18 minute movie musical 
swirls to an ending with 
enough twists to surprise 
everyone. A finale that 
strays from the Broadway 
musical, so even hardcore 
fans will be amazed. 

Chu’s direction and the 
excellent production ele-
ments are extraordinary. 
But perhaps the film’s 
strongest elements are the 
two leads. They sing well, 
separately and together. 
The script gives the lead 
characters arcs that take 
them to a revelatory under-
standing about them-
selves, each other and life. 
Erivo and Grande mine the 
small things and big mo-
ments in their characters’ 
journeys.  

available at matthewsplayhouse.com or by calling (704) 
846-8343. 

In addition to the eight regular performances, “Scrooge! 
The Musical” includes a "Pay What You Can" performance 
on Dec. 11 at 7:30 p.m. Proceeds will benefit the 
Women's Health and Resilience Foundation, which advo-
cates for women's health from the inside through knowl-
edge, inspiration, and support. 

• Middle C Jazz is all in for December. 
The club is hosting a series of music celebrations from 

smooth jazz artists to R&B favorites throughout the 
month. Tickets for all December performances, including 
the exclusive New Year's Eve event, are available imme-
diately. 

A major highlight of the month is the two-night run 
with the smooth jazz artists Peter White, Mindi Abair, 
and Vincent Ingala Dec. 12-13. It also includes an op-
tional VIP pre-show wine and jazz tasting with Mindi 
Abair. 

Among the highlights:  
(Dec 4) “Happy Holidays – A Soulful Christmas” with 

Jay D Jones (R&B and holiday soul) 
(Dec. 11) Ray Singleton Holiday Party Night (R&B favor-

ites and holiday classics) 
(Dec. 12-13) Peter White Christmas with Mindi Abair & 

Vincent Ingala 
VIP Pre-show Wine & Jazz Tasting with Mindi Abair 
(Dec. 14) Adrian Crutchfield: “For You at Christmas ... 

with Love & Jazz!”  
(Dec. 17-18) “A Charlie Brown Christmas” featuring 

Lovell Bradford and Tyra Scott, family-friendly celebra-
tion of the Vince Guaraldi Trio 

(Dec. 19) Joey Santo Sings Christmas Classics of Sinatra, 
Crosby, & Martin perform vintage holiday standards 

(Dec. 21) Jingle Jazz Tour featuring B.K. Jackson, Erin 
Stephenson and Gino Rosaria 

(Dec. 31) New Year’s Eve celebration with the Voltage 
Brothers  

For tickets, showtimes, and schedule, go to www.mid-
dlecjazz.com. 

Not too early for planning 
Tickets are on sale for 2026 The Blues Is Alright Tour.  
The eighth annual Queen City Blues Festival is at Ovens 

Auditorium on March 7 at 7 p.m. The Southern soul and 
modern blues scene blend old-school storytelling with 
contemporary R&B. with performances by King George, 
Pokey Bear, Lenny Williams, West Love, Tonio Armani, 
Mike Clark Jr., EJ Jones, Stephanie Luckett & the YP Band, 
and Henry Welch. 

Tickets are on sale at Ticketmaster.com.

Erivo’s Elphaba is brave. 
Grande’s Glinda needs and 
has the most growth, a 
wondrous metamorphosis. 
And both singers’ voices 
are angelic in ways that 
leave lasting impressions.  

You’ll have a feeling of 
nirvana as you watch their 
relationship grow and 
learn from their experi-
ence. It’s a lesson about 
friendship and how two 
people can find their way 
back to each other. All 
done with a guidance and 
style way more deserving 
of Oscar wins than just 
nominations.  

Elphaba and Glinda sum-
mate what audiences will 
feel when they hear their 
song “For Good.”  “I know 
I'm who I am today. Be-
cause I knew you.”  

Visit film critic Dwight 
Brown at  DwightBrown-
Ink.com. 
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Knowles and Rick Ross, who all make ap-
pearances, speak to their own experi-
ences with cowboy culture.  

R&B legend Raphael Saadiq provides the 
project’s original score. 

“This is an important time in history, 
and I can see the writing on the wall,” said 
Turman, a New York City-raised actor 
who’s lived on a California ranch for dec-
ades. “This is a survival tool that we’ve 
been handed with this documentary.” 

Turman, the 78-year-old Emmy winner 
who received a star on the Hollywood 
Walk of Fame in July, is no stranger to 
using entertainment to educate. He 
starred as retired Army colonel Bradford 
Taylor on the hit ’90s sitcom “A Different 
World,” a spinoff from “The Cosby Show” 
set on the campus of a historically Black 
college. 

“I’m from the generation where we 
made great strides — strides at great 
costs. And to see us in a time where the 
institutions are trying to indeed negate 
those strides, it’s disheartening,” Turman 
said of the current political divisiveness. 

Cowboy culture reaches pop culture fever pitch 
The docuseries also wades briefly into 

History of Black cowboys 
the conversation surrounding the own-
ership of cowboy culture and the gate-
keeping surrounding it. 

That topic reached a pop cultural fever 
pitch in recent years, thanks to inflection 
points such Beyoncé’s “Cowboy Carter” 
album and her subsequent album of the 
year win at the Grammys in February.  

There’s also Lil Nas X’s record-breaking 
2019 smash “Old Town Road,” the viral 
line dance for “Boots on the Ground” by 
803Fresh, western-themed Hollywood 
productions like “The Harder They Fall” 
and “Lawmen: Bass Reeves,” and Ivan 
McClellan’s book, “Eight Seconds: Black 
Rodeo Culture.” 

Bun says the heart of “High Horse” is ex-
amining this ignored — or erased — slice 
of history to gain greater insight about 
the country overall. 

“It’s not a Black story — this is an Amer-
ican story,” said the past distinguished 
lecturer at Houston’s Rice University. 
“This will turn everything that you know 
about the American cowboy on its head 
in the right way, and put these things into 
proper historical context. And that bene-
fits all Americans.” 

Continued from page 5B

Continued from page 5B

‘Wicked: For Good’ a 
magical musical romp 

Middle C Jazz is all 
in on holiday spirit
Continued from page 5B
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