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It’s the holiday season, and that means
travel.

AAA Carolinas anticipates another
record for Thanksgiving holiday travel
with approximately 2.3 million North
Carolinians traveling at least 50 miles
from home between Nov. 25-Dec. 1. The
agency anticipates 2.1 million will travel
by car, another 146,000 will fly to desti-
nations and 43,500 individuals who will
use other modes of transit like buses or

Approximately 2.3 North Carolinaresidents willi iravel at least 50 mile from home between Nov. 25-Dec. 1, with Charlotte Douglas International Airport
expecting 1.9 million travelers between Nov. 20-Dec. 2.

Planes, trains, automobiles:
Holiday travel taking off

Busiest time of the year for transportation will put North Carolinians on the move

trains.

At Charlotte Douglas International Air-
port, it’s the first Thanksgiving since the
completion of a $608-million terminal
lobby expansion that provides more
smoother entry to the airport, and more
security checkpoints with additional
lanes. Airport officials predict 1.9 million
passengers between Nov. 20-Dec. 2 —
10% less than last year’s record-setting
period. Nearly 430,000 travelers are an-
ticipated to move through Transporta-
tion Security Administration

CHARLOTTE DOUGLAS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

checkpoints during that span, or 2.5%
less than 2024.

The busiest days are expected to be
Nov. 29, Nov. 30, and Dec. 1, with each
day projected top 83,000 departing pas-
sengers, with Nov. 30 predicted to tally
more than 178,000 total travelers. Over-
all, more than 9,000 aircraft departures
are scheduled over the three-day period.
American Airlines and its regional part-
ners will operate 80,759 scheduled
flights across its network during Thanks-

Please see PLANES | 2A

Skin tone no deterrent to Border Patrol race profiling

By Kylie Marsh
THE CHARLOTTE POST

Skin color won’t shield anyone from Oper-
ation Charlotte’s Web.

An Instagram reel posted by itskerrimelina
shared her frustration with the way her bi-
racial husband Ali was approached by Bor-
der Patrol agents while working in Charlotte.

“My husband is a light-skinned Black
man,” she said. “Yes, he probably could pass
for someone who could be Puerto Rican or
Dominican of some sort, but they racially
profiled him while he was working. It’s the

 APPRECIATION: NATHANIEL SMITH »

fact that now he has to watch his back be-
cause he could end up getting pulled over
by somebody else.”

Kerri and Ali declined to provide their last
names to maintain their privacy.

Ali called Kerri last week after his inter-
action with federal agents, who were in
Charlotte as part of an area sweep of immi-
grants in the region.

“Basically, the phone call was like, ‘Kerri,
you wouldn’t believe this,”” she said.

Ali, who drives a truck for work, was
pulled over in the North Tryon area. The
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agents approached him speaking Spanish.
Ali told the agents he doesn’t speak Spanish,
and cooperated by handing over his identi-
fication.

“Even after he told them he doesn’t speak
Spanish, that wasn’t enough for them to be
like, ‘oh, OK,”” Kerri said. “They still pro-
ceeded to ask him for his ID while he was in
a work uniform.”

After the agents checked Ali’s credentials
against the federal database, Kerri told The
Post they informed him he “wasn’t in the

Please see SKIN | 3A

mentor at home, too
By Herbert L. White

herb.l.white@thechariotfepost.com
Nathaniel Smith wasn’t a comic, but he looked
out for one of the most influential in the business.

Smith, a Charlotte native and Kevin Hart’s

tour manager, died Nov. 17, said Greg McMurray,
a longtime friend who grew up with Mr. Smith in
Charlotte.

“He was a brother from another mother,”
McMurray said. “We grew up together. We’re not
blood brothers, but some friends are more blood
than blood [relatives], you know what I mean?”

Bridget Gilliam recalled her friendship to Mr.
Smith with a social media post: “My heart is heavy,
a long time friend that I grew up with Nate Baker
Smith is now R. W. A. (Resting With the Angel's). I
met Baker when I lived with my grandma on Litch-
field Rd in Charlotte and he lived on Nancy Dr. I
remember going to see him, Chucky and Willie
Walker playing in The Steel Drum Band. You will
be truly missed!”
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Brothers
exonerated
but still
locked up

By Tori Newby
UNC MEDIA HUB

Teresa Ingram keeps two bed-
rooms empty in the house she
bought in 2023, hopeful that one
day her imprisoned sons will re-
turn home.

On Aug. 8, Ingram received the
phone call she had been waiting for
more than two decades. She scram-
bled to buy air mattresses, shoes
and underwear. She prepared to
take the next month off from work
to spend time with her sons, Natha-
niel Cauthen and Rashawn Banner,
who hadn’t lived under her roof
since they were teenagers.

But within days, an emergency
petition from the state of North
Carolina blocked Banner’s and
Cauthen’s release from prison,
keeping Ingram’s sons behind bars
and thrusting the case of the “Win-
ston-Salem Five” into another legal
standoff that will likely take years
to resolve.

“It went from reaching the
heavens to falling all the way back
down to the ground,” Ingram said.
“And it is a hard drop.”

Banner and Cauthen, now 37 and
39, were two of five Winston-Salem
teenagers convicted in the 2002
murder of NBA star Chris Paul’s
grandfather, Nathaniel Jones.

In August, based on a key witness
recantation and other newly dis-
covered evidence, Superior Court
Judge Robert Broadie dismissed all
charges with prejudice — meaning
the men would be released and
could not be retried.

Almost immediately, the state re-
quested a stay on the ruling and
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St. Aug’s
wants to sign
Trump deal

INSIDE HIGHER ED

RALEIGH - Saint Augustine’s Uni-
versity has expressed interest in
signing the Trump administra-
tion’s higher ed compact, Fox
News reported, joining New Col-
lege of Florida and Valley Forge
Military College.

However, interim president Ver-
janis Peoples and board chair So-
phie Gibson wrote in a letter to the
Education Department that several
provisions of the proposed com-
pact are not “compatible with the
statutory mission and federal man-
date under which HBCUs operate.”
Those include restrictions on the
use of race in admissions or for fi-
nancial support.

“As noted in our institutional
analysis, such provisions would
unintentionally force HBCUs to
choose between compliance and
survival, a position that is neither
feasible nor consistent with con-
gressional intent,” wrote Peoples
and Gibson in a letter posted by
Fox News.

Other requirements that raise
concerns include a cap on inter-
national students and a five-year
tuition freeze. “Without mission-
sensitive accommodations, these
sections risk unintended con-
sequences that would impede our
ability to serve students effec-
tively,” they added.

Saint Augustine’s has struggled
in recent years amid declining en-
rollment and financial challenges.
The university had 175 students as
of October 2024, more recent en-
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Brothers exonerated of murder still behind bars

Contfinved from page 1A
appealed the case, which
prevented Banner and
Cauthen’s release in Au-
gust. The Court of Appeals
denied the state’s appeal
Sept. 30, affirming the
men’s exonerations.

Just as Banner and
Cauthen eagerly packed up
their bags for a second
time, the state blocked
their exonerations once
again through an emer-
gency petition to the N.C.
Supreme Court. The Su-
preme Court then ruled
Oct. 15 to keep the men in
prison until the Court of
Appeals reviews the merits
of the case.

Three Supreme Court
justices dissented, stating
that the appellate court
acted within its discretion
to deny the state’s appeal.

“Every moment that
these defendants are im-
prisoned when they should
be freed is an irreparable
harm,” wrote Justice Alli-
son Riggs in her dissent.

It could be years before
the brothers see any hope
of release again.

“It's frustrating that
we’ve got to go through it
and continue to go through
it,” Banner said.

Christopher Bryant and
Jermal Tolliver, two of the
Winston-Salem Five, were
released from prison in
2017 after completing
their sentences for second-
degree murder. Dorrel
Brayboy was released a
year later and was mur-
dered in 2019. Banner and
Cauthen, convicted of first-
degree murder, have been
serving life sentences.

The five men have main-
tained their innocence for
decades, claiming their ini-
tial confessions were co-
erced. In 2020, the North
Carolina Innocence Inquiry
Commission reviewed the
case and found sufficient
evidence of factual inno-
cence. The commission re-
ferred the case to a
three-judge panel, which
upheld the defendants’
convictions in 2022.

Attorney General Jeff
Jackson wrote in August’s
emergency petition that
the state is acting “out of
an abundance of caution,”
concerned about releasing
Banner and Cauthen into
the community. The peti-
tion states that the men
were convicted of first-de-
gree murder by a jury of
their peers and that the
decision was upheld by the
2022 court decision.

Case law defines a dis-
missal with prejudice as an
extreme remedy, as it per-
manently closes the case.
The state argued in its pe-
tition that it has the right to
appeal Broadie’s decision.

“That a single superior
court, more than twenty
years after the Defendants’
convictions were obtained,
could vacate those convic-
tions and award uncon-
ditional release without
any opportunity for the
State to seek appellate re-
view is unprecedented and
would be perilous for our
criminal justice system,”
the petition said.

The N.C. Department of
Justice declined to com-
ment amid the ongoing lit-
igation.

Joseph Hyde, a former
Special Deputy Attorney
General at the N.C. DQOJ,
said post-conviction re-
lease is designed to be dif-
ficult to obtain, and
post-conviction appeals
are often dismissed or de-
nied.

“The case law recognizes
such a strong preference
for jury verdicts,” said
Hyde, who is now an assis-
tant professor at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina’s
School of Government.
“Once the jury has made
factual determinations of
guilt, that is a pretty hard
stop.”

But reversing a convic-
tion in North Carolina has
been done before. Since
1989, 78 innocent people
in the state have been ex-
onerated of crimes, with an
average of 12.6 wasted
years in prison, according
to the National Registry of
Exonerations.

Several of these cases
were dismissed with prej-
udice. Darryl Hunt was
convicted of murder in
Winston-Salem at the age
of 19, and he was released
almost 20 years later in

2004 — 10 years after new
DNA evidence linked
another man to the crime.
A Superior Court judge dis-
missed Hunt’'s charges
with prejudice, releasing
Hunt and ensuring he
could never be tried again.

“The state made this big
deal about the case being
dismissed with prejudice,
like saying it’s never been
done before, which is balo-
ney,” Chris Mumma,
Banner’s and Cauthen’s at-
torney, said.

Forsyth County District
Attorney Jim O’Neill told
the Winston-Salem Journal
in August that he was sur-
prised and shocked by
Broadie’s ruling and that
the Attorney General’s of-
fice agreed to work with
local prosecutors to up-
hold the conviction.

O’Neill could not be
reached for comment.

The North Carolina Con-
stitution establishes the At-
torney General’s office as
independent from each
county’s district attorney,
with each officer inde-
pendently elected and no
institutional relationship
between the two.

Hyde said the DOJ may
decline to seek appellate
review.

“We're all trying to ac-
complish justice for North
Carolinians, but it’s not a
relationship such that
when the prosecutor says
take it up, the DOJ has to
do that,” Hyde said.

Physically distant, united in spirit

When Broadie dismissed
the charges in August,
Banner and Cauthen
packed their bags, gave
away their food and few
belongings, and waited for
arelease that never came.

After the Court of Ap-
peals declined to take up
the case in late September,
the prison had everything
in place for the men to
leave once again. The fol-
lowing day, the state filed
an emergency petition to
block their release, forcing
Banner, as he put it, to
“start back from scratch.”

“They went down to re-
ceiving because they were
told they were being
picked up to go home, and
then they were told, ‘sorry,
just kidding, go back to
your cell,’” and they had al-
ready given all their things
away,” Mumma said. ‘I
mean, that’s hugely im-
pactful.”

Cauthen said he was
looking forward to reuni-
ting with his brother, who
has been held in a separate
prison since Cauthen was
18. They only see each
other only in court, and
January’s evidentiary hear-
ing was the first time in
years that they embraced.

“Me and my little brother
should be at home right
now, and this should be
over with,” Cauthen said.

The  brothers occa-
sionally talk by phone
when they both manage to
call their mother at the
same time, and she con-
nects the lines. But, they
said, they miss the rela-
tionship they had growing
up.

Ingram said the family
was extremely close when
the boys were young, in-
cluding her oldest son, Jo-
seph Cauthen, who is now
43. When the boys were
teenagers, she left her
shifts at Bojangles to meet
them at the rec center and
took her sons to Bible
study several times a week.
With extended family
nearby, the boys always
had someone looking out
for them.

“They came from a struc-
tured home,” Ingram said.
“They came from people
that love them. They had a
support system.”

When her sons were first
held in a Morganton facility
as teenagers, Ingram vis-
ited them twice per week,
as often as the prison al-
lowed. Banner and
Cauthen were later split up
and shuffled between
prisons throughout the
next decade, and Ingram
drove up to eight hours
round trip each week to
visit her sons, depending
on where in the state they
were.

Separated by glass, In-
gram and her sons would
put their hands up to each
other’s at the end of the
visits. Before departing on
the long drive home, In-

gram would sit in the park-
ing lot and cry.

“The visits were always
nice,” Ingram said through
tears. “It was just that
when I had to leave, and I
can’t say whether it was
hard on them, but I can
certainly tell you, it was
certainly hard on me.”

Currently, Cauthen is
held in Pender Correctional
Institution in Burgaw — the
opposite side of the state
from his brother, who is
330 miles away in Moun-
tain View Correctional In-
stitution in Spruce Pine.

Ingram speaks with
Banner twice per week,
which is as often as the
prison allows. Cauthen’s
prison has fewer restric-
tions, and he stays on the
phone with her each night
until it cuts off at 10 p.m.
Inrecent years, Ingram has
been able to see her sons at
their court appearances in
Forsyth County, where she
still lives.

When Ingram scrambled
to prepare her sons’ home-
comings, only for the state
to block their release, she
said it felt like the world
was crumbling around her.
But, she said, she’s tried to
stay strong for her sons.

“Somebody has got to be
mad, somebody has got to
be angry, and I'm going to
be that person,” Ingram
said.

Dismissing the charges

Broadie vacated the
charges based on newly
discovered evidence and
ineffective assistance of
counsel. That evidence in-
cludes a key witness re-
canting her prior
testimony and new re-
search that explains why
the teenagers might have
falsely confessed.

When the five men were
accused at ages 14 and 15,
the state brought in one
witness: Jessicah Black, a
16-year-old white girl who
was with the five Black
boys at the time of the
murder. At the jury trials,
Black testified that she
drove the boys near Jones’
house and heard the boys
yell at Jones as they beat
him to death.

She now says that was all
a lie.

In the January evidenti-
ary hearing, Black said that
the officers at her initial
questioning told her she
would go to prison as an
accessory to murder if she
didn’t testify for the state,
and she had to repeatedly
alter her story to match
what they wanted her to
say.

“Everything 1 said to
them had to be changed,
time and time again,” Black
said at the January hearing.
“And then once they would
stop asking me about cer-
tain things, I made the as-
sumption that I got it right,
I finally got it right.”

Black first recanted her
witness testimony to a
Houston Chronicle journal-
istin 2019, and she has re-
peated her statement
under oath several times
since then.

Broadie found her recan-
tation to be credible, and it
was part of his decision to
vacate the charges with
prejudice in August.

“There is reasonable
probability that but for the
admission of Ms. Black’s
false testimony, a different
result would have been
reached at the Defendants’
trials,” Broadie wrote.

Northeastern University
Professor of Law Daniel
Medwed, who has focused
his research on wrongful
convictions, said courts
tend to view recantations
with caution.

“Often recantation cases
are ones that prosecutors
are skeptical of because
they think maybe someone
got to the witness, and
maybe the witness is feel-
ing intimidated, or maybe
they, for whatever reason,
begin to doubt the credibil-
ity of that witness now,”
Medwed said.

Mumma said she thinks
Black had no external mo-
tivation to recant.

“Her life has been hell
since she recanted,”
Mumma said. “She’s gotten
death threats, she’s had
health issues because of
the stress. There is no
benefit.”

Black could not
reached for comment.

Broadie also ruled that

be

new psychological re-
search on false confes-
sions, published after the
2004 trials, qualifies as
newly discovered ev-
idence. Studies now show
that prolonged detention
and isolation, as well as
mental impairment, can
lead teenagers to falsely
confess.

The teenagers didn't
have adults present during
their initial questioning
and were in the police sta-
tion for more than eight
hours before their taped
confession statement, ex-
periencing hours of isola-
tion and intermittent
interrogations that weren’t
recorded. An expert asked
to review the case testified
in January that the defen-
dants were mentally dis-
abled, according to their
school reports.

Broadie also determined
ineffective assistance of
counsel, stating the trial at-
torneys failed to investi-
gate the defendants’
intellectual  disabilities.
This means the attorneys
didn’t use evidence of cog-
nitive impairment to ex-
plain the voluntary
confessions.

The men testified at the
evidentiary hearing that
they thought they could go
home if they said what the

officers wanted them to
say.

“You don’t isolate a child
like that,” Cauthen said in
an interview. “You don’t do
that. That is a child, that is
somebody’s child.”

In the state’s petition to
block Broadie’s dismissal
of the charges, it states a
new trial is the proper
remedy for recantation ev-
idence and ineffective as-
sistance of counsel, rather
than the dismissal of
charges.

Banner welcomes the
idea of a retrial.

“Since I was 14, I've been
telling them I didn’t do it,”
he said.

Additional evidence pre-
sented at the January hear-
ing showed that the DNA at
the crime scene doesn’t
match any of the defen-
dants, and Broadie ruled
that this evidence contra-
dicts the state’s case at the
jury trial. The DNA profiles
were developed using test-
ing kits made available
after 2015, and thus
counted as newly discov-

ered evidence, Broadie
ruled.
“The DNA  profiles

further serve to corrobo-
rate Defendants’ assertions
that their confessions were
false, that Ms. Black’s tes-
timony at trial was also

false, and the Defendants
were not present at the
scene of the crime,”
Broadie wrote.

‘Waiting for the storm to pass’

If they’re eventually re-
leased, Banner and
Cauthen both said they
want to use their platforms
to advocate against injus-
tice in the legal system,
especially for wrongfully
convicted people.

“The quicker I get out,
the quicker I can be a voice
for them,” Banner said.

There’s no set timeline
for how the appeals pro-
cess will move forward.
Mumma thinks it could be
at least two years before
the appeal is final.

While they wait for more
news, Cauthen reads and
plays chess to occupy his
mind while staying up to
date on the legal filings,
reading up on his case.
Banner stays busy with his
job as a supply clerk and
playing basketball, and
they both check in with
their mother every week.

“I'm just waiting for the
storm to pass through,”
Banner said.

Until it does, there will be
two empty rooms in In-
gram’s house, as she waits
for the day her boys return
home.

Nathaniel Smith was comic foil
and road manager to Kevin Hart

Thank you for all that u did .... I love you

Continued from page 1A

Mr. Smith was often the subject of rou-
tines in Hart’s act over the years, in which
he was described as the foil in their argu-
ments. Hart often described their dustups
as brotherly banter that personified their

connection.

In a social media post written the day of
Mr. Smith’s death, Hart shared:

“I lost a dear friend today.... Nate you
are a legend in this game of comedy.... I
am honored to have been able to call you
my road manager.... You taught me so
much about this business... ur loyalty
and dedication was unmatched.... U had
a heart of gold man.... Sometimes misun-

Love u”

His

derstood by some but never by me.

for life man. You will be missed. RIP

Mr. Smith was an integral part of Hart’s
success over 12 years as tour manager.
work won praise
comic/actor, who took to social media to
document gifting him with a new car.

“My Road Manager of 12yrs Nate Smith
walked into his home and found a nice
surprise in his garage,” Hart wrote. “We
argue like cats and dogs but ur loyalty has
never been in question. Ilove your old ass
man...Thank you for your help in making

from the

St. Augustine’s University wants
to sign Trump education pact

Continved from page 1A
rollment figures aren’t
available. Late last year, St.
Aug’s lost its accreditation,
though a federal court
overturned that decision.
Classes were held online
this fall.

The 158-year-old univer-
sity is the first HBCU to
show interest in the com-
pact, which would require
colleges to make a number
of changes to their policies
and practices in exchange
for potential benefits such
as an edge in federal grant
competitions.

The Trump administra-
tion first invited nine uni-

versities to give feedback
on the document, and
none in the group decided
to sign on. Since the pro-
posal was made public in
early October, several uni-
versities have rejected it,
arguing the federal fund-
ing should be based on
merit, not adherence to a
president’s priorities. The
administration has initially
aimed to finalize the com-
pact by Nov. 21, but that
deadline has reportedly
been extended.

Peoples and Gibson
wrote that they support the
compact’s goal to
strengthen academic excel-

lence, accountability and
transparency in higher ed,
and they see alignment be-
tween St. Augustine’s his-
toric mission and the
administration’s proposal.

Despite their other reser-
vations, “Saint Augustine’s
University remains eager
to participate as a con-
structive partner and early-
engagement institution,”
they wrote. They asked the
department to work with
HBCUs to shape a final
agreement that upholds
“both the letter and spirit
of the Compact while safe-
guarding our statutory
purpose.”

Planes, tramns and automobiles:
Holiday travelers are taking off

Continved from page 1A
giving week.

Flyers are encouraged to plan in ad-
vance regarding airport parking reserva-
tions. Passengers should reserve parking
online in advance at parkCLT.com or the
airport’s app and arrive at their parking
spot at least 30 minutes before arrival

time.

Of 25,000 parking spots at Charlotte

Douglas, 15,000 can be booked online.

To ensure a smooth departure, airport
officials suggest travelers arrive at the
terminal at least two hours before a do-
mestic flight and three hours before an
international trip.
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Continved from page 1A
system.”

“I don’t know if that was a lie, be-
cause they look stupid,” Kerri said, “if
that was just something to say to
breeze off the inconvenience and the
racial profiling.”

Kerri and Ali are U.S.-born citizens.
She posted the Instagram video as a
warning to all - not just Spanish
speakers or Latinos.

“He’s like, Tm just working. I'm just
trying to do my job,”” Kerri explained.
“He was like, ‘1 understand that you're
trying to do a so-called job, but the
way that they’re going about it doesn’t
make any sense. They’re just ran-
domly pulling people over.’”

Kerri criticized poor coordination
between agents during their Charlotte
operations.

“They’re just going up to random
people because they think you look a
certain way,” she said. “There’s no ac-
tual system of organization,” refer-
encing numerous videos posted to
social media of agents chasing people
or pulling up in vans and snatching
them off the streets.

“You just don’t know what type of
ICE agent you’re gonna have. Maybe
one day you have an ICE agent that
isn’t aggressive, then you get some
that are really aggressive.”

Kerri didn’t expect her Instagram
post, which surpassed 78,000 views
as of Nov. 24, would get so much trac-
tion. Some viewers commented in
panic, stating that they are light-
skinned or have biracial children who
may be targeted. Others have been
negative, like one commenter who
wrote Ali “should get deported.”

“You might not even be Hispanic,
but if you can pass or are light-
skinned, they might just question you
anyway,” Kerri said in the reel. Kerri
said she believes Ali didn’t think he’d
be bothered by agents because he
isn’t Latino or undocumented.

Skin tone no deterrent to
federal racial profiling

[TSKERRIMELINA VIA INSTAGRAM
Ali, pictured with his wife Kerri, was pulled
over and interrogated by federal immigra-
tion enforcement officials last week as part
of Operation Charlotte’s Web, according to
a post by Keri. Both are native-born U.S. cit-
izens.

Since then, U.S. Rep. Alma Adams,
whose congressional district includes
Charlotte, posted a bulletin to Insta-
gram reels urging those who have
faced similar racial profiling to con-
tact her local office at (704) 344-9950
or her Washington, D.C., office (202)
225-1510.

“Our community is under siege,”
Adams said. “ICE and border patrol
are roaming this community profiling
people, picking people up, it does not
matter who you are.”

Since last week, state and federal of-
ficials have released conflicting state-
ments regarding whether Border
Patrol agents are leaving the Charlotte
area.

North Carolina colleges battle a
growing food insecurity scourge

By Catherine Wiles

UNC MEDIA HUB

Nearly 30% of college students in a re-
cent survey reported suffering from food
insecurity, according to a recent study ac-
ross five North Carolina colleges.

Researchers from Meredith College, Ap-
palachian State University, East Carolina
University, Western Carolina University,
and the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill surveyed over 3,000 students
on their food insecurity status, demo-
graphic identifiers, and health metrics
like stress, sleep, and fruit and vegetable
intake.

Across all five schools, 29.4% of stu-
dents reported either “low” (12.9%) or
“very low” (16.5%) food security. A
further 16.7% reported marginal food se-
curity, indicating stress over food avail-
ability, but without reduced quality or
quantity of food.

“Low food security, in its most basic
terms, is where people are struggling on
a day-to-day basis, but they’re maybe not
necessarily hungry,” Adam Hege, an as-
sociate professor of public health and
dean for research and graduate education
at Appalachian State and corresponding
researcher for the study, said. “They may
just face challenges to find access to
healthy, affordable food. Low food secu-
rity is where we’re looking much more at
being hungry, really wondering where
their next meal in general is going to
come from.”

There are a number of reasons college
students experience a higher level of food
insecurity than the broader population,
which is closer to 13.5%. College tuition
is a large expenditure, especially for stu-
dents who are living on their own for the
first time. While low-income students
have gained greater access to higher edu-
cation over the years, the cost of tuition
still places enormous pressure on low-in-

come and first-generation students, Hege
said.

First-generation college students, stu-
dents whose families relied on SNAP or
other food benefits, and students who are
eligible for work-study programs were
significantly more likely to report low or
very low food insecurity, according to the
study.

“I think for the traditional college stu-
dent, it is their first time on their own,”
Hege said. “So some are coming from
families where they’re the first one in
their family to come to college, or they
may be facing income-related challenges
as they get to college. But beyond just
that, being a college student, learning to
take care of yourself on a day-to-day
basis, is something new oftentimes, and
we recognize that campuses do a fairly
good job of providing meal plans and
those types of things, but we also know
that those can’t meet all needs, that those
create challenges.”

Ethnic and gender minority status also
played a role in which students were
more likely to suffer food insecurity, ac-
cording to the study. While there was no
statistically significant difference be-
tween students who identified as “white”
as compared to “non-white,” Hispanic
students reported higher rates of food in-
security than their non-Hispanic counter-
parts: 37.1% of Hispanic students
reported low or very low food security,
compared to 28.5% of non-Hispanic stu-
dents. LGBTQ+ students also reported
greater food insecurity than heterosexual
students, and a startling 58.6% of stu-
dents who identified as nonbinary,
agender, or other genders outside of the
male-female binary reported having very
low food security.

When students are unable to eat a con-
sistent, healthy diet, it can have a pro-
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Fewer international students are enrolling in U.S. schools like UNC Chapel Hill due to immigration
and visa rollbacks and deportations.

(Global student enrollment
slows amid US crackdown

By Emaan Parvez
UNC MEDIA HUB

The number of inter-
national students enrolled
in U.S. universities has
fallen sharply compared to
last fall, according to re-
cently released federal
data.

According to fall 2025
snapshot data from the an-
nual Open Doors report
from the Institute of Inter-
national Education, new in-
ternational student
enrollment has dropped by
17%. The decline reflects a
new wave of immigration
policy under President
Trump’s second term, as
the administration moves
to tighten oversight of stu-
dent visas and expand fed-
eral monitoring.

Changes to the immigra-
tion policy first began dur-
ing the spring semester,
when overnight, students
and campus offices were
notified that visa records
were being flagged for re-
view under new federal
guidelines. By morning, in-
boxes filled with anxious
messages: Was my SEVIS
record still active? Could I
travel home for spring
break?

“That week felt like a
blur,” said an undergradu-
ate student from India at
UNC Chapel Hill, who re-
quested anonymity to
speak freely about their
immigration status. “Ev-
eryone was panicking, and
no one could tell us what
was actually happening.”

At UNGC, six students had
their SEVIS records ter-
minated by the federal
government in April, which
affected more than 300
students nationally. The
six UNC students were
eventually reinstated, but
the incident sent shock-
waves through the inter-
national student
community on campus.

A UNC spokesperson said
the university’s Inter-
national Student and
Scholar Services office
worked with multiple cam-
pus departments including
the Dean of Students and
Carolina Student Legal
Services, to support af-
fected students.

In the months that fol-
lowed, the restrictions
deepened. In May, Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio
instructed U.S. missions
abroad to stop scheduling
new appointments for stu-
dent-visa applicants while
the State Department pre-
pared to expand social-
media vetting
requirements, according to
a State Department cable
obtained by Reuters.

On June 4, President
Trump signed a proclama-
tion suspending entry for
nationals from 19 coun-
tries, including full bans
on student visas for Af-
ghanistan, Burma, Iran,
Libya, Somalia, and
Yemen, and partial sus-
pensions for several
others. Student-visa over-
stay rates — ranging from

17% in Burundi to 70% in
Equatorial Guinea — were
cited as justification.

That same day, Trump
signed a separate procla-
mation suspending new
student visas for Harvard
University, citing concerns
about foreign ties and
campus protests.

By August, the crack-
down had left more than
6,000 students without

In September, Trump is-
sued Proclamation 10952,
which imposed a $100,000
fee on new H1B visa appli-
cations, a work visa many
international students rely
on after graduation. The
administration later pro-
posed capping inter-
national undergraduates at
15 percent of enrollment at
nine top-tier universities,
with no more than 5% from
any single country, accord-
ing to a White House memo
dated Oct. 2.

Each change added
another layer of uncer-
tainty for those already liv-
ing with it.

“Whenever I see a head-
line about visa delays or
SEVIS terminations, I imme-
diately worry that my own
status could change over-
night,” said an undergrad-
uate at Columbia
University from Pakistan,
who also requested ano-
nymity. “There’s this con-
stant anxiety that one
policy change, one pro-
cessing error, or one ex-
pired document could
uproot everything I've
worked for.”

Immigration  attorney
Rishi Oza of Brown Im-
migration Law said the re-
cent wave of terminations
and policy shifts signal a
narrowing pathway to legal
immigration in the United
States. “I've had a number
of clients whose SEVIS
records were terminated
for seemingly innocent rea-
sons — not criminal, just
technical violations,” Oza
said. “It feels arbitrary.”

The United States still
hosts about 1.1 million in-
ternational students, ac-
cording to the 2024 Open
Doors report. Federal data
show the drop was steep-
est in several regions: arri-
vals from Africa fell 33%,
from the Middle East 17%,
and from Asia 24% — in-
cluding a 44% decline from
India, the largest source of
international students.

Oza added that the pat-
tern fits a broader effort to
make immigration pro-
cesses more restrictive.
“Overall, this aligns with
what the administration
seems to be doing — mak-
ing it harder to come to or
stay in the U.S., which,
frankly, is part of what
Trump ran on,” he said.

For international stu-
dents, that reality has re-
shaped what once felt like
a straightforward path
from classroom to career.

“What drew me to study
in the U.S. was its sense of
opportunity — a belief that
if I worked hard enough, I
could make it,” said the
student from Columbia
University. “But lately, that
sense of opportunity feels
narrower.”

Economists warn that the
consequences could ripple
far beyond higher educa-
tion. International stu-
dents contribute billions of
dollars each year through
tuition, housing, and local
spending, while also fuel-

ing research and innova-
tion across universities and
industries. According to a
projection from the Na-
tional Association of For-
eign Student Advisers, a
sustained drop in enroll-
ment could result in $7 bil-
lion in lost revenue and
60,000 fewer jobs nation-
wide.

“Higher education is one
of the country’s largest ex-
ports,” said Giovanni Peri,
said Giovanni Peri, profes-
sor in international eco-
nomics and founder and
director of the Global
Migration Center at Univer-
sity of California, Davis. He
added that limiting inter-
national enrollment not
only reduces a key source
of U.S. revenue but also
drives away the skilled
graduates who help power
innovation and growth.

Peri noted that inter-
national students play a
critical role in sustaining
research and technological
growth: Roughly 40% of
Ph.D. students in STEM
fields are foreign-born, a
group that drives much of
the country’s innovation
pipeline. Losing them, he
said, could weaken the
foundation that supports
U.S. leadership in science
and technology.

As opportunities in the
United States narrow, many
students are beginning to
look elsewhere. Countries
such as Canada, Australia,
and the United Kingdom
have rolled out policies de-
signed to attract the same
pool of talent, offering
faster visa processing,
clearer  post-graduation
work paths, and, in some
cases, permanent-res-
idency options.

“Student mobility works
in networks,” Peri said. “If
Indian or Chinese students
start going to Switzerland
or Australia instead of the
United States, others will
follow.” He added that
companies are already
adapting by moving re-
search and innovation
hubs to cities like Van-
couver, where immigration
laws make it easier to hire
foreign talent.

But for the students be-
hind the statistics, the con-
sequences are personal.

“The hardest part is feel-
ing like all your effort
might not lead anywhere,”
said the international stu-
dent at Columbia Univer-
sity. “You can pour your
heart into your academics,
internships, and network-
ing, but still face road-
blocks because of
something completely out
of your control.”

Still, amid the anxiety,
there remains a flicker of
faith in the ideals that first
drew them here. “What
keeps me hopeful is the be-
lief that the U.S. still re-
wards resilience and
ambition,” the student
said. “Despite all the ob-
stacles, I'm not ready to
give up on that dream yet.”

SAVE 5155

12 HOLIDAY WINES + BONUS GIFTS

st [

rowereo v | AITHWAITES

Go to GetOSWine.com/Sip373

legal status, according to
reporting by Reuters citing

UNC Chapel Hill student Kennedy Williams in the Carolina Cupboard, which is part of the Carolina
a State Department official.

Food Pantry Network on campus.

or call 1.844.647.1896 and mention code AHNE0OI

Omaha Steaks Wine is operated independently from Omaha Steaks, LLC.

Full terms and conditions online. Void where prohibited by law.




4A

NEWS & OPINION | The Charlotte Post

Thursday, November 27, 2025

The Charlotte Post

The Voice of the Black Community
Gerald O. Johnson | CEOQ/PUBLISHER

gerald.johnson@thecharlottepost.com

André P. Johnson | CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER

andre.johnson@thecharioftepost

Herbert L. White | EDITOR IN CHIEF
herb.white@thechariottepost.com

Published weekly by The Charlotte Post Publishing Company
Inc., 5118 Princess Street, Chariotte, NC 28269 (USPS #965500).
Subscription is $65 per year. Periodicals postage paid at Char-
lotte, NC. Postmaster: Send address changes fo The Charlotte

Post, PO Box 30144, Charlotte, NC 28230

Good news 1n Rust
Belt, but America
trends downward

Thirty miles south of Chicago, the Gary Works
steel mill is getting a $14 billion modernization,
protecting tens of thousands of jobs.

Similar investments are underway in Pittsburgh.
On the surface, these are the head-
lines American manufacturing needs.
But the bigger story is far darker: ac-
ross the country, American manufac-
turing is losing ground. Gary and
Pittsburgh are exceptions, not the
rule.

The pace of manufacturing growth
between 2022 and 2024 meant that
this year we were supposed to create
as many as 200,000 new manufactur-
ing jobs and position America to
seize the future of the global automobile industry.

Instead, we are on track to lose nearly 80,000.
Policy shifts in big, new labor-intensive industries
like electric vehicles, battery assembly, and clean
energy manufacturing threaten to cancel or delay
projects that could have reshaped the landscape
of American industry and delivered tens of thou-
sands of good-paying jobs. At this rate, American
automobile manufacturing risks becoming a gas-
powered nostalgia act.

Most Americans now live at the same address:
we live where there used to be a factory. And when
that factory shut down, what shot up was jobless-
ness, hopelessness, opioid and meth addiction.
Suicide, homicide, violence, and multigenerational
crushing poverty followed.

We know this not as abstraction but as lived re-
ality: communities hollowed out, families broken,
hope evaporated.

The consequences are more than economic. MIT
research shows that communities exposed to
trade shocks and manufacturing decline became
more politically radicalized. Workers didn’t just
lose jobs—they became more susceptible to ex-
tremes across the political spectrum. The collapse
of industry didn’t just shrink wallets; it poisoned
our politics.

I turned 21 the year NAFTA passed. Since then,
because of NAFTA, China’s permanent normal
trade relations, automation, and foreign competi-
tion, 65,000 American factories have closed.

Entire towns vanished from economic maps, and
the social and political cost has been immense.

Yet from 2022 to 2024, momentum toward re-
building American manufacturing emerged. Clean
energy manufacturing created 330,000 jobs. Com-
panies announced $265 billion in investments,
with three out of four dollars flowing to counties
hardest hit by factory closures. Battery plants in
Arizona and Michigan. Solar manufacturing in
Ohio and Texas. Wind turbine assembly in small
towns. These were labor-intensive jobs—the kind
that restore communities, not just output.

And yet, that momentum is slipping away. Policy
shifts in big, new labor-intensive industries like
electric vehicles, battery assembly, and clean
energy manufacturing threaten to cancel or delay
projects that could have reshaped the landscape
of American industry and delivered tens of thou-
sands of good-paying jobs. Gary and Pittsburgh
are bright spots, but they cannot carry the coun-
try. Without broader investment, the address most
Americans live at — where a factory used to be —
remains unchanged.

Even if we modernize steel, the United States
risks becoming a supplier nation: producing raw
materials while China and other countries dom-
inate the high-value, finished products of the 21st-
century economy.

China already controls 65% of the global EV mar-
ket, 18% of Europe, and over 80% of Latin America.
By 2030, four of every ten cars worldwide will be
built there. If we abandon EV and battery produc-
tion, the steel we produce will feed foreign fac-
tories, not American workers. Without investment
in EVs, batteries, and advanced auto manufactur-
ing, American automobile production risks be-
coming a gas-powered nostalgia act — while China
drives the future of cars, both electric and globally
competitive.

Meanwhile, Washington is paralyzed. The federal
government has shut down because parties can-
not agree on the basics. This dysfunction mirrors
our failure in industrial policy: if the country can-
not unite to produce, it cannot protect the com-
munities left behind by decades of decline.

It doesn’t have to be this way. Bipartisan indus-
trial policy could rebuild manufacturing and re-
vive communities. Workers, whether in
Republican or Democratic districts, want the same
thing: stable, middle-class jobs in the places where
factories used to stand.

The research is clear: rebuilding industry re-
duces the political toxicity that has been rising for
decades. This is not partisan theory — it is practi-
cal necessity.

We’ve seen what fills the void when we abandon
communities: addiction, violence, hopelessness,
despair, and division. We’ve seen what happens
when we invest: jobs, stability, opportunity, and
even the possibility of greater comity and unity.
America’s future — and the health of our politics
— depends on which path we choose.

Ben Jealous is former national president and CEO
of the NAACP. He is professor of practice at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania.

BENJAMIN
JEALOUS

We’re living n a Crowtheresque era

There’s too much news
delivered all the time, and

much does
not fit the def-
inition of
news. What

once felt fi-
nite, coherent,

| and depend-

able has mor-

phed into a

MaY ceaseless tor-
MARTN  rent of noise,
BRYAN  with  social

media adding
more static.

Hal Crowther wants us to
remember that it was not
always this way. A short
twenty years ago, “there
were a few dozen news
sources, many of which
had honestly earned the
public’s trust.” Today, we
face “hundreds of compel-
ling, conflicting voices.
And literally millions of
strident voices, their moti-
vation sinister or un-
known-- a host of
unreliable narrators vying
to tell America’s story.”

For readers craving a fa-
miliar, reliable, but razor-
sharp voice, Crowther
delivers in his new book,
“Bible Belt Blues.” He gives
a bird’s eye view of the
swirling chaos of what
passes as news with his
funny, insightful, sharp,
strident, sometimes scath-
ing voice in this collection
of essays from 2010 to
2023.

Crowther lives in Hills-
borough with his wife,
novelist Lee Smith. He has
written for Time and News-

week and many other pub-
lications. His syndicated
column was known for its
keen cultural and political
criticism. “Bible Belt Blues,”
published by Blair in Dur-
ham, is his fifth book.

Crowther writes: “What
I've attempted to gather
here is a series of rational
reactions to irrational
forces. It's my fondest
hope that my plea for rea-
son will not be mistaken
for another version of the
party line, another partisan
pleading.” Crowther
mourns the decline of the
profession of journalism
and the loss of its goal to
“get the story right.”

In the introduction,
written just as Trump was
inaugurated for the second
time, Crowther happily ad-
mits how well he knows his
audience: “Since no one
who admires or respects
Mr. Trump will be likely to
read this book, I address
myself only to his detrac-
tors.”

The essays cover a range
of events and topics: archi-
tecture, Dante, “randy”
politicians or “randy”
preachers, the queen of
England, and the environ-
ment. In the foreward, Lee
Smith says of Crowther’s
writing: “It’s an honor and
a revelation to be here
when it happens.” This
dense nugget of a book is a
revelation in itself, more
sane, civil, and decent than
the news tsunami. It is not
light reading, but it is de-
lightful.

Crowther is often com-
pared to the illustrious H.L.
Mencken, a polarizing
scholar and journalist ac-
tive in the early 1900s.
Mencken was famous for
his biting satirical style.
Many called Mencken the
greatest American journal-
ist of the last century, and
a good many people also
found him cruel for his
scathing mockery of
people he didn’t like. Many
found him elitist and an-
tagonistic. Crowther holds
a fascination with Mencken
and his contradictions and
wrote a book about him
with a telling title - “An In-
furiating American: The In-
cendiary Arts of H.L.
Mencken.”

Crowther himself won
the Baltimore Sun’s H.L.
Mencken prize for his own
writing in 1992.

Crowther admired
Mencken because he was
relevant. He shocked and
appalled, but he mattered.
He was widely read and
utterly fearless, analyzing
and sharply criticizing
America and democracy
without hesitation or fear
of the consequences.

Crowther does the same.

But he sees his mission
as somewhat benevolent,
like an educator and re-
former. If you argue well,
he thinks, and tackle the
right issues, you might just
change people’s minds and
things might just gradually
improve. For him, writing
is the tool to shine a light
on what’s really happening

and help people see the
world more clearly.

That’s what he does in
“Bible Belt Blues,” spot-
lighting various events
from the last decade. He
nudges-- even pushes-- us
to think with critical and
clear minds. He’s not
afraid to give us his opin-
ions, but he urges us to
have our own. “This is
what I think. Feel free to
disagree,” he challenges
us.

In the last essay, “Out of
Date,” Crowther flirts with
what it means to become
obsolete. He finds a silver
lining: “When you're out of
date and committed to it, it
frees you up some.” He
goes on, “The parade goes
by, and it can be highly en-
tertaining as long as you
don’t have to march, to
learn the cadence and keep
up the pace. You pick a
choice seat on the review-
ing stand and watch, unen-
cumbered by performance
anxiety, status, or public
opinion.”

The word “Menckenian”
has earned its place in dic-
tionaries as shorthand for
Mencken’s sharp, caustic
style. So why not make
room in our own vocabu-
lary for “Crowtherian,”
“Crowtherisms,” and
“Crowtheresque?” After all,
Crowther’s brand of rel-
evant, wide-eyed observa-
tion — seasoned with
satire, saltiness, and South-
ern wit — is well worth
celebrating.

Special sessions, politics and pawns

Democrats and some in
the media have gotten
their panties in a wad over
the legislature’s refusal to
call a special session in re-
sponse to Gov. Josh Stein’s
request.

It wasn’t the
first time this
happened. In
2017, Gov.
Roy Cooper
called for a
special  ses-
sion to redraw
legislative dis-
tricts. The U.S.
Supreme
Court had declared 28
legislative districts were
unconstitutional because
they were racially gerry-
mandered. The legislature
refused to call the special
session Cooper requested -
lawmakers said they were
already in session. Besides,
the governor had no au-
thority regarding the draw-
ing of legislative districts.

Let’s be clear about spe-
cial sessions. The governor
may declare one, but the
legislature doesn’t have to
convene a special session
at a governor’s call. Article
II Section 2 of our Constitu-
tion states that a special
session can only be called
by the President of the Sen-
ate and the Speaker of the
House. However, Article III,
Section V (7) states, “The
Governor may, on extraor-
dinary occasions, by and
with the advice of the
Council of State, convene
the General Assembly in
extra session by his procla-
mation, stating therein the
purpose or purposes for

Tom
CAMPBELL

which they are thus con-
vened.”

The language about “with
the advice of the Council of
State,” was recently added
- a response to Cooper’s
handling of COVID.

We doubt that the entire
Council of State gave the
“advice” called for. Non-
etheless, the question is
whether this is an “extraor-
dinary occasion.” Governor
Stein and Democrats say
yes. Republicans, espe-
cially Senator Berger and
House Speaker Hall say
that what the governor and
Democratic legislators are
doing is a political stunt.
They don’t plan to convene
and take any votes until
after the first of the year.

Governor Stein has gone
on the counteroffensive,
saying the lawmakers,
“made the time to damage
our democracy with the
gerrymander. But when it
comes time to protect
people’s health care? When
it comes time to enact a
comprehensive budget?
They’re on vacation, and
they’ll see us next year. All
while North Carolina fam-
ilies pay the price. That’s
unacceptable.”

Here’s my spin on this
back-and-forth finger
pointing.

If what Stein is engaging
in is a “political stunt,”
Berger, Hall and the Repub-
licans can easily and
quickly end it by just pay-
ing the Medicaid balance.
After all, they claim they
are already in session; be-
sides, they have billions
socked away in rainy day

funds. They are going to
end up paying the amount
sooner or later. If they
don’t, they really will come
off looking stingy and un-
caring.

Lawmakers knew there
was some $319 million
more needed to ensure we
fully funded Medicaid
when they appropriated
$600 million in the mini-
budget passed in July. But
because they couldn’t
reach agreement about
funding for other projects,
they adjourned without
acting. They had another
chance when they recently
came back into session to
redraw congressional
maps, but they didn’t. Both
Houses have agreed to pay,
they are snarled in dis-
agreement about the
budget itself.

Understand that this isn’t
just the ever-present Re-
publican-Democrat  dis-
agreements. What we are
witnessing is an inter-party
disagreement among Re-
publicans in the House and
the Senate. When these is-
sues occurred in the past,
the Senate has pretty much
run roughshod over the
House, but new House
Speaker Destin Hall has
stiffened the spines of the
House and Senator Berger
isn’t used to that. Besides,
Berger is distracted. He is
facing his most serious pri-
mary election challenge in
more than a decade and is
being cautious.

We are the only state that
doesn’t have a budget in
place, again because of dif-
ferences between the

House and Senate Repub-
licans. The latest word
from lawmakers is that no
attempts will be made to
pass a budget until after
the new year. This means
pay has been frozen for
some 161,000 teachers
and state employees for at
least six months after the
new budget year was sup-
posed to begin.

If this truly is a political
debate, the Republicans
are losing it. They are look-
ing like their brethren in
Washington, unable to
reach agreements. They
aren’t doing the jobs their
constituents sent them to
Raleigh to do. And they
surely don’t seem to care
about those on lower in-
comes with healthcare
needs.

It’s not a good look for
them. Meanwhile, Gov-
ernor Stein is winning
points with the media,
Medicaid patients, with
more compassionate Re-
publicans (and there are
some) and especially with
Democrats.

The real main issue is
that more than 3 million
residents of our state who
are Medicaid patients are
threatened with losing
their healthcare insurance.
It is unconscionable that
they are being used as
pawns in a political discus-
sion.

North Carolina used to be
better than that.

Tom Campbell is a Hall of
Fame broadcaster and col-
umnist who has covered
North Carolina public pol-
icy issues since 1965.

NC college campuses battle food mnsecurity

Continued from page 3A
found impact on day-to-
day life. Students experi-
encing very low, low, or
marginal food security re-
ported statistically higher
rates of stress, poorer
sleep, and lower perceived
health than their peers.
“Food insecurity is not
just that if somebody’s
hungry, they’ll feel that
physical feeling of being
hungry,” said Jessica Sol-
davini, an assistant profes-
sor at the Department of
Nutrition at UNC-Chapel
Hill who also worked on
the study. “It’s really im-
pacting them in so many
different ways, and their
ability to succeed as a col-
lege student. So when
we'rethinking about the
college student audience,
you're just thinking about
their ability to succeed in
school. And you know, it’s
much more challenging if
you're stressed out, if your
sleep is being impacted, if
you're not getting nutri-

tious food.”

While this study did not
examine the impact of
food insecurity on stu-
dents’ academic perform-
ance, similar studies have
found that food insecurity
has a significant impact on
GPA and graduation rates.
In one study at a large Ap-
palachian university, for
example, food-insecure
students had an average
GPA of 3.3, while their
food-secure counterparts
had an average GPA of
3.51. In another study,
food-insecure  students
were found to be less likely
to graduate: non-first-gen-
eration students had an ap-
proximately 10% lower
graduation rate if they
were food-insecure, and
the gap was slightly wider
for first-generation stu-
dents.

For Maureen Berner, a
professor of public admin-
istration and government
at UNC-Chapel Hill who
also participated in the

study, it was one student’s
experience of food insecu-
rity that first inspired her
to study food insecurity on
college campuses.

“Something that moti-
vated me was giving talks
about food insecurity in
general, and then actually
having a student who had
a significant named schol-
arship to UNC but was still
having difficulty making it
through the weekends,”
Berner said. “They had
come from a very limited-
means background, and
they were still struggling.
And that just made me
think, ‘Wow. What is the
role of educational institu-
tions in supporting stu-
dents?””

In 2016, Berner and Sol-
davini, then a PhD student,
conducted a campus-wide
study that revealed that
nearly 1 in 4 UNC-Chapel
Hill students were food in-
secure.

Since then, Berner and
Soldavini have collabo-

rated on a number of insti-
tutional studies across the
state and beyond to ex-
amine the prevalence and
effects of student food in-
security.

“This is a much larger
philosophical issue: what’s
the role of a private univer-
sity versus a public univer-
sity? I think this is
something that universi-
ties struggle with,” Berner
said. “We absolutely want
every single student to
succeed and to perform to
the best of their ability.
And, you know, UNC, we
want people to go win
Nobel prizes, and start new
corporations, and do great
things.

“Across the board, we
want every student to be
successful, right? How do
we best do that, while also
maintaining the respon-
sibility of the university to
the people of the state of
North Carolina who are
supporting the univer-
sity?”
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By Herbert L. White
herb.lwhite@thechariottepost.com

The final chapter on Johnson C.
Smith’s greatest football season is fin-
ished.

Frostburg State beat the Golden Bulls
21-7 in the first round of the NCAA Di-
vision II playoffs by controlling the line
of scrimmage and forcing mistakes
that led JCSU to play catch-up from the
first quarter. The result left the No. 11-
ranked Golden Bulls, seeded second in
Super Region 1 for their first tourna-
ment berth, with a program best 10-2
record and valuable experience for the
future.

By Herbert L. White
herb.lwhite@thechariottepost.com

Frostburg State had Johnson C.
Smith’s attention.

The Golden Bulls, who lost to the
Bobcats 21-7 in the opening round of
the Division II tournament last week,
didn’t look past them for a potential
third meeting against CIAA rival Vir-
ginia Union, who they beat 45-21 for
the conference title. To advance, JCSU,
the No. 2 seed in Super Region 1 and
No. 11 in the final regular season
coaches poll, needed to take care of
business at McGirt Field. As it turned
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“Right now, it’s [time] to love up my
guys and make sure they understand
that it’s supposed to hurt, but then look
back on what we’ve done,” coach Mau-
rice Flowers said. “We haven’t
had time to reflect on it, but the
lessons that we know we’re going
to learn, that’s easy to see. We
had three turnovers, I believe, if
not four. We know that’s one of
our things to our formula for suc-
cess. Three turnovers, you can’t
win. And then we had mental er-
rors. We just did some things
where we just normally don’t do with
mental errors. And then we just did not

out, both CIAA programs bowed out.
“Not a chance about this being a trap
game,” Golden Bulls coach Maurice
Flowers said at the final pregame press
conference. “Our entire focus is on
Frostburg State. The first day the
bracket came out, of course, you see
the whole bracket. We did our selection
show gathering, and we saw that Vir-
ginia Union was there. That’s all we did
was see it. There’s been no talk of it in
our coaching staff and in coaching staff
meetings within the team. ... All our
focus is on Frostburg State, because
there is no game with Union if we don’t

Flowers

Johnson C. Smith defensive end Jalen Alexander (6 in blue jersey) tackles Frostburg State running back K.J. Smothers in their NCAA Division Il playoff game at McGirt Field. Frostburg
State won 21-7 to advance to the second round. Alexander, a senior, finished with four tackles. Smothers rushed for 115 yards and three touchdowns on 16 canies.

Flowers: “You can’t go backward’

JC Smith s historic campaign included program s second CIAA title and most wins in a single season

do our job on a consistent basis.”
Seventh seed Frostburg State (10-2)
put its stamp on the game. The Bobcats
seized a 14-0 halftime advantage - the
first time all season JCSU failed to
score in a half - and limited the
Golden Bulls to 269 yards on of-
fense, including 50 on the
ground. Frostburg State’s pass
rush was relentless, sacking JCSU
quarterback Kelvin Durham five
times and forcing a pair of inter-
ceptions. The fatal blow, how-
ever, was a fumbled exchange
between Durham and Bobby Smith at
the Frostburg 29 early in the fourth

Golden Bulls ultimately eliminated by their mirror image

handle this one.”

Frostburg State, ranked 24th in the
final regular season poll, shares similar
traits to JCSU. Both have balanced of-
fenses that average 32.5 (FSU) and 36.0
(JCSU) points per game and defenses
ranked in the top 22 in the country.
They share another attribute - physi-
cality on both sides of the ball.

The Bobcats are “not as big as Val-
dosta State (who JCSU beat 28-16 on
Sept. 6), but a very big team,” Flowers
said. “I would say they were similar.
They have similarities of a couple of
years ago when Walsh (Ohio) came
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quarter that killed a potential game-
tying drive.

“Frostburg is a great team,” said
Durham (18-of-28, 219 yards, TD), who
set new JCSU single season records for
total offense, touchdown passes, pass-
ing yards, and completion percentage.
“They have a lot of great players on
their team, but I just feel that we hurt
ourselves. Not to make it about myself,
but I'had four turnovers. I haven't done
that all season and it shows - we lost...
so [I'm] just trying to reflect back and
not think about how much bad I did
but try to think positive about all the

Please see CHANGES | 8A

here, and Walsh was a big, physical
football team, and this team is a much
better Walsh-type of team, and we lost
to Walsh, I'll add. We know we’ve got
our work cut out for us (against) a very,
very good football team, well coached,
(10-2) football team, a champion, so
you know they know how to fight for
four quarters, and they know how to
respond to adversity.”

The Golden Bulls’ CIAA run galva-
nized JCSU’s campus and alumni sup-
port along the East Coast. To
accommodate an expected bump in

Please see WINNING | 6A

At last, Hough and West Charlotte square off

By Cameron Wiliams
cameron.wiliams@thecharlottepost.com

At long last, Hough High’s Huskies and
West Charlotte Lions will battle.

Preseason drama unfolded when Hough,
No. 1 in The Post’s Magnificent Seven rank-
ings, wanted to play No. 2 West Charlotte
when both teams had a schedule opening.
Lions coach Sam Greiner wanted to avoid it
for RPI reasoning but knew they would likely
see the Huskies in a postseason scenario.

“We knew that in all likelihood this would
happen,” he said. “We didn’t know at what
point in the playoffs we would play [before
the brackets came out] but we knew that we
would more than likely end up playing
Hough. It works out perfect for both parties
where this is a state semifinal game. The win-
ner is the regional champion that goes to
states to represent the West. Everyone is
prepped for this game, and it is what it is. ...
They are a great football team, and we are a
really good team as well. A clash of the ti-
tans.”

West Charlotte is 10-2 with losses coming
to Greensboro Grimsley, which is ranked

Please see HUSKIES | 8A

‘Hard work works’ as Young and receivers develop chemistry

By Jeff Hawkins

FOR THE CHARLOTTE POST

‘A hampered Bryce Young limped to the
Mercedes-Benz Stadium podium,
moments after gutting out a
franchise-best passing perform-
ance.

The much-maligned Carolina
Panthers quarterback grinned
when asked about his injured
right ankle, which was re-injured
twice during a 30-27 overtime
victory over the Atlanta Falcons.

“Yeah, it’s good,” Young said,
opening his post-game press conference.

Rebounding from a poor Week 10 perform-
ance, Young compiled a single-game, team
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Hough High quarterback Ethan Royal (1) has led the Huskies to a 12-0 record going into Friday’s
8A playoff game against West Charlotte. Hough is No. 1 in The Post's Magnificent Seven rankings.

ESPN
B Bl
MEAC
) W

ESPN folks are idiots!

They were geniuses a couple
of months ago after deciding to
move the South Carolina State-
North Carolina Central football
game up a day for a primetime
broadcast. The game more than
lived up to its billing, and many
believed the win-
ner would win the |g
conference cham-
pionship.

South Carolina
State did, but no

one, except the
Delaware  State ’
folks, predicted

the road to the BONITA
Cricket Celebra- BEST

tion Bowl in At-
lanta would go
through Dover, Delaware.

The matchup should’ve been
on an ESPN network, not
stream. If you think the SCSU-
NCCU game was a classic, so

record 448 passing yards, rallying the Pan-
thers from a 14-point, second-quarter deficit.
With coach Dave Canales digging deeper into
the playbook, Young helped complete the
comeback by delivering a go-ahead touch-
down pass with 1:35 remaining in regulation
and a season-long 54-yarder to set up the
game-winning field goal.

Here’s what stood out to the coach.

“Just the resilience,” Canales said Monday.
“(It was) an opportunity to show his team-
mates that he wants to be out there with
those guys to win that game with them."

Also aided by the Panthers’ young receiving
corps creating better separation against the
Falcons’ predominant press coverage, Young
completed 31-of-45 passes with three touch-

downs, including a 36-yard connection with
Xavier Legette on a third-quarter fly route.

“There was a concerted effort to make sure
Xavier had one-on-one opportunities,”
Canales said.

Is it time to set Young free?

Panthers’ passing attack breaks out

Entering Week 11, the Panthers’ passing of-
fense averaged just 5.36 yards per play,
which ranked 29th in the NFL. Their 164 pass-
ing yards per game ranked 30th. Considering
they produced just 21 passing plays of 20 or
more yards, it’s little wonder why opponents
shifted their defensive focus to stopping the
Panthers’ ground game.

Canales absorbed part of the blame.

Please see BRYCE | 6A

was Saturday. Idiots!

At the MEAC Football Media
Day in July, host LeSean McCoy
spilled some beans on how De-
Sean Jackson and Michael Vick
were all humble in public but
were talking trash in chat
rooms that they were going to
win the MEAC.

Well, only one of them
backed it up.

Delaware State, which was
picked to finish last, opened
the season with a loss at in-
state rival Delaware, but the

Please see SC STATE | 6A
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ticket demand to match the turnout for
last week’s conference title game, tem-
porary seating was added.

“We had fans coming from a lot of
different places,” Flowers said. “I was
told buses came from New York, New
Jersey, D.C. area; alumni buses came,
but we know a large part of that crowd
was from Charlotte, and those fans
now make the short trip down here to
Summit [Avenue]. We would expect a
good crowd. I would really expect us to
be something close to a sellout, if not a
sellout.”

Final announced attendance: 4,293,
just short of McGirt Field’s 4,500 capac-
ity.

Notes

On the injury front, linebacker Qua-
varis Crouch (Harding High) was active
Saturday after missing the previous
three games. Crouch, a Harding High
graduate was credited with a tackle and
pass breakup in his final collegiate con-
test, finished eighth in tackles among
Golden Bulls with 25 (19 solo, 2.5 for
loss) and a pair of sacks.

- Football wasn’t the only competi-
tion on campus last Saturday. It was
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Johnson C. Smith football set new standards in coach Maurice Flowers’ fourth season
with a program-best 10 wins and the second CIAA fitle after a 56-year drought. The
Golden Bulls also rallied the campus and alumni during their march to the conference
championship and their first berth in the Division Il playoffs. “We want to be an example
on our campus, not just on the field,” Flowers said, “but we want to be an example in
the classroom and how we handle ourselves on campus in general.”

Winning season energized
Golden Bulls fans, alumni

also the final day of the Tip-Off Classic
at Brayboy Gym, where the Golden
Bulls basketball team beat Morris (S.C.)
College 97-80. Flowers, who played
basketball as well as football at JCSU, is
mindful of the impact winning can
have on campus.

“This isn’t anything that 'm saying
or it’s not anything that's groundbreak-
ing, but if you have winning football,
winning football should help you fuel
other sports,” he said. “It should help
fuel enrollment at a university, so we
take that very seriously. We want to be
an example on our campus, not just on
the field, but we want to be an example
in the classroom also by how we han-
dle ourselves in the classroom and how
we handle ourselves on campus in gen-
eral.

“But we want to because as we know
Johnson C. Smith has long been a bas-
ketball school, known as a basketball
school, and deservedly so. (Retired
coach) Steve Joyner (is) a Hall of Famer,
a legend and it just feels good to be
able to add to that with our football
program having the success that it is
having. It should help every sport that
we have.”

Confinued from page 5A
good we did.”

Frostburg State, on the other hand,
took care of the ball and

Changes coming after historic
season for JC Smith football

Even with an unceremonious exit, the
Golden Bulls are taking lessons into the
future. There’ll certainly be roster

changes with Durham

controlled tempo via its
ground attack, which
ground out 188 yards.
The Bobcats’ offensive
line gashed JCSU’s front
seven and K.J. Smothers
turned those openings
into 122 yards and three
scores on 16 carries.
“They beat our butt and
it hadn’t happened to our defense all
year long,” Flowers said. “We dressed
10 defensive linemen ... and we always
pride ourselves on having a rotation.
We just didn’t play up to par on a con-
sistent basis. We did some things today
that we normally don’t do. They did
some good things, but we’re a gap con-
trol defense. We had some guys not
control their gap, so if you don’t con-
trol your gap, there’s free run in there.”

and top receiver Deandre
Proctor (career-best 14 re-
ceptions, 139 yards and a
score) moving on but the
foundation for another
run is in place.

“When I was out there
with the guys and we
shared words, the offsea-
son workouts we’re going
to have are going to be incredible,”
Flowers said. “The summer workouts
we have, they’re going to be incredible
because now these guys have set a
standard. We have a standard of how
we practice, how we go about our busi-
ness, to keep building on where we are
right now. I'm excited. Disappointed
for the moment, yes, but excited for the
future of the program, because you
can't go backwards.”

Proctor

SC State, Delaware State earned

« HIGH SCHOOLS »

Huskies and Lions meet in

third round of NC playof

Confinued from page 5A

14th in the nation by MaxPreps. The other
was to Rock Hill South Pointe, South Car-
olina’s top-ranked team and in the hunt for
a state title.

Hough, the 8A West No. 1 seed is 12-0
with marquee wins over Rock Hill South
Pointe, Independence, Mooresville, Myers
Park and West Forsyth. Huskies coach De-
Shawn Baker said it is great for Mecklen-
burg County to have two teams this good
to represent CMS.

“This game means a lot,” he said. “For the
Charlotte area and the whole city to have
teams of this caliber. The whole city will
try to come out for this one. I just think it’s
a staple of North Carolina football. North
Carolina has good players and good teams,
too. Everyone talks about South Carolina,
Florida, and Californias of the world, but
we have top tier talent here too. This game
will show that. We know it’s a big game. All
the hype around it won’t matter when the
ball is kicked off at 7 p.m. on Friday night.”

Greiner and Baker have a mutual respect
and acknowledge both have sound teams
that make worthy competitors. West Char-
lotte has scored 417 points this season to
just 82 allowed. Hough has 473 points and
just 93 points against them. The Huskies
are ranked No. 1 in the 8A classification
and the Lions are second.

“West Charlotte is the most talented team
in the state,” Baker said. “There's no deny-
ing that. I will never deny that. I give them
credit. They have grown a lot. They had a
lot of sophomores last year, some fresh-
men. So, they’ve played together for a year
now, and they’re clicking and they're

S

rolling. I expect their confidence level to be
high. I expect them to come in here and do
what they do. But again, we don't let it get
too big. We are not going to get into all the
rah-rah stuff unless they bring it to us.”

Greiner said after winning last year’s 3A
championship that West Charlotte went
from the hunters to hunted. While Hough
may not have a state title, Baker feels being
undefeated in 2025 and unbeaten against
Mecklenburg County rivals since he has
been at Hough makes the Huskies the team
to beat.

“We are still the hunted,” Baker said.
“Yes, we haven’t won a state championship
and there is no denying that. So, when peo-
ple say this or that about us, I don’t get
upset about it because we haven’t won the
big one. But everyone knows there isn’t a
team in Charlotte that has beaten us in
however long. I tell the kids all the time we
are like Alabama. No matter who it is we
play, they are going to give us their best
each and every Friday night. So, the stan-
dard is the standard, and we just try to
keep the main thing the main thing and
that is to play our best ball each time we
take the field.”

Greiner encourages fans to show up for
two teams that on paper are as equal as
they come.

“Both of these teams are going to be well
prepared for one another,” he said. “It
doesn’t matter the records, whoever the
best team is will prevail. I know the
coaches on both sides are going to do the
best we can do. There is no clear advantage
to either team. I know it’s cliché, but you
have to come see this one for yourself.”
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West Charlotte High, No. 2 in the Magnificent Seven, overcame a 1-2 start fo fashion a nine-
game win sireak going into the Lions’ third round 8A playoff game against Hough.

football respect and believers

Continued from dpc:ge 5A
game revealed so much
more.

The Hornets’ defense
showed talent and poten-
tial, while running back
Marquis Gillis showcased
the good things to come on
offense with 123 yards.

Delaware State’s three-
game win streak didn’t si-
lence the doubters,
however, since one team
was a CIAA member and an-
other was winless. The Hor-

nets’ next two losses to Sa-
cred Heart and Monmouth
only proved they were pre-
tenders all along. Right?

The mark of a well-
coached team is it gets bet-
ter as the season progresses
despite drama on or off the
field.

Jackson admitted the
transfer portal was a help
and a hindrance with egos
and clashing personalities,
and yet the staff managed
to keep it all together to get

to this moment.

“We all fell in love with the
grind, we fell in love with
the potential,” said the fu-
ture MEAC coach of the
year. “...There is a lot of tal-
ent here. They just needed
love and encouragement.”

SCSU coach Chennis Berry
can empathize with the
Hornets’ lack of respect
from the media. Bulldog
fans weren’t too keen on his
hiring two years ago.

It didn’t matter that he

went 27-7 at Benedict in
three seasons and earned
two playoff berths. This was
the storied South Carolina
State program with 18
MEAC championships by
legendary coaches Willie
Jeffries and Buddy Pough.

One critic harped that
Berry was 0-2 in those play-
off appearances, so how
was he going to win in the
bigger, stronger MEAC.

The Bulldogs now have 19
conference championships.

Another common thread
between the two teams is
they went through Durham
to get there. Delaware State
spoiled NCCU’s conference
opener with a 35-26 win,
and S.C. State spoiled its
home finale, 34-27.

Who would have thunk it?

These first-year coaches
coming in and winning di-
visions and championships
is sending folks out the
door. Tremaine Jackson has
Prairie View in the SWAC

championship game in his
first year, which opened up
the Southern job.

Berry won the MEAC in his
first two years and Jackson
has DSU relevant again.
Somewhere, an athletics di-
rector is checking his
budget sheet.

Bonitta Best is sports editor
at The Triangle Tribune in
Durham.

Bryce Young and Panthers receiver corps developing chemistry and experience

Continved from page 5A

“It’s a collective group effort and it starts
with myself,” he said Friday. “(We) have to
make sure we put a good plan together and
put them in position to be successful (by)
running routes that complement their
skillsets.

“From there, it’s just about chemistry
and timing, something the guys have been
working tirelessly on for weeks now. They
continue to grow together. They continue

to make strides and I'm excited to see them
out there (against the Falcons).

“What I know is hard work works.”

It did against Atlanta.

Connecting with nine different receivers,
Young registered a career-best 212 yards
on passes of at least 10 air yards. He also
finished with 302 yards during in-rhythm
attempts (within 2.5 to 4 seconds), the sec-
ond-most among QBs this season, accord-
ing to Next Gen Stats.

The Panthers pulled off a key NFC South
win by discovering an aerial attack against
what was the league’s top pass defense.
The Falcons previously failed to surrender
more than 221 passing yards this season.

Rookie Tetairoa McMillan, who continues
to display traits of a future receiving cor-
nerstone, led the Panthers with eight
catches for 130 yards and two touch-
downs. He was one of five players with at
least 52 receiving yards as Young broke

Cam Newton’s previous single-game
record of 432 yards. Legette, who had zero
catches against the Saints, hauled in four
passes for 83 yards. The 36-yard TD was a
career-best effort. Coker added a 2-point
conversion.

“I'm pleased with the group in general,
building on the hard work they’ve put in,”
Canales said.
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