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JCSU esports
adds digital
partnerships
By Ashley Mahoney

ashley.mahoney@thecharlottepost.com

Johnson C. Smith University is building partnerships for its esports and gaming program.
JCSU’s Metropolitan College of Professional Studies
introduced an esports and gaming management program as a minor this semester, becoming the first
historically Black college to offer one. The school announced Tuesday a partnership with Riot Games, a
Los Angeles-based esports organization, less than
two weeks after announcing a partnership with
Nacon Gaming, an international video gaming equipment company. JCSU also offers a four-course noncredit bearing certificate program which provides
professionals with insight into esports and gaming
industries. An esports lab and an esports club, as
well as the minor are also part of JCSU’s offerings.
“We are excited and thankful for the ongoing support, continued growth and educational/industry
recognition of what we are building with our esports/gaming educational program and ecosystem,”
said adjunct professor John Cash Jr. “This fabulous
strategic partnership with industry leader Riot
Games will reap great benefits for our students,
JCSU, and the HBCU community at large.”
Said Laura Colson McLean, dean of Metropolitan
College: “We are excited about the dynamic opportunities that these partnerships will provide our students as we collaborate and engage with leading
esports industry organizations.”
JCSU’s partnership with Riot Games will provide
curriculum support, guest lecturers, industry conPlease see JCSU|2B

Charlotte opens $4
million food service
grant program
By Ashley Mahoney

ashley.mahoney@thecharlottepost.com

The city of Charlotte is launching the Food Service
Recovery Grant program.
The initiative, which started this week, will provide
$4 million to local food and beverage businesses that
have been hit by the COVID-19 pandemic. Eligibility
requirements include being headquartered within
Charlotte’s city limits; established prior to Jan. 1,
2020; earned revenue exceeding $30,000 in 2019
and not be involved in bankruptcy proceedings.
Nonprofits, liquor stores and adult entertainment establishments are ineligible.
The program is part of the city’s Open for Business
initiative, which will provide $50 million to small
businesses whose local workforce has been impacted by the pandemic. The city will begin accepting applications at 12 p.m. on Sept. 21 and closes on
Oct. 19. Grants will be awarded on a first come, first
served basis. Bars, caterers with five or
fewer employees, food trucks and
restaurants are eligible for $10,000
On The Net
in grants and those with six or
charlotteopenmore employees may receive up to
forbusiness.co
$25,000.
The city estimates 350
m
local businesses will receive grants.
Another layer of the Open for Business initiative includes StreetEats to provide
$400,000 to support local restaurants. StreetEats is
designed to provide outdoor dining opportunities
through the city’s right of way, private streets and
parking lots. The program kicks off in Plaza Midwood on Thomas Avenue, and will take place
throughout the city. Details will be provided in the
coming weeks.

POPROCK PHOTOGRAPHY

Kristen Bandoo and Chef Anthony Denning are partners in Another!? Food Truck. They’re also engaged.

Another!? Food Truck
is absolutely no joke
Branding hook aside, mobile food service carves a unique path
By Ashley Mahoney

ashley.mahoney@thecharlottepost.com

Charlotte has Another!? Food
Truck.
What started out as a joke turned
into business branding for Chef
Anthony Denning and his fiancé
and business partner Kristen Bandoo, who launched the concept
earlier this month. For Denning, it
was a period of transition, when
he and former 225 Street Food coowners Robert Knight and Maurice
Jackson decided to go their separate ways in January. Denning
was left with the truck.
“I was in the kitchen talking to
my fiancé saying, ‘I’m going to
open another food truck,’” he said.

“She was like, ‘just call it another
food truck.’ We started thinking
about all the trucks in Charlotte.
We wanted the name to kind of be
trendy.”
Their logo pokes fun at the idea
of Charlotte having yet another
food truck.
“Most people haven’t realized
yet that the eyes in the logo is
really someone rolling their eyes,”
Denning said. “We wanted it to be,
‘oh, another food truck,’ and play
into that.”
The joke does not stop with the
name and logo. It continues on the
menu, with names like Average
Sauce, which is compared to a
Southern-style Polynesian BBQ
mix. The goal is to create anything

but average cuisine with the initial
menu including: Carolina Patriot,
a Carolina-style shrimp roll with
Carolina slaw; house-made Average Sauce served on a New England-style roll; Hot Chicken
Smash, which is a grilled cheesestyle sandwich served with grilled
chicken breast, Monterey jack
cheese, house pickles; Green Monster (house-made herb ranch) and
crispy onions; Dirty Mac, which is
macaroni and cheese with braised
beef, collard greens, Average
Sauce and topped with a cornbread crumble—one of Denning’s
favorite dishes; Quesadilla Birra,
which is braised beef, queso,
smoked jalapeno aioli and Juicy
Please see ANOTHER!? |2B

Manage health during COVID-19
FAMILY FEATURES

Diabetes and heart disease are two pre-existing
medical conditions that researchers believe contribute to elevated risk of
severe complications from
COVID-19. In fact, patients
with two or more pre-existing conditions have 4.5
times greater risk of needing treatment at a hospital
if they contract COVID-19,
according to estimates by
the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.
How diabetes affects
heart health
If you have diabetes,
your body either makes
too much or not enough insulin, which results in too
much glucose in your
bloodstream. Over time,
high blood glucose levels
can increase damage to
your organs, including
your heart, brain and kidneys.
Diabetes is associated
with a buildup of plaque
that can clog arteries, so
the longer you live with
type 2 diabetes, the higher

your cardiovascular risk.
At least one-third of people
with heart failure have diabetes, and heart disease is
the leading cause of death
and a major cause of heart
attacks, heart failure,
strokes and disability for
people living with type 2
diabetes.
Managing high blood
pressure and high cholesterol, which are common in
people with type 2 diabetes, along with keeping
blood glucose levels in
check, supports heart
health and may also prevent or slow down progression of chronic kidney
disease – another condition
that heightens the risk of
severe COVID-19 complications.
COVID-19 precautions
Considering that people
with conditions like diabetes and heart disease are
at higher risk for severe illness from COVID-19, it’s
especially important to
keep
health-related
numbers in healthy ranges
and manage these con-

GETTY IMAGES

Take precautions with pre-existing medical conditions that can
be made worse by COVID-19.
ditions, in addition to tak- talk to your doctor or pharing precautions against macist about available recontracting the virus. Con- sources. Stopping your
sider these tips from the medication without talking
American Heart Associa- to your health care protion and American Dia- vider could lead to serious
illness or death.
betes Association:
• Know your numbers. If
• If you’ve delayed or
postponed medical ap- you have diabetes, check
glucose
levels
pointments due to COVID- blood
19, it’s vital to resume frequently and make necthem, either in person or essary adjustments to insulin and diet to keep
through virtual options.
• Continue to take medi- levels under control. If you
cation as prescribed. If have high blood pressure,
you’ve lost your medical make sure to monitor that
Please see MANAGE | 2B
insurance or can’t afford it,

«RIDES

Ram 1500 Rebel pickup combines comfort and toughness
By Winfred Cross
SPECIAL TO THE POST

Ram’s 1500 truck went
through a total redux last
year, making a very good
truck even better.
One of America’s favorites can be configured just
about any way you want,
depending on how deep
your pockets are. May I
suggest the Rebel Crew cab
addition.
The Rebel is designed for
some serious off- roading
if that’s what you need. Or,
if you just want to look
good while driving, the

Rebel can do that as well.
The truck comes standard
with an electronically locking rear axle and excellent
ground clearance. There’s
also a standard 360-degree
backup camera to help
with towing.
My Ram Rebel was powered by an optional 3.0liter turbo diesel. It has
been updated with a redesigned turbo, new fuel injector nozzles and intake
ports. It now makes 260
horsepower with 480pounds-feet of torque. It’s
more fuel efficient this
year, offering 29 miles per

gallon on the highway and
24 mpg combined.
The engine is coupled to
an eight-speed transmission which does its job
very well. The diesel engine may not have a bunch
of horses, but the torque
output is enough to make
it feel more powerful. It’s
not the quickest to 60
miles per hour, but fast
enough. This thing is built
more for tramping through
the woods, not blazing
down the highway.
Ironically, the truck’s
highway moves are also
stellar. My test truck was as

comfortable as some luxury sedans. The optional
four corner air-suspension
helps in handling and comfort. Bumps are soaked up
on the worst roads and the
handling is non-truck like.
If you are cornering at
speeds a little higher than
you should you aren’t
afraid of losing control. It’s
still a truck, but a truck
that handles very well.
The Rams interior is a
sweet place to sit. The
leather seats are comfortable and accommodating.
The dash is an easy thing
to read and, like a lot of ve-

FCA GROUP

The 2020 Ram 1500 Rebel pickup truck.
hicles, can be configured a etched-red piping on the
lot of different ways. The black interior is a nice
touch screen is large and touch.
looks more like a tablet
The rear seat is roomy
than screen. The laser
Please see RAM | 2B
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Another!? Food Truck Ram 1500 Rebel combines
comfort and pickup toughness
is absolutely no joke
Continued from page 1B
Sauce—a different take on birria consommé.
“The menu was actually inspired by
the Northeast and the Deep South,”
said Denning, a Raleigh native and Art
Institute of Charlotte alumnus. “I
wanted to take two completely separate cuisines and merge them in a
way. A lot of the techniques are plays
on things from the New England area
and things from the Deep South.”
Denning’s goal is to open his own
restaurant.
Denning and Bandoo were scheduled to get married on Aug. 1, but

COVID-19 postponed those plans. The
extra time allowed them to dedicate
themselves to launching Another!?
Food Truck while still planning their
wedding.
“We didn’t have to postpone it, but
it made more sense because we didn’t
want to expose our grandparents to
[potentially contracting the virus] because we have a lot of people in our
wedding party,” Denning said. “It
would’ve been impossible to open
when we opened if we had gotten
married last month. We’re actually
getting married March 27.”

Continued from page 1B
and as comfortable of the
front. There are lots of
storage pockets and USB
ports to please everyone.
All passengers will appreciate the 19-speaker Harmon
Kardon stereo, no matter
where they sit.
The Ram Rebel has a
great deal of standard
equipment at $47,990. But
someone doing the ordering got a little check happy
with the option’s boxes.
There are packages and big
stand-alone items which
made this vehicle go from,
kind of expensive to oh,
wow.
The Rebel 12 package includes power adjustable

front seats, heated steering
wheel, Apple CarPlay, Android Auto, five years of SiriusXM traffic service,
SiriusXM, 4GLTE hotspot
and
Harmon
Kardon
stereo. The Rebel Level 2
package includes dual
zone air conditioning, remote proximity keyless
entry, remote start, power
folding mirrors with supplemental turn signals,
power adjustable pedals
and rain-sensing wipers.
Major stand-alone options include panoramic
sunroof, 3.0-liter turbo-diesel engine and air suspension.
The as-tested price come
to $71,305. Oh, wow. To be

fair, that’s about average
for trucks this size loaded
to the gills. Trucks do double duty these days and
America loves its trucks.
Pros:
• Handsome exterior
• Functional, high-quality
interior
• Exceptional ride quality
• Quiet ride
• Great storage management
• Comfortable sets
• Exceptional stereo
Cons:
• Pricey
Email Winfred Cross at
cross@alldaytech.com.

JCSU esports adds digital
partnerships to portfolio

TALIA BROWN | NATIONAL NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION

The Accidental Parfait evolved from a lava cake gone very, very wrong.

Continued from page 1B
sultation, scholarships, esports lab equipment and
furnishings, internships,
and career insights for participating students.
Riot Games is known for
publishing video games
such as League of Legends
and Valorant. The League
of Legends World Championship serves as a premier esports tournament.
“Riot is humbled to team
up with JCSU and encourage students to pursue opportunities in the growing

Esports industry,” Riot
Games esports tech lead
Scott Adametz said in a
statement. “This partnership amplifies Riot's own
diversity and inclusion endeavors, supports outreach
programs
and
creates opportunities for
diverse candidates through
scholarships and internships.”
Said JCSU’s BerNadette
Lawson-Williams, advisor
to the esports and gaming
program, and online sport
management program co-

ordinator at Metropolitan
College: “We are honored
to partner with Riot Games.
Their support is paramount in catapulting our
students into unlimited career paths within the esports
and
gaming
industries.”
Fall classes began at JCSU
on Sept. 8. The school is
operating under remote instruction for the semester,
with the intent of bringing
students back to campus
for the spring.

Continued from page 1B

and meditation can help
improve your mental
health.
• If you or someone
around you has symptoms
of heart attack or stroke,
remember to call 9-1-1 as
the hospital is still the safest place to go in a medical emergency.
• If you have diabetes,

talk with your doctor about
ways to reduce your risk of
heart attack, heart failure,
stroke and COVID-19.
Visit KnowDiabetesbyHeart.org for resources like
diabetes-friendly recipes,
success stories and a list of
questions to ask your doctor.

The Bake: The Accidental
Parfait from early disaster Manage health during
COVID-19 pandemic
By Paris Brown

NATIONAL NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS
ASSOCIATION

Originally, this recipe
was not a parfait.
It was a lava cake gone
very, very wrong. But when
life gives you lemons, you
make lemonade — or a
chocolate parfait.
The first mistake I made
was that I didn’t correctly
butter my pans, so the
cake wouldn’t come out of
the pans.
The second mistake I
made was that I didn’t
know that there’s a big difference between lava cake
batter and cake batter. So,
I ended up making a bunch
of regular chocolate cake.
When I realized my mistakes, I trashed the lava
cake idea and decided to
do an easy parfait or trifle.
I whipped up some buttercream and whipped cream
and started layering. I also
made some simple syrup
for my cakes to moisten
and sweetened them. And
it’s way better than my
failed lava cake. It’s like the
saying, “The third time’s
the charm.”
Enjoy this treat made accidentally.
Ingredients

Cake:
• 1 3/4 cups all-purpose
flour
• 3/4 cup cocoa powder
• 1 3/4 cups sugar
• 2 tsp baking soda
• 1 tsp baking powder
• 1 tsp salt
• 2 tsp espresso powder
• 1/2 cup unsalted butter
• 2 room temp large eggs
• 2 tsp vanilla extract
• 1 cup milk
• 1 cup strong coffee
Buttercream:
• 2 cups unsalted butter
room temp
• 6 cups powdered sugar
• 2 tsp vanilla extract
• 4-6 tbsp milk
• Whipped cream (storebought is fine, too):
• 1 pint heavy cream
• 2 tsp vanilla extract
• 1 1/2 cup powdered
sugar Simple Syrup:
• 1 cup sugar
• 1 cup water
Instructions
1. Preheat the oven to
350 degrees F
2. Butter and flour pans.
3. Combine flour, cocoa
powder, sugar, baking
soda, baking powder, salt,
and espresso powder together in a large bowl. Set
aside.
4. Beat the butter, eggs,

and vanilla together until
combined. Add some of
the flour mix and mix.
Then add some of the milk
and mix. Continue to alternate until everything is
fully combined. Then add
the coffee a little bit at a
time. Fill prepared pans
and bake for 20-25 minutes or until a toothpick
inserted comes out clean.
Cool completely.
5. Beat the butter until
smooth. Add powdered
sugar a little bit at a time.
Add milk and vanilla extract. Set aside.
6. Whip the heavy cream,
powdered sugar, and vanilla extract until stiff
peaks form. Set aside.
7. In a medium saucepan
over medium heat, combine water and sugar and
heat till it boils. Cool.
8. Pour simple syrup over
the cake, but don’t over
saturate it.
9. Cut the cake into small
rectangles. Put a layer of
cake in a trifle bowl or
small clear ramekins. Add
a layer of buttercream and
continue layering, ending
with cake. Top with whip
cream.
10. Enjoy

number regularly from
home.
• Manage stress, which
can also impact blood glucose and blood pressure
levels. In addition to maintaining your social support
network (even if it’s
through social distancing),
exercise, adequate sleep

Secure your savings.

Lock in your rate today.
Competitive checking and savings offerings and
great customer service from the #1 capitalized
major bank in the U.S.1

11-Month CD or IRA CD Special

0.80%

APY*

6-Month CD or IRA CD Special

0.75%

APY*
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The smash burger combines pork with pulses, avocado and chilis.

Make taste , nutrition a priority
with powerful food pairings
FAMILY FEATURES

According to the Journal
of Nutrition Education and
Behavior, studies have
proven that eating meals
together as a family can
improve communication
and relationships, which is
especially important during times of uncertainty
and life’s more difficult

moments.
Great-tasting
foods like pork and pulses
can be combined to bring
families together with
quality nutrition, which
helps bodies survive and
thrive.
Pulses are the nutritionally dense, edible
seeds of legumes including
dry peas, beans, lentils and

chickpeas. Together with
pork, this pairing provides
critical nutrients to support weight management
and immune function,
along with plenty of protein – providing all nine essential amino acids – fiber,
B vitamins, zinc, iron, potassium, selenium and foPlease see MAKE| 3B

Open an account at ozk.com or one of our local branches.**
*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective as of the publication date. Offer applies to new CDs only.
$1,000 minimum deposit is required to open CD and to earn stated APY. Penalty for early withdrawal.
IRA CD is subject to eligibility requirements. Offer not available to brokers, dealers and other ﬁnancial
institutions. Fees could reduce earnings. Offer subject to change without notice. Offer good in
Mecklenburg County, NC only.
**IRA CD must be opened in person and cannot be opened online.
1
#1 capitalized U.S. bank based on Tier 1 Leverage Ratio for the 100 largest publicly traded banks
as of 3/31/20.

MEMBER FDIC
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Fall finger food for dessert
CULINARY.NET

Pumpkin is the flavor of
the season when fall comes
around, especially when
used in heartwarming desserts and sweet treats the
whole family can enjoy.
This autumn, when your
loved ones start searching
the kitchen for sweets, you
can turn to Spiced Pumpkin Carrot Cheesecake
Cupcakes for a tasty handheld way to appease those
festive cravings. Combining pumpkin quick bread
with a handful of household ingredients, this easy
recipe makes it simple to
serve up traditional tastes
NETFLIX VIA THE ASSOCIATED PRESS in a matter of minutes.
Plus, with kid-friendly inAn image from the French independent film “Cuties” has spurred the wrath of political leaders against
structions that call for minNetflix, which is showing the movie on its streaming platform.
imal complicated tasks, the
whole family can enjoy
creating these cupcake
masterpieces together as a
celebration of moments
spent together.
Find more seasonal desserts at Culinary.net.
Spiced Pumpkin Carrot
Cheesecake Cupcakes
Serves: 12
have made it a sticking cautionary tale in either diBy Lindsey Bahr
1 box (14 ounces) pumppoint that Netflix has a pro- rection — which is one reaTHE ASSOCIATED PRESS
duction deal with former son why anyone watching
The backlash to the President Barack Obama the film looking for clear
French independent film and Michelle Obama, al- messages about right and
“Mignonnes,” or “Cuties,” though neither have any wrong is bound to be disstarted before it had even association with “Cuties.” appointed, maybe even
been released because of a
Congressman Ken Buck outraged.”
poster that went viral for of Colorado tweeted that
Doucouré was inspired to
its provocative depiction he and Rep. Andy Biggs of make the film partly beof its young female actors. Arizona also want DOJ to cause she observed some
But the spotlight has only investigate.
11-year-old girls dancing Continued from page 1B
intensified since the film
Missouri Sen. Josh Haw- “like we’re used to seeing late.
became available on Net- ley, a Republican, also sent in video clips” at a gathAs part of the Powerful
flix last week and it has be- a letter to Netflix CEO Reed ering in Paris and wanted Pairings
initiative,
come the target of Hastings asking for the to investigate why such launched by the National
heightened politicized out- film to be removed from young girls were mimick- Pork Board and USA Pulses
rage from members of the platform while he ing such adult behavior.
in an effort to promote
Congress, including U.S. awaits answers about how
“Our girls see that the pairing whole foods to
Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas, the film was made and more a woman is overly bring taste, balance and
and others online calling marketed.
sexualized
on
social nutrition to the center of
for subscribers to #CancelThe criticism is not just media, the more she is suc- the plate, this recipe for
Netflix.
from Republicans. Demo- cessful. Children just imi- Green Chili Jack Smash
At the heart of the back- cratic Hawaii Rep. Tulsi tate what they see, trying Burgers encourages a nulash is the idea that “Cut- Gabbard of Hawaii, in a to achieve the same result tritious way to enjoy fresh
ies” is dangerously and Twitter post called “Cuties” without understanding the taste.
irresponsibly sexualizing “child porn” and included meaning,” Doucouré said.
Find more information,
pre-teen girls, which, iron- a photo of the recalled “It is dangerous.”
resources and recipes at
ically, is what the movie it- poster and wrote that it
Her protagonist, Amy, is powerfulpairings.com
self is criticizing too. The will “certainly whet the ap- at the crossroads of concampaign against the film, petite of pedophiles & help flicting messaging from
Green Chili Jack Smash
which includes calls for the fuel the child sex traffick- her family, French Western Burgers
Department of Justice to ing trade.”
Courtesy National Pork
culture and the “hyper-real
investigate it and hundreds
“Netflix, you are now fiction of social media,” Board and USA Pulses
of thousands calling for complicit,” Gabbard con- she said.
Servings: 4
subscribers to cancel their tinued.
Doucouré encouraged
Netflix accounts, is riddled
Burger patties:
But this time Netflix is audiences to watch the
with inaccuracies due in not apologizing.
1 pound ground pork
film “without judging this
part to the fact that some
4 tablespoons red onion,
“It’s an award-winning child.”
critics have not seen the film and a powerful story
According to Lauren scrubbed with vegetable
film (one claims that there about the pressure young Aronson, a representative brush under running water
is child nudity when there girls face on social media for Cruz who said he has and finely minced
is not).
1
teaspoon
garlic,
and from society more not seen the film, the inNetflix said in a state- generally growing up — tent of the filmmaker is not minced
ment that it is a, “social and
1 teaspoon chipotle chili
we’d
encourage the point.
commentary against the anyone who cares about
“There should be abso- powder
sexualization of young these important issues to lutely no place for the film2 teaspoons ancho chili
children.”
watch the movie,” a Netflix ing and distribution of powder
Written and directed by spokesperson said in a these scenes,” Aronson
1 cup cooked black-eyed
Maïmouna Doucouré, “Cut- statement.
peas, drained
wrote.
ies” is about an 11-year-old
1 teaspoon salt, plus adBut Doucouré believes
Some film critics have
Senegalese
immigrant also weighed in on the con- that her film is a worthy ditional, to taste
named Amy (Fathia Yous- troversy and highlighted call to action. And her mes4 slices Jack cheese
souf) who is living in an the merits of the film.
saging seems to have the
impoverished Paris suburb
Caramelized onions:
“It would have been easy same goal as those bewith her observant Muslim for Doucouré to use a moaning its existence.
2 tablespoons butter
family. She becomes fasci- broad brush to paint the
1 large onion, scrubbed
“We must all come tonated with a clique of re- different extremes of gether to figure out what is with vegetable brush
bellious girls at her middle Amy’s experience (‘stifling best for our children. As a under running water and
school who choreograph tradition bad, dancing director, as an artist, I am sliced thin
dance routines and wear good’), but she’s not ex- doing my part with this
1/2 cup water
crop tops and heels. They actly making ‘Footloose’ film,” she said. “Politicians,
1/2 teaspoon salt
talk about Kim Kardashian here,” New York Magazine the education system, parand diets, practice “twerk- film critic Bilge Ebiri wrote. ents and children must
Charred
green
chili
ing” and giggle about boys “’Cuties’ is not a blunt come together to fix what’s mayo:
and sex-related things that screed or a finger-wagging gone wrong.”
1 can (3 ounces) diced
they don’t yet understand.
green chilies
Netflix acquired “Cuties”
2/3 cup mayonnaise
out of the Sundance Film
1 clove garlic, crushed
Festival earlier this year
1 tablespoon lime juice
where it was favorably re2 green onions, gently
viewed and won an award
rubbed under cold running
for its direction. It is the
water and finely sliced
kind of film (foreign-lan1/4 cup cilantro, gently
AARP AUTO INSURANCE
guage and with no stars
rubbed under cold running
from a first-time director)
water and chopped
FROM THE HARTFORD
that would otherwise have
gone under the radar. But
4 hamburger buns
TO SPEAK WITH AN AGENT AND REQUEST A
because Netflix’s promo1 avocado, peeled and
FREE QUOTE CALL THE HARTFORD TO SEE
tional materials caught the
sliced
HOW MUCH YOU COULD SAVE:
attention of the internet
1/2 head lettuce, gently
and even led to an apology
rubbed under cold running
from the streaming giant
water
and the removal of the
posters, “Cuties” was
thrust onto the national
stage.
Late last week, Republicans Cruz and U.S. Sen.
Tom Cotton of Arkansas
called on the Department
of Justice to investigate the
read books and
film’s production and distribution. Cruz in his letter
e-books, listen
to Attorney General Wilto audiobooks or
liam Barr asked that they,
“determine whether Netstream movies and
flix, its executives, or the
individuals involved in the
music for FREE.
filming and production of
‘Cuties’ violated any federal laws against the proSign-up for a
duction and distribution of
child pornography.”
Library card today.
On Sunday in an interview on the Fox News
Channel, Cruz elaborated
cmlibrary.org/getacard
that Netflix is “making
money by selling the sexual exploitation of young
704-416-0100
#CMLibraryGetCarded
kids.” Cruz and others

Netflix’s ‘Cuties’ the target
of politicized backlash

GETTY IMAGES

Spiced Pumpkin Cheesecake Cupcake.
kin quick bread, divided
milk, raisins and oil until
1 cup carrots, shredded
blended. Fill each cupcake
3 eggs, divided
liner 3/4 full.
3/4 cup milk
In medium bowl, beat
1/2 cup golden raisins
cream cheese, remaining
2 tablespoons canola oil eggs, sugar and lemon
1 package (8 ounces) juice until smooth. Spoon
cream cheese, softened
cream cheese mixture over
2 tablespoons sugar
cupcake batter.
1 tablespoon lemon juice
In medium bowl, use fork
1 cup pecans, chopped
to combine remaining
3 tablespoons butter, bread package mix, pecans
softened
and butter until crumbly.
Heat oven to 350 F. Line Sprinkle evenly over cream
muffin tin with cupcake cheese in each cup.
liners.
Bake 25 minutes. Cool
In large bowl, stir 1/2 completely on wire rack.
pumpkin quick bread
package, carrots, 1 egg,

Make taste , nutrition a priority
with powerful food pairings

1-855-664-2305

LCSUM Charlotte Post Ad 9.20.indd 1
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8/17/2020

In large bowl, mix ground
pork, onion, garlic and chili
powders. Add black-eyed
peas and salt; mix well.
Form into four loosely
packed balls and refrigerate at least 30 minutes.
To make caramelized
onions: In large skillet over
medium-high heat, warm
butter. Add onions, water
and salt; cook, stirring,
until onions soften and
turn golden brown, about 5
minutes. Remove from
heat and set aside.
To make charred green
chili mayo: Place green
chilies in hot cast iron skillet over medium-high heat.
Cook, turning, until chilies
begin to soften and turn
black. Remove from heat

and place in small bowl.
Add mayonnaise, garlic
and lime juice; whisk to
blend. Add green onions
and cilantro; stir well and
refrigerate.
To make burgers: Warm
cast iron or nonstick griddle pan over medium-high
heat. Place pork balls on
hot skillet; flatten with
heavy metal spatula. Season with salt, to taste. Cook
approximately 3 minutes;
flip and cook 2-3 minutes
until internal temperature
reaches 145 F.
Lightly toast buns. Place
each burger on toasted bun
with slice of cheese, caramelized onions, charred
green chili mayo, avocado
and lettuce.

Find the right
church for you
A.M.E. ZION
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Classifieds

To Place An Ad:

Call 704-376-0496

Classified Deadline: Monday at noon, prior to Thursday’s edition

DISABILITY

LEGAL NOTICES

SERVICES

Need Help Getting
Social Security Disability Benefits?
We Can Help!

UNC Charlotte is soliciting bids from pre-qualified
subcontractors until 1:30 P.M. EST on Thursday,
October 22, 2020 for the East Village Infrastructure
project.
Details
are
available
at
http://facilities.uncc.edu/advertisements

Blazing Fast
Internet!
ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

19.99

$

$
Steady monthly income
depending on your
paid in amount

A lump sum payment
of benefits owed
from back-pay

• We simplify the process & strive for
quick claim approval

855-253-4016

• Starting the process is easy and takes
only minutes to complete

Helping thousands get the benefits they deserve

Bill Gordon & Associates, a nationwide practice, represents clients before the Social Security Administration. Member
Gordon & Associates, a nationwide practice, represents clients before the Social Security Administration. Member of the TX & NM Bar Associations. Mail: 1420 N W St Washington D.C. Office: Broward County, FL. Services may be provided by associated attorneys licensed in other states.
ofBillthe
TX & NM Bar Associations. Mail: 1420 NW St Washington D.C. Office: Broward County Florida. Services may be
provided by associated attorneys licensed in other states.

HEALTH SERVICES

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to
get the skills to become a Computer & Help Desk
Professional now! Grants and Scholarships available
for certain programs for qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! Call 833-990-0354. (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

MEDICAL SUPPLIES

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save money on your diabetic
supplies! Convenient home shipping for monitors, test
strips, insulin pumps, catheters and more! To learn HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one FREE! High-quality
more, call now! 855-667-9944
rechargeable Nano hearing aids priced 90% less than
competitors. Nearly invisible! 45-day money back
DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? You may qualify
guarantee! 919-348-4840
for a substantial cash award. NO obligation, NO risk!
We've recovered millions. Let us help you!! Call 24/7,
844-641-0129

MISC FOR SALE

One solution for oxygen at home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE – It’s oxygen therapy on your terms
No more tanks to refill. No more deliveries. No more hassles with travel.
The INOGEN ONE portable oxygen concentrator is designed to provide
unparalleled freedom for oxygen therapy users. It’s small, lightweight,
clinically proven for stationary and portable use, during the day and at night,
and can go virtually anywhere — even on most airlines.
Inogen accepts Medicare and many private insurances!
Reclaim Your Freedom And
Independence NOW!

Call Inogen Today To
Request Your FREE Info Kit
© 2020 Inogen, Inc.
All rights reserved.

MKT-P0108

Dental Insurance
Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. It can help cover the
services you’re most likely to use –

X-rays

GUARANTEE

COMPUTER ISSUES? GEEKS ON SITE provides FREE
diagnosis REMOTELY 24/7 SERVICE DURING COVID19.
No home visit necessary. $40 OFF with coupon 86407!
Restrictions apply. 844-401-1673
Stay in your home longer with an American Standard
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including a
free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the tub and
installation! Call us at 1-855-393-3307 or visit
www.walkintubquote.com/nc

America’s Top 120 Package

Fillings

Crowns

Dentures

Preventive care starts right away

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 Channels! Add High
Speed Internet for ONLY $19.95/month. Call Today for
$100 Gift Card! Best Value & Technology. FREE
Installation. Call 1-877-920-7405 (some restrictions
apply)
Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing a
Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social
Security Disability Attorneys, 1-888-989-4947! FREE
Consultations. Local Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL
(TX/NM Bar.)]

Helps cover over 350 services
Go to any dentist you want – but
save more with one in our network
No deductible, no annual maximum

Call today for all the details.

844-496-8601
Call now to get this FREE
Information Kit!
Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers
and Preventive Beneﬁts Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance
policy/certiﬁcate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this
insurance solicitation. This speciﬁc offer is not available in CO, NY; call
1-888-799-4433 or respond for similar offer. Certiﬁcate C250A (ID: C250E;
PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK;
TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.

6154-0120

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call
1-877-649-1190

HOME SECURITY
Save Now On
Home Security
GREAT

LOW
PRICE

ADT® 24/7 Monitored
Home Security
24/7 monitoring provides peace of mind
Yard sign and window decals help deter crime
Quickly connect to fire and emergency response
May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount

Donate your car, truck or van. Help veterans find jobs
or start a business. Call Patriotic Hearts Foundation.
Fast, FREE pick-up. Max tax-deduction. Operators are
standing by! Call 1-866-955-1516
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY updates!
We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, no slip
flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-home
consultation: 877-898-3840

dental50plus.com/ncpress

Monitored by ADT ®
the #1 home security
company in the U.S.

MISCELLANEOUS

MONITORING

PER M O N T H

1-844-850-9218

WE’RE AVAILABLE 24/7—CALL TODAY!
BASIC SYSTEM: $99 Parts and Install. 36-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($1,007.64). 24-Month Monitoring Agreement
required at $27.99 per month ($671.76) for California. Offer applies to homeowners only. Basic system requires landline phone. Offer valid for new
ADT Authorized Premier Provider customers only and not on purchases from ADT LLC. Cannot be combined with any other offer. The $27.99 Offer
does not include Quality Service Plan (QSP), ADT’s Extended Limited Warranty. GENERAL: For all offers, the form of payment must be by credit card
or electronic charge to your checking or savings account, satisfactory credit history is required and termination fee applies. Certain packages require
approved landline phone. Local permit fees may be required. Certain restrictions may apply. Additional monitoring fees required for some services.
For example, Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert monitoring requires purchase and/or activation of an ADT security system with
monitored Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert devices and are an additional charge. Additional equipment may be purchased for
an additional charge. Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm verification. Prices subject to
change. Prices may vary by market. Some insurance companies offer discounts on Homeowner’s Insurance. Please consult your insurance company.
Photos are for illustrative purposes only and may not reflect the exact product/service actually provided. Licenses: AL-21-001104, AR-CMPY.0001725,
AZ-ROC217517, CA-ACO6320, CT-ELC.0193944-L5, DC-EMS902653, DC-602516000016, DE-07-212, FL-EC13003427, GA-LVA205395, IA-AS-0206,
ID-ELE-SJ-39131, IL-127.001042, IN-C.P.D. Reg. No. – 19-08088, City of Indianapolis: LAC-000156, KY-City of Louisville: 483, LA-F1914, LA-F1915,
LA-F1082, MA-1355C, MD-107-1626, ME-LM50017382, MI-3601205773, MN-TS01807, MO-City of St. Louis: CC#354, St. Louis County: 100194,
MS-15007958, MT-PSP-ELS-LIC-247, NC-25310-SP-FA/LV, NC-1622-CSA, NE-14451, NJ Burglar Alarm Lic. # -NJ-34BF00021800, NM-353366, NV0068518, City of Las Vegas: 3000008296, NY-Licensed by the N.Y.S. Department of State UID#12000317691, NYS #12000286451, OH-53891446, City
of Cincinnati: AC86, OK-AC1048, OR-170997, Pennsylvania Home Improvement Contractor Registration Number: PA022999, RI-3582, RI-7508, SCBAC5630, SD- 1025-7001-ET, TN-1520, TX-B13734, ACR-3492, UT-6422596-6501, VA-115120, VT-ES-2382(7C), WA-602588694/ECPROTEYH934RS,
WI-City of Milwaukee: PAS-0002966, WV-WV042433, WY-LV-G-21499. 3750 Priority Way South Dr. Indianapolis, IN 46240 ©2020 DEFENDERS, Inc.
dba Protect Your Home
DF-CD-NP-Q320

BOY SCOUT COMPENSATION FUND - Anyone that was
inappropriately touched by a Scout leader deserves
justice and financial compensation! Victims may be
eligible for a significant cash settlement. Time to file is
limited. Call Now! 919-802-7784
INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION PACKAGE. Have your
product idea developed affordably by the Research
&
Development
pros
and
presented
to
manufacturers. Call 1-844-348-2206 for a Free Idea
Starter Guide. Submit your idea for a free consultation.
LOW CROP PRICES HURTING FARM INCOME? Lease
hunting rights and get paid. Strong hunter demand.
Call
the
Pros
today
1-866-309-1507.
www.BaseCampLeasing.com Promo Code: 353
FTCC. Fayetteville Technical Community College
is now accepting applications
for the following positions:
Dean of Enrollment Management. Culinary Arts
Instructor (10 month).
Paramedic Instructor – Continuing Education.
For detailed information and to apply,
please visit our employment portal at:
https://faytechcc.peopleadmin.com/ Human
Resources
Office Phone: (910) 678-7342.
Internet: http://www.faytechcc.edu.
An Equal Opportunity Employer

Saving a Life from a potential catastrophe
EVERY 10 MINUTES

INTERNET
High-Speed Internet. We instantly compare speed,
pricing, availability to find the best service for your
needs. Starting at $39.99/month! Quickly compare
offers from top providers. Call 1-866-925-1505

Quote...Click...
Pay.
www.thecharlottepost.com/
Submit_CLFD

but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.®

®

AS SEEN ON

TV

For a FREE brochure call:

1-844-902-2362

190 CHANNELS

MO.

Including Local Channels!

for 12 Mos.

FREE

VOICE
REMOTE

The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires
internet-connected Hopper, Joey, or Wally device.
Customer must press Voice Remote button to activate feature.

FREE

FREE

SMART
HD DVR
INCLUDED

STREAMING
ON ALL
YOUR DEVICES

* Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper
Duo DVR ($5 discount for 24 months) or Wally/211

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card

Promo Code: DISH100

1-855-376-8603
Offer ends 1/31/21.

“All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers.
Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

TRAVEL
FROM

HAWAIIAN
ESCAPE
7 days, departs
Feb - Nov 2021
TM

1-855-711-0380

Cleanings

2-YEAR TV PRICE

MEDICAL SERVICES

Annual cost of
living increases

/mo.

where available

$

$

1,249

999 *

1-855-874-7693
Promo code N7017

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus up to $299 in taxes & fees. Single supplement
and seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by
9/30/20. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.
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T.I. settled a charge by the Securities
and Exchange Commission that he
promoted a cryptocurrency fraud.

T.I. settles
federal beef
on currency
Jeff Amy
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

ATLANTA — Rapper and actor T.I. has
settled civil charges with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission that he
helped promote a fraudulent cryptocurrency.
T.I., whose real name is Clifford Harris, agreed to a civil settlement with the
SEC that was announced Friday. He is
paying a $75,000 fine and agreeing not
to sell or market similar securities for at
least five years.
Harris got into trouble, the SEC said,
because he used his social media accounts to promote FLiK, falsely claiming
to be a co-owner, and asked an unnamed actor and comedian to also promote FLiK, providing language calling it
T.I.’s “new venture.” The SEC says both
of those moves broke federal laws
against selling securities without registering with the SEC.
The charges against Harris were part
of a larger enforcement action against
others including film producer Ryan
Felton, who faces wire fraud and other
charges in a 28-count indictment unsealed Wednesday.
Felton and William Sparks, T.I.’s social
media manager, also sought to trade on
his name to sell and promote the cryptocurrencies, federal authorities said.
Federal officials allege Felton took in
more than $3 million from investors in
two cryptocurrencies — FLiK and CoinSpark — in 2017 and 2018.
“Despite promising to use the funds
raised from investors to build the FLiK
and CoinSpark online platforms, Felton
instead used the funds to buy a Ferrari,
a million-dollar home, diamond jewelry,
and other luxury items for himself,” the
SEC civil complaint states.
A spokesperson for T.I. emailed a
statement late Monday that the rapper
regretted his involvement with Felton.
It said T.I. had attempted to help a local
entrepreneur who presented an innovative idea for a streaming online platform to help new creators of music and
video content.
“Regrettably, Mr. Felton apparently
never built the platform he promised
T.I. and many others, and instead
sought to profit from Mr. Harris’s popularity and reputation. Mr. Harris never
took a dollar from Mr. Felton’s failed
Please see T.I. | 6B

Billy Ocean
lifts you up

PHOTO | KENDALL WHITE

Makayla Binter is one of 10 artists participating in “Untitled,” an experimental residency program to create murals
on Charlotte’s streets.

Transformative art
on Charlotte streets
‘Untitled’ residency aims to provide mural artists creative opportunities
By Ashley Mahoney
ashley.mahoney@thecharlottepost.com

Street art is the voice of the people.
“Untitled” is an experimental residency program which began earlier
this month and culminates with installation on Sept. 26 at the 200 block
of South Tryon Street. BLKMRKTCLT,
a gallery and studio space based at
Camp North End, and Brand the
Moth, an arts nonprofit, collaboration
has been curated by Dammit Wesley,
co-owner of BLKMRKTCLT.
Dammit Wesley curated the Black
Lives Matter Charlotte mural between
3rd Street and 4th, which was a collaboration between the City of Charlotte, BLKMRKTCLT, Charlotte is
Creative and Brand the Moth in June.
What had previously been a blank
block in Uptown became a transformative space.
“You could see a physical change in

people when they came in contact
with the mural, beyond people lying
down in the street to take pictures,”
Dammit Wesley said. “It became like
sacred ground. We know street art
can not only change how a physical
location looks, but it can also change
how the citizens of that area behave
and react toward the city.”
They wanted to continue using
street art to de-commercialize murals
in Charlotte. Shortly after the BLM
mural, Knight Foundation Program
Director Charles Thomas approached
Dammit Wesley and Brand the Moth
Program Director Sam Guzzie with an
opportunity to pitch an idea—any
idea. It would lead to the residency,
giving 10 artists the freedom and resources to create, collaborate and
combine different mediums.
“Charlotte’s mural scene is finally
getting the attention it needs, but it’s
very commercialized,” Dammit Wes-

ley said. “Street art is more than a
pretty picture on a wall. Street art is
used to address social needs and issues. Street art is literally the voice of
the community. We wanted to enable
artists by giving them the resources,
the time and the space to tell their
stories, and address the things that
they feel like need to be at this particular time that we’re existing in in
America.”
Artists Makayla Binter, Jamila
Brown, Kalin Renee Devone, Stephen
Hayes, Percy King, Khem, Marcus
Kiser, Jason Woodberry, HNin Nie,
and Jessica Thompson have been divided into three groups to push the
boundaries of street art, which traditionally is associated with paints and
spray cans. “Untitled” also features
sculptors, digital illustrators, writers
and dancers.
“It’s a way of challenging these crePlease see TRANSFORMATIVE | 6B

By Mark Kennedy
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — Billy Ocean is angry. But
you won’t hear it in his music.
Now 70, he’s frustrated
by structural racism and
by Black people being shot
by police. He’s fed up with
hatred and thinks society
is often going backward.
Yet none of that is unleashed in his mix of soul,
reggae, R&B and pop inOcean
fused with the warmth of
the Caribbean. It’s the way he’s done it
from his 1984 hit “Caribbean Queen (No
More Love On the Run)” to his bright
new album, “One World.”
“If I was an angry man, I wouldn’t be
able to make the sort of music I’m trying to make,” he says. “It’s a gift to inspire people. I like to think it’s a gift to
lift you up. It shouldn’t bring you down.
What is the benefit of everybody trying
to bring people down?”
Please see OCEAN | 6B
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Abraham
Staton and
Ashanti Munir
pose for a
photo at the All
Things Possible
event, held at
the Barrel Room
on Aug. 22. Both
sang at the
event, which
raised money
for children in
need of wheelchairs.

The League of
Women Voters
of Charlotte
Mecklenburg
installed a
painted wood
cutout at its offices on Central
Avenue to mark
its centennial
and encourage
voter engagement. The art is
a homage to
Robert Indiana’s
pop art LOVE
image.
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF CHARLOTTE-MECKLENBURG.
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Transformative art on
Charlotte’s streets
Continued from page 5B
atives to not only put their skills to the
test but create and make some things
that the city is missing and create
sculptural works that are not so corporate and safe,” Dammit Wesley said.
“We are telling the stories of Black
women, of older Black men with families, the stories of immigrants—this
is a completely different perspective
from the Black Lives Matter mural
when it comes to the people who are
narrating the story.”
The first group consists of Binter,
Kiser, Thompson and Woodberry.
They combined digital art with dance
and painting to explore the journey
Black women experience with their
hair. Thompson choreographed a
piece, which she and fellow dancer
Asia Bartholomew will perform.
“The dance component I’m bringing
into ‘Untitled’ is based off Black hair,
specifically for Black women,”
Thompson said. “It’s a contemporary
style, and I enlisted one of my friends,
Asia, to do it with me. It’s kind of the
process of storytelling how Black
women go through the evolution of
Black hair from when they are
younger, all the way up through adulthood.”
Their work explores Black women’s
drawing through the combination of
the artist’s mediums, focusing on selfdiscovery and self-care through natural hair. Binter’s work appears across
three panels, in a similar theme to
work she has previously done with
the Mural Panel project, which she
began as a student at Davidson College, and installed over the summer at
Levine Museum of the New South.

“You have the progression of time
going across all three panels, but then
you also have a vertical transition of
finding yourself through your natural
hair,” Binter said.
Kiser and Woodberry gave Binter
and Thompson complete support in
the project, as they wanted to promote a narrative about Black women
that is by Black women.
“To be honest, we gave Makayla and
JT [Thompson] the reigns,” Kiser said.
“We wanted to showcase them in the
forefront. They’re both young artists.
They’re both really talented. We
wanted them to be the superstars of
the project, and they are the stars.”
The other two groups consist of
Khem, Devone and HNin Nie, as well
as Brown, King and Hayes. Each group
had a month and a half to establish
their idea and begin production.
Khem, Devone and HNin Nie were the
second group to go out. Brown, King
and Hayes will be out this weekend,
with the entire group coming together
for the installment on Sept. 26.
“Khem works primarily with metal,”
Dammit Wesley said. “HNin Nie is a
painter and sculptor. She likes to work
with plaster and clays. Kalin Renee
Devone is an oil painter, and this will
be her first time working on a largescale project. While she does handle
big canvasses, this will be the closest
thing she has done for a mural. For
two of them this is outside their traditional wheelhouse of how they operate size and scale-wise. On the
weekend of Sept. 26, all the artwork
will be brought out and installed for
an indefinite period of time for everybody to see.”

T.I. settles cryptocurrency case
Continued from page 5B
venture and immediately
removed his name from it
once he learned that the
project was undeveloped,”
the statement said.
It added the rapper responded to all SEC inquiries and will continue to
look for new ways to help
new artists gain access to
digital distribution.
Lawyers for Felton did
not immediately respond

to emails seeking comment
Monday.
Officials say Felton paid
cash for a $1.5 million
house, $180,000 for a 2007
red Ferrari 599 GTB Firoana, plus tens of thousands of dollars in jewelry.
The government wants Felton to forfeit his gains.
Prosecutors say Felton
had claimed that all the
money would go to expand
the businesses, used fake

names to build excitement
in CoinSpark, and then
sold thousands of coins to
take advantage of inflated
prices based on his misrepresentations.
Also charged in the civil
proceeding were Owen
Smith and Chance White,
who both work in the film
industry in Atlanta. They,
like T.I. and Sparks, agreed
to settle the civil charges.
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Ocean music ‘lifts you up’
Continued from page 5B
For his first studio album
in a decade, Ocean returns
to the theme of uplift.
Three songs alone have the
word “love” in the title. He
sings in the title track:
“What we need is a love
revolution.”
“We need a love revolution because there’s too
much hatred around and
there’s too much misunderstanding around,” he
tells The Associated Press
by phone from his home in
the U.K.
“I mean, for God’s sake:
How long are we going to
go on with this sort of climate?” he asks. “For me as
a Black person, how long
are we going be shot down
by the police?”
To make the album,
Ocean co-wrote 19 songs
last summer and settled on
12, going into the mix
three times to get the balance right between slow
tunes and uptempo ones.
Though the songs were
crafted before the pandemic and summer of protests, he feels they seem
right for our time now.
“The Lord works in mysterious ways. These songs
were written before any
sort of hint of the political
climate and the pandemic
climate that people are
going through right now,”
he says. “But yet somehow
we finish it and it sort of
fitted right. It’s a time
when people need a little
consciousness.
People
need a little uplift.”
The new album sees
Ocean reuniting with producer Barry Eastmond,
who first teamed up with
him as keyboardist on “Caribbean Queen.” Eastmond
would go on to produce
and help write many Ocean
hits, including “When the
Going Gets Tough” and
“Love Zone.” Eastmond
calls him “probably the
most honest artist I’ve ever
worked with.”
“It’s all from a place of
love,” says the producer.
“It’s all from his heart and
‘We have to do better. But
we can’t do it in a destructive way. We have to do it
in a peaceful, loving way.’

In all his songs, he’s talking
straight from the heart.”
Born in Trinidad, Ocean’s
love of music came early,
fed by his musician father.
Local calypso led to getting
hooked on Nat King Cole
and Sam Cooke.
Ocean’s family relocated
to England, where young
Billy got turned on by the

Beatles and the Rolling
Stones. Then came Motown — The Supremes and
Marvin Gaye — and James
Brown and Otis Redding.
“I was absorbing it like
crazy. And so what comes
out now is really what went
in, to be honest with you,”
he says.

get virtual
back-to-school tutoring
and reading help.

Join us for a Zoom
presentation to learn more
about our Online Educational
Resources, hosted by
The Charlotte Post.
Saturday, September 19, 2020 at 1 p.m.
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZckdeqppzouHtzgL4NHIvtI7H4ah0aSptqJ

Friday, September 25, 2020 at 1 p.m.
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZwkduqtrDgvGd3xWe3k2bWQcIY3umFOBzCB

cmlibrary.org/calendar
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