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Courageous SHIFT founder and CEO Melody Gross established the Eva Lee Parker Fund to help people escape abusive relationships.

Financing a means to
escape intimate abuse

IDEAL HOME

Fresh-cut trees are a staple of the Christmas season.

A fresh-cut
Christmas tree
makes season

Courageous SHIFT founder turns personal experience into activism
By Ashley Mahoney

ashley.mahoney@thecharlottepost.com

Melody Gross wants Black
women to have the financial freedom to leave abusive relationships.
The CEO and founder of Courageous SHIFT established the Eva
Lee Parker fund to provide financial support to Black women experiencing
intimate
partner
violence. Gross, a domestic violence survivor, founded Courageous SHIFT to advocate for those
in a similar situation through
coaching and consulting. She
named the fund in honor of her

By Molly Weisner
UNC MEDIA HUB

WAYNESVILLE, N.C. –Darren Nicholson slides into
the driver’s seat of a mud-spattered four-wheeler
and putters along a dirt road. The Great Smoky
Mountains loom in the background, and the early
November sun fills up the bowl of Maggie Valley.
Passing two silos, a log cabin and a row of empty
trailers, Nicholson moves his free hand to grip the
wheel as he clambers up a steep, leaf-littered hill.
A self-proclaimed mountain man, Nicholson and
his four-wheeler look one slick leaf pile away from
sliding back down to the gravel road. But with a supportive pat on the dash and a honeyed “C’mon,
baby,” Nicholson reaches the overlook of Boyd
Mountain Christmas Tree Farm in Waynesville.
Nicholson – a former banker in Asheville and fulltime bluegrass musician – works seasonally on a
100-year-old Fraser fir farm. After sitting in an office
for 10 years, Nicholson joined the Boyd family staff
in 2013. Now, his office is 130 acres, and his tender
is saplings.
“This beats the hell out of a bank,” Nicholson said,
grinning.
Nicholson slowly picks his way over the rolling
land, driving past rows of Christmas trees, organized
in five-by-five rows grouped by age. At the top of
each hill, he can see the sun glinting off the trees’
tags like tinsel, which mark price and size.
He knows there are 5,000 trees because he tagged
each one by hand.
Stopping next to a tree, he reaches out to pat its
branches. They spring under his touch, and not a
single needle drops. The underside of the branch is
silvery, while the top is a deep, hearty green.
“Fraser fir is the Cadillac of the Christmas tree,” he
says.
For many, Christmas trees go up as soon as jacko’-lanterns are packed away. Families pile into cars,
crank Bing Crosby and head to the mountains to find
their perfect tree. While mom and dad argue about
whether a 9-foot-tree will fit through the front door,
kids line up for hot cider and pet farm animals.
“We’re ready!” dad will yell, and the kids come runPlease see PANDEMIC |2B

paternal grandmother, who was
also abused, with the intention of
raising $50,000 by Jan. 3, Parker’s
birthday.
Sanctuary in the City, a Blackand female-led nonprofit that provides accessible and safe spaces
for healing to Black, Indigenous
and people of color, donated
$10,000 to kick off the campaign.
Donations and applications for
funding can be found on the Courageous SHIFT website.
“This is an aggressive fundraising goal, but violence against
Black women in this country is seldom treated with appropriate seriousness or urgency, and Black

women in domestic violence situations need immediate help,”
Gross said in a statement.
Funding may be used for travel
to escape an abuser,
car maintenance
On The Net
and gas, damwww.couraaged goods as
well as other geousshift.co
m/evaleeparnon-discrekerfund
tionary
needs.
Gross decided to
focus the fund on providing assistance to Black women as they are
three times more likely to experience intimate partner violence
than their white counterparts.
Please see FINANCING |2B

NC’s historically Black colleges
keep COVID-19 infections at bay
By Aaliyah Bowden

NORTH CAROLINA HEALTH NEWS

In August, the semester
at UNC Chapel Hill came to
an abrupt end as hundreds
of students fell ill as a result of COVID-19. When
students were told to move
off campus and classes
moved online exclusively,
UNC became something of
a national punchline for
how quickly the wheels fell
off.
Across North Carolina’s
big state-funded campuses, thousands of college students have been
diagnosed with COVID, at
Appalachian State University, East Carolina University, UNC Chapel Hill and
N.C. State, close to 5,200
students, staff and contractors have been diagnosed with the virus,
causing the schools to go
all virtual for instruction.
What’s been less noticed

is how well North Carolina’s 16 historically black
colleges and universities
have done at tamping
down outbreaks of COVID,
compared
to
larger
schools. The largest HBCU
outbreak has been at North
Carolina A&T State University in Greensboro, with a
total of 474 diagnosed students among the campus
population of more than
13,000, making a case rate
of about 36 cases per 1,000
students, lower than any of
the larger flagship state
universities.
Most of the smaller
HBCUs have done a good
job at keeping a lid on
COVID, something that’s
attributable to the campuses’ small sizes, honor
codes and for some, the
pressure on first-generation college students carrying their families’ dreams
and expectations with

AALIYAH BOWDEN | NORTH CAROLINA HEALTH NEWS

Two students at North Carolina Central University walk on campus
in August wearing their masks at the start of the Fall semester.
Many students living on campus described the campus as “dead”
with them not being able to attend football games, events on
campus, or chill with their friends in the student union. Not to mention, NCCU’s fall break was canceled and the Ultimate Homecoming Experience was moved online.
them to campus.
dents the option to come
Spike at NC colleges
back on campus in mid-AuNorth Carolina Central gust.
University with 8,078 stuThe semester at NCCU
dents enrolled, gave stuPlease see NC BLACK| 2B
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Chevrolet Tahoe grows out with upgrades and more power
By Winfred Cross
SPECIAL TO THE POST

The Chevrolet Tahoe has
been popular since the
1980s, giving buyers the
power of pickup and the
people-hauling skills of a
station wagon. The latest
iteration is a bigger more
powerful SUV that may
make even more folks
happy.
The new Tahoe is based
on the Silverado pickup
which was all-new last
year. The benefits are plentiful, especially in interior
space. The 2021 Tahoe has

a 120.9 - inch wheelbase,
up 4.9 inches from last
year.
The Tahoe’s overall
length is 210.7 inches, 6.7
inches longer than the outgoing model. This added
length gives second row
passers an additional three
inches of leg room. Third
row passengers generally
get the short end of the
wheelbase, but not in this
Tahoe. There is more than
10 inches of additional leg
room this year. There’s
also much more storage in
the rear, mostly because of
the new independent rear

suspension and lower loading floor height.
You can’t help but notice
the changes outside as
well. There is a new grille
with more squinty headlights that are very bright.
It’s a big face, but the metal
strip running through the
opening actually makes it
look smaller. It’s a handsome look with a finely tailored rear end.
The interior gets a big
makeover. The gauge
cluster is hooded to keep
the display out of direct
sunlight. You can also configure much of the infor-

Another day closer
to Christmas.
And each other.
The one gift that won’t need wrapping this
year is the time we spend with those we love.
publix.com/christmas

mation displayed. To the
right is a 10.2-inch highdefinition touch screen
that’s very responsive and
bright. Most of the menus
are easy to summon and
don’t require a lot of work
to reach.
Ummmm, let’s talk about
gear selection. There is no
shifter. One either presses
or pulls switches for forward and reverse. It’s a bit
confusing at first but you
get the hang of it quick
enough. I think I prefer a
knob or conventional
shifter, but that’s me.
As stated earlier, there is

CHEVROLET

The 2021 Chevrolet Tahoe.
plenty of passenger room.
Second row passengers of
all heights and lengths
should not complain.
Third row passengers
should be close to heaven.

There is a ton of space to
stretch out and live it up
for three large folks. All
seats are comfortable and
cozy.
Please see CHEVROLET | 2B

25 Days of
Togetherness

2B
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Chevrolet Tahoe grows out
with upgrades and more power
Continued from page 1B

The Tahoe is powered by
a 5.3-liter echotech3 V8
Continued from page 1B
and between 21% and 60% of those exthat makes 355 horseWomen’s Policy Research reported periencing intimate partner violence
power and 383 poundsin 2017 that over 40 percent of Black lose their jobs as a result of an abufeet of torque. There is a
women experience some form of inti- sive relationship.
larger V8 and even a diesel
mate partner violence during their
“Financial abuse is one of the key
(both from the Silverado)
lifetime. The Centers for Disease Con- factors in why women who are experibut this engine is enough
trol and Prevention defines intimate encing abuse stay in bad relationto get this big doggie rolpartner violence as abuse or aggres- ships,” Gross said. “The goal of the
ling down the road with
sion occurring in a romantic relation- Eva Lee Parker Fund is to alleviate
aplomb. There is plenty of
ship, including current and former some of the costs accrued by victims
power to pass and get
spouses, as well as dating partners. It such as changing locks, fixing broken
ahead of traffic if desired.
can range from a single episode to items or travel expenses when trying
There is a downside. Being
years of abuse. The CDC also reports to escape. As a victim, I told myself
this powerful and large rethat one in four women have experi- many times I couldn’t afford to leave.
quires a good bit of fuel.
enced contact sexual violence, physi- When I reflect on how hard it must
The Tahoe gets 20 miles
cal violence and/or stalking by an have been for my grandmother, the
per gallon on the highway
intimate partner.
woman who raised me, knowing it
and 16 in the city for a
Economic abuse also impacts over was not financially feasible for her to
combined 18 mpg overall.
90% of domestic violence survivors, leave, I know this fund is a necessity.”
Yikes!
Driving the Tahoe is a
pleasure. The independent
rear suspension helps give
the truck a smooth ride.
Bumps
are
generally
soaked up without notice
and now the vehicle feels
more agile than ponderous. Steering is great but
breaking could be iming right on site. These all along roadsides elsewhere proved. Automatic emerContinued from page 1B
help sustain a primarily ag- in the state.
ning to see the tree fall.
gency braking works fine.
“We brought a tree home
Everyone piles back into ricultural business that
The absence of noise
the car and watches David said fewer young about five years ago,”
through the sunroof as the generations choose to in- O’Connor said. “We didn’t
know until we started dectree is tied down. On any herit.
Every year, around this orating that there was a
given weekend between
Thanksgiving and Christ- time, “Christmas tree bird nest in it. Well, we
mas, you can drive east to shortage” peppers Face- saved that nest and we put
west on I-40 and see cars book feeds and holiday that nest on each tree year
with trees strapped to the small talk, O’Connor said. after year. You never get a
“There’s a scarcity of story like that – a family
roofs. A caravan of Christmas
trees
connects trees,” Dan Boyd said, “be- memory like that – when Continued from page 1B
farmers and families ac- cause a lot of the older dad slaps up the plastic has been different for stufarmers have gotten out of tree.”
ross the state.
dents: they’ve had to walk
There’s a deep evangel- around wearing face masks
North Carolina is the the business. During the
native home to Fraser fir. A recession, they weren’t ism in Christmas tree and get their temperature
combination of ideal el- planting trees. Now, the country. In Western North checked every time they
evation, soil and climate in younger people don’t want Carolina, Fraser firs grow enter into W.G. Pearson
the western part of the to do it because of the ex- on a moral high ground. Cafeteria for a meal.
state helps the tree thrive. pense to start with. They Choosing live trees over
Many students living on
“Even if you have a bad got to wait seven, eight plastic ones is not just campus described it as
Fraser fir for a Christmas years before they actually symbolic, but sustainable. “dead” with no football
Whitehill said the carbon games, few events on camtree, it’s still likely better get a return.”
Greene said growing footprint left by PVC and pus, or little chill with their
than the next best Christmas tree,” said Justin Christmas trees is a dec- steel trees – after taking friends in the student
Whitehill, a researcher for ades-long commitment. into account production, union or Greek bowl durNorth Carolina State Uni- Unlike an ear of corn, a packaging and shipping – ing 10:40 breaks. Not to
versity’s Christmas Tree Fraser fir grows slowly, significantly outlives that mention, NCCU’s fall break
only a foot per year. Most of live trees.
Genetics program.
was canceled and the UltiMost fake trees are im- mate Homecoming ExperiIt’s a modern cash crop, people want a 6- or 7-foot
ported from China.
too. North Carolina ranks tall tree, Nicholson said.
ence was moved online.
Farmers also commit to
Even when neighborhood
second in the country for
Needless to say, it’s been
Christmas tree production, tending to trees year- sidewalks are lined with a quiet and boring seand Fraser fir represents round. Nicholson and discarded trees come Janu- mester for campus-dwellover 90% of all the trees others spray for pests, trim ary, many are recycled lo- ing students.
grown in North Carolina as branches, clear under- cally into mulch, wild
As of early October,
brush and ward off hungry animal habitats or anti-ero- NCCU operated at 67 perChristmas trees.
The Christmas tree in- elk and deer. It’s a babysit- sion buffers for beach cent capacity with 1,919
dustry directly employs ting job, but Nicholson dunes.
students living on campus
But the Boyds and Nich- according to the NCCU Diover 100,000 workers in said that’s what goes into
olson are confident. They’ll vision of Student Affairs.
the United States. In North offering a premium tree.
Steve Rich and his family keep growing and sharing Since July 1, there have
Carolina, it brings income
to small mountain towns come from Aiken, South the tradition of live trees been 95 confirmed student
and local businesses that Carolina, every year to for as long as people will cases at NCCU according to
benefit from agriculture- Boyd Mountain. Rich grew come. And even if they the school’s COVID-19
up with an artificial tree, don’t, there’s something Dashboard, for an overall
driven tourism.
“When you buy a real but his wife’s father in- special about waking up case rate of 11.7 per 1,000.
tree, you support that sisted the young couple every day in a personal for- That’s way less than the
family, that farm and the begin their holidays to- est of Christmas trees.
rate of cases at NC A&T or
“I love them, and I love the rate of the 20.7 cases
goods and services (you gether with a real one.
“Since ’79, that’s 41 years for other people to enjoy per 1,000 reported at Faybuy) in their local communities,” said Tim O’Con- ago,” Rich said, “we’ve had them,” Nicholson said.
etteville State University.
nor, executive director of a real tree for Christmas
This semester Shaw Unithe National Christmas every year since then.”
versity, with 1,660 stuNow, Rich brings his chilTree Association.
“Especially during the dren and grandchildren
season, there’s a big boost every year to choose a tree.
Even 21 years since Boyd
to the local economy,” said
Jennifer Greene, executive Mountain opened for
director for the North Car- choose-and-cut, new famolina Christmas Tree Asso- ilies stumble upon the
ciation.
“As
far
as farm.
Janice and Kirby Moore
restaurants, shops, hotels,
motels, it brings up a lot of were staying with their
people to the area for children and grandchildren not far from the
choose-and-cut season.”
Normally, Santa Claus Boyd’s farm. They came
would be making a stop at from Nags Head to see the
Boyd Mountain, and vis- fall foliage and left with
Christmas
trees
itors would be enticed by two
the smell of baked goods strapped to the roof of
and refreshments. But be- their minivans.
As the adults squatted
cause of the pandemic,
owner Dan Boyd said the under the branches and rafarm will only sell trees zored a bow saw against
the trunk, their young chilthis year.
“It’s gonna be a green, dren darted in and out of
carefully
old-fashioned Christmas,” Nicholson’s
Betsy Boyd, the farm’s ma- planted rows, trading sand
between their toes for
triarch said.
Betsy and Dan’s son, muddy knees and pineDavid, now handle the day- sapped hair.
Nicholson sat in the fourto-day operations on the
wheeler at the foot of the
farm.
Both generations live on hill, ready to haul the trees
the farm in cabins they to the “shop” where they’d
built. Dan’s family always be baled, or wrapped in
owned the land, but he twine. A fluffy fir would get
purchased it from his pulled trunk-first through
uncles and father in 1972 a red, conical contraption,
after completing dental catching red floss in its
school. He brought Betsy branches as it went. It
with him, who he met in came out skinny and comcollege on a blind date set pact, like a fragrant pipe
up by Avon ladies who cleaner, and aerodynamic
sold more than makeup for the Moore’s seven-hour
drive east.
that day.
In 1984, the first Fraser
Nicholson said part of
fir was planted and other
seedlings were planted the fun is seeing where his
each year afterward. Seven trees go. Many go to
years later, that first crop homes, but some of the
biggest trees are bought by
was harvested.
O’Connor said tree farms towns for tree-lighting ceradapted like the Boyd’s did emonies. Others are sold
to include extras – Santa wholesale to mom-and-pop
Claus, gift shops, prep- businesses that set up
repared wreaths and lodg- tents in parking lots or

Pandemic or not, fresh-cut
Christmas trees make season

while driving is very noticeable. There’s a hint of
wind around the big mirrors but that’s all.
At $60,100, the Tahoe
RST comes with a lot of
standard features such as
heated bucket front seats,
tri-zone climate control,
nine speaker Bose system,
keyless entry, remote start,
wireless
smartphone
charging, automatic emergency braking, pedestrian
braking, forward collision
alert and mechanical limited slip differential.
My test vehicle also came
with $6,740 worth of options loaded in various
packages. Some of the
most notable options included wireless Apple CarPlay and wireless Android
Audio, HD surround vision,
heated second row seats,
rear seat media systems
(for those new X-Boxes and
PlayStations), heated steering wheel, lane keep assist,
rear pedestrian braking
and power tilt and telescoping steering column.
Those goodies brought
the as-tested price of my
Tahoe RST four-wheel

drive to $68,138.
The Tahoe competes
very favorably with other
midsize vehicles from
Ford, Toyota, Kia and
Hyundai. Its Silverado underpinnings gives it an advantage if you actually
need to use it as a truck.
You can find some more
fuel-efficient vehicles that
are a bit easier to park but
those quibbles aren’t
enough for me to dislike
this vehicle. Like it, I do.
Love it, in fact.
Pros:
• Bold new look
• Reimagined, spacious
interior
• Very comfortable seats
with easy access
• Powerful V8 engine
• Excellent ride
• Great driving dynamics
• Quiet
• More agile than it looks
Cons:
• Agile, but still really big
• Not easy to park
• Confusing gear selector
• Ummm, the gas mileage
Email Winfred Cross at
cross@alldaytech.com.

NC Black colleges keep
virus infections at bay
dents, has had 25 confirmed cases among students and Elizabeth City
State University’s 2,002
students had 63 student
cases, for a rate of 31.4
cases per 1,000.
Six students and a staff
member at Shaw had confirmed cases after taking
mandatory COVID-19 testing in mid-October which
temporarily moved academic classes online for
students.
Raleigh’s St. Augustine
University experienced a
tragic loss this semester of
the newly appointed president of the university. Just
two months after Irving
McPhail began as the president, he reported testing
positive after being exposed to someone with
COVID-19. A couple of
weeks later, McPhail died
as a result of complications.
Although one employee
had contact with McPhail
and tested positive, he was
not in close contact with
any of the students on
campus.
COVID-19 information
was not available for the
four private HBCUs in the
state: Saint Augustine’s,
Livingstone College in
Salisbury, Bennett College
in
Greensboro,
and
Johnson C. Smith Univer-

sity in Charlotte.
Honor code
NCCU’s Department of
Residential Life is using
student accountability to
regulate a no-visitation
policy on campus this semester.
“It’s an honor system,
just like any other policy
with alcohol or drugs, we
assume that you’re going
to do what you need to
do,” said Willam Clemm,
the assistant vice chancellor of student affairs. “And
if we find out that you’re
not just through our normal observations or any
tips, that’s when the residential assistants go into
action as far as enforcement.”
All students living in a
residential hall this fall on
campus had to sign the
new housing agreement.
The agreement states
that this year there will be
a no-visitation policy for
students living on campus.
Students are not allowed to
have visitors in their room,
including other NCCU students, and cannot go visit
other students in any of
the residence halls on campus.
The agreement also
stated that all gatherings
such as parties are not allowed on campus.

Find the right church to attend
BAPTIST

C.M.E.
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Connecting
workers to
new skills
This health and humanitarian crisis has had a disproportionate impact on
employment for people of color. Here in Charlotte, there is an urgent need for
skill building — including re-skilling and up-skilling — to create a clear pathway
to jobs that can deliver upward mobility and economic stability.
To drive progress, Bank of America is investing $1 billion over four years to
advance racial equality and economic opportunity, building on work we’ve had
underway for many years. We’re helping to connect people to the skills, resources
and experience needed to succeed by building partnerships with nonprofits
and local government, and through our own recruiting and hiring. This includes
partnerships with Community Colleges that serve predominately Black and
Hispanic/Latino students, and public Historically Black Colleges and Universities
and Hispanic Serving Institutions.
In Charlotte, we remain committed to supporting organizations that help people
in our community get the skills they need.

Charles Bowman
Charlotte Market President

Strengthening pathways
Here in Charlotte, we’re partnering with
local organizations to create pathways
to better jobs, including:
Goodwill Industries of the Southern Piedmont
Hispanic Federation
Johnson C. Smith University
The Center for Community Transitions

To learn more, please visit bankofamerica.com/community

Bank of America, N.A. Member FDIC. Equal Credit Opportunity Lender. © 2020 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved.
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Classifieds

To Place An Ad:

Call 704-376-0496

Classified Deadline: Monday at noon, prior to Thursday’s edition

AUCTIONS
Online Auction, Brick House, 3 Mobile Homes and
1.07+/-Acres in Richmond Co., Begins Closing: 12/15
at 2pm, Property at 261 Yates Hill Rd., Rockingham,
NC, Visit website for More, ironhorseauction.com,
800.997.2248, NCAL 3936

INTERNET

MISC FOR SALE

Finally! Satellite Internet
With No Hard Data Limits!

COMPUTER ISSUES? GEEKS ON SITE provides FREE
diagnosis REMOTELY 24/7 SERVICE DURING COVID19.
No home visit necessary. $40 OFF with coupon 86407!
Restrictions apply. 844-401-1673

And FREE Standard Installation!2
Limited Time Offer. Restrictions may apply.

“You can get
High-Speed Internet
wherever you live!”

AUTO INSURANCE

Plans starting at

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to refill. No
deliveries. The All-New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8
pounds! FAA approved! FREE info kit: 888-912-3728

MO.

for 24 Mos.

CALL
TODAY
AARP AUTO INSURANCE
FROM THE HARTFORD

1-877-313-1415

150 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE

HughesNet is a registered trademark of Hughes Network Systems, LLC, an EchoStar Company. Restrictions apply. Call for details.

ENJOYING A
NEW SHOWER
IS EASIER THAN
YOU THINK

LEGAL NOTICES

State Utility Contractors, Inc. solicits subcontract
proposals for the following work: Seeding and
Mulching, Clearing and Grubbing, Material Supply,
Project Signs, Paving and Resurfacing, Hauling,
Locate Utilities, Pavement Marking, Erosion Control,
Landscaping, Traffic Control, Stone Supply, Rock
Excavation, Guaranteed Bore and Jack, and Asphalt
Milling for the North End Taxiway GAP Waterline
Project at the Charlotte Douglas International Airport
ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save money on your diabetic in Charlotte, NC. The bid date for this project is
supplies! Convenient home shipping for monitors, test December 10, 2020.
Minority businesses are
strips, insulin pumps, catheters and more! To learn encouraged to submit proposals for this work. If
more, call now! 855-667-9944
additional information is needed, please contact
Justin Collins at (704) 289-6400. EOE M/F
DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? You may qualify
for a substantial cash award - even with smoking
history. NO obligation! We've recovered millions. Let us
help!! Call 24/7, 844-641-0129
TO SPEAK WITH AN AGENT AND REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE CALL THE HARTFORD TO SEE
HOW MUCH YOU COULD SAVE:

1-855-664-2305

CALL TODAY
newshowerdeal.com/ncp | 833-590-0411

HEALTH SERVICES

Denied Social Security Disability? Appeal! If you're
50+, filed SSD and denied, our attorneys can help! Win
or Pay Nothing! Strong, recent work history needed.
877-553-0252 [Steppacher Law Offices LLC Principal
Office: 224 Adams Ave Scranton PA 18503]

Dental Insurance
Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. It can help cover the
services you’re most likely to use –

Cleanings

X-rays

Fillings

Crowns

On 12/1/20 Competitive Certificate of Need review
began for Novant Health Steele Creek Medical
Center Proj F-11993-20 Devel new hosp; South
Charlotte Surgery Center Proj F-12004-20 Devel new
ASF; Carolinas Medical Center Proj F-12006-20 Add
119 acut beds; Carolinas Medical Center Proj F-1200820 Add 12 ORs; Atrium Health Pineville Proj F-12009-20
Add 7 acut beds; Atrium Health Lake Norman Proj F12010-20 Devel new hosp. Written comments are due
to the Agency by 12/31/20. During COVID-19 state of
emergency, no public hearings will be scheduled.
Contact CON for more information 919 855-3873.

Blazing Fast
Internet!
ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

19.99

$

2-YEAR TV PRICE

GUARANTEE
America’s Top 120 Package

MO.

for 12 Mos.

The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires
internet-connected Hopper, Joey, or Wally device.
Customer must press Voice Remote button to activate feature.

Information Kit!

dental50plus.com/ncpress
Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers
and Preventive Beneﬁts Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance
policy/certiﬁcate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this
insurance solicitation. This speciﬁc offer is not available in CO, NY; call
1-888-799-4433 or respond for similar offer. Certiﬁcate C250A (ID: C250E;
PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK;
TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.

Offer ends 1/31/21.

“All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers.
Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

SERVICES
DON’T JUST KINDA TV.
DIRECTV.
On 12/1/20 Certificate of Need review began for
Novant Health Presbyterian Breast Center Proj F-1199020 Relo diag ctr; Novant Health Huntersville Medical
Center Proj F-11991-20 Acq CT sim. Written comments
are due to the Agency by 12/31/20. During COVID-19
state of emergency, no public hearings will be
scheduled. Contact CON for more information 919
855-3873.

MEDICAL SERVICES

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to
get the skills to become a Computer & Help Desk
Professional now! Grants and Scholarships available
for certain programs for qualified applicants. Call CTI
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most
for details! Call 833-990-0354. (M-F 8am-6pm ET)
advanced debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call
1-877-649-1190

HOME IMPROVEMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

HOME SECURITY
Save Now On
Home Security
Monitored by ADT ®
the #1 home security
company in the U.S.

GREAT

LOW
PRICE

ADT® 24/7 Monitored
Home Security
24/7 monitoring provides peace of mind
Yard sign and window decals help deter crime
Quickly connect to fire and emergency response
May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount

MONITORING

PER M O N T H

1-844-850-9218

WE’RE AVAILABLE 24/7—CALL TODAY!
BASIC SYSTEM: $99 Parts and Install. 36-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($1,007.64). 24-Month Monitoring Agreement
required at $27.99 per month ($671.76) for California. Offer applies to homeowners only. Basic system requires landline phone. Offer valid for new
ADT Authorized Premier Provider customers only and not on purchases from ADT LLC. Cannot be combined with any other offer. The $27.99 Offer
does not include Quality Service Plan (QSP), ADT’s Extended Limited Warranty. GENERAL: For all offers, the form of payment must be by credit card
or electronic charge to your checking or savings account, satisfactory credit history is required and termination fee applies. Certain packages require
approved landline phone. Local permit fees may be required. Certain restrictions may apply. Additional monitoring fees required for some services.
For example, Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert monitoring requires purchase and/or activation of an ADT security system with
monitored Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert devices and are an additional charge. Additional equipment may be purchased for
an additional charge. Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm verification. Prices subject to
change. Prices may vary by market. Some insurance companies offer discounts on Homeowner’s Insurance. Please consult your insurance company.
Photos are for illustrative purposes only and may not reflect the exact product/service actually provided. Licenses: AL-21-001104, AR-CMPY.0001725,
AZ-ROC217517, CA-ACO6320, CT-ELC.0193944-L5, DC-EMS902653, DC-602516000016, DE-07-212, FL-EC13003427, GA-LVA205395, IA-AS-0206,
ID-ELE-SJ-39131, IL-127.001042, IN-C.P.D. Reg. No. – 19-08088, City of Indianapolis: LAC-000156, KY-City of Louisville: 483, LA-F1914, LA-F1915,
LA-F1082, MA-1355C, MD-107-1626, ME-LM50017382, MI-3601205773, MN-TS01807, MO-City of St. Louis: CC#354, St. Louis County: 100194,
MS-15007958, MT-PSP-ELS-LIC-247, NC-25310-SP-FA/LV, NC-1622-CSA, NE-14451, NJ Burglar Alarm Lic. # -NJ-34BF00021800, NM-353366, NV0068518, City of Las Vegas: 3000008296, NY-Licensed by the N.Y.S. Department of State UID#12000317691, NYS #12000286451, OH-53891446, City
of Cincinnati: AC86, OK-AC1048, OR-170997, Pennsylvania Home Improvement Contractor Registration Number: PA022999, RI-3582, RI-7508, SCBAC5630, SD- 1025-7001-ET, TN-1520, TX-B13734, ACR-3492, UT-6422596-6501, VA-115120, VT-ES-2382(7C), WA-602588694/ECPROTEYH934RS,
WI-City of Milwaukee: PAS-0002966, WV-WV042433, WY-LV-G-21499. 3750 Priority Way South Dr. Indianapolis, IN 46240 ©2020 DEFENDERS, Inc.
dba Protect Your Home
DF-CD-NP-Q320

Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing a
Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social
Security Disability Attorneys, 1-888-989-4947! FREE
Consultations. Local Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL
(TX/NM Bar.)]
Donate your car, truck or van. Help veterans find jobs
or start a business. Call Patriotic Hearts Foundation.
Fast, FREE pick-up. Max tax-deduction. Operators are
standing by! Call 1-866-955-1516
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY updates!
We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, no slip
flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-home
consultation: 877-898-3840
Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a button sends help FAST!
Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach a
phone! FREE Brochure. CALL 844-902-2362
INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION PACKAGE. Have your
product idea developed affordably by the Research
&
Development
pros
and
presented
to
manufacturers. Call 1-844-348-2206 for a Free Idea
Starter Guide. Submit your idea for a free consultation.

Become a Published Author. We want to Read Your
Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since
1920. Book manuscript submissions currently being
reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Consultation,
Guaranteed Life Insurance! (Ages 50 to 80). No Production, Promotion and Distribution. Call for Your
medical exam. Affordable premiums never increase. Free Author`s Guide 1-888-575-3018 or visit
Benefits never decrease. Policy will only be cancelled http://dorranceinfo.com/press
for non-payment. 833-380-1218

INSURANCE

INTERNET

Promo Code: DISH100

1-855-376-8603

Go to any dentist you want – but
save more with one in our network

Call now to get this FREE

FREE

STREAMING
ON ALL
YOUR DEVICES

* Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper
Duo DVR ($5 discount for 24 months) or Wally/211

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card

Helps cover over 350 services

844-496-8601

Including Local Channels!

SMART
HD DVR
INCLUDED

VOICE
REMOTE

Preventive care starts right away

Call today for all the details.

190 CHANNELS

FREE

FREE

Dentures

No deductible, no annual maximum

/mo.

where available

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR,
RUNNING OR NOT!!

FAST FREE PICKUP. Maximum tax deduction. Support
High-Speed Internet. We instantly compare speed, United Breast Cancer Fdn programs. Your car
pricing, availability to find the best service for your donation could save a life.
needs. Starting at $39.99/month! Quickly compare
offers from top providers. Call 1-866-925-1505
888-641-9690

Get the 2020 NFL
SUNDAY TICKET
season included at
no extra cost.
Req’s you to select offer.

*$19.95 ACTIVATION, EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., EQUIPMENT NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY. Price incl. CHOICE All Included Pkg., monthly service and equip. fees for 1 HD DVR &
is aft er $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill and $10/mo. bundle discounts for up to 12 mos each. Pay $74.99/mo. + taxes until discount starts w/in 3 bills. New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card
req’d (except MA & PA). Restr’s apply.

Don’t settle for cable. Call now!
Iv Support Holdings LLC

855-972-7954

2020 NFL SUNDAY TICKET OFFER: Subject to change. Package consists of all live out-of-market NFL games (based on customer’s service address) broadcast on FOX and CBS. However, games broadcast by your local FOX or CBS affiliate. will not be available in NFL SUNDAY
TICKET. Games available via remote viewing based on device location. Other conditions apply. 2020 NFL SUNDAY TICKET regular full-season retail price is $293.94. 2020 NFL SUNDAY TICKET MAX regular full-season retail price is $395.94. Customers activating CHOICE
Package or above or MÁS ULTRA Package or above will be eligible to receive the 2020 season of NFL SUNDAY TICKET MAX at no additional cost. NFL SUNDAY TICKET subscription will not automatically renew. Only one game may be accessed remotely at any given time.
Compatible device/operating system required for online/mobile access. Additional data charges may apply. Visit directv.com/nfl for a list of compatible devices/system requirements For full Mix Channel and interactive functionality, HD equipment model H/HR 21 or later
is required. NFL, the NFL Shield design and the NFL SUNDAY TICKET name and logo are registered trademarks of the NFL and its affi liates. NFL team names and uniform designs are registered trademarks of the teams indicated. ©2020 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights
Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affi liated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

TIMESHARE
Wesley Financial Group, LLC. Timeshare Cancellation
Experts. Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get free informational package
and learn how to get rid of your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 844-2136711
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Steal away
with ‘Art
Heist’
By Ashley Mahoney
ashley.mahoney@thecharlottepost.com

Physical theaters may still be closed
to in-person performances, but the theater experience goes on.
While the COVID-19 pandemic continues to present numerous challenges
to creatives, Blumenthal Performing
Arts presents a unique production that
requires as much of the viewer as it
does the actor. “Art Heist” is a true
crime immersive theater experience
running through Dec. 13 in
Uptown. Audiences put on
their detective hats to try
and solve the biggest art
heist in history. The show
is crafted around the true
story of the March 18,
1990 theft of 13 works of
art worth $500 million
from the Isabella Stewart
LeTeshia
Gardner Museum in Boston. Two thieves disguised
as police officers gained
access to the museum saying they had reports of a
disturbance. They proceeded to tie up two
workers on duty before
taking 81 minutes to steal
Singleton
the art. The works have
never been recovered and
the thieves were never caught.
Actors are stationed at five locations
throughout Uptown. Inspector Harold
Smith (played by various actors) will
guide them to each station, providing
clues and context before they dive into
asking each suspect questions. Attendees must wear a face covering and
maintain appropriate physical distance.
A tip: The experience is better when you
ask questions, so don’t be afraid to
speak up.
Evelyn LeTeshia of Greenville, South
Carolina, learned the story and material
in a week. She has no problem encouraging her group of FBI recruits, as attendees are referred to in the show, to
engage with the story they find themselves in.
“Me pulling people, even those people
who were the back of the class kids who
didn’t say anything, it’s been a little easier for me because I am so amped up
about doing this,” LeTeshia said. “My
character is a ball of joy who makes all
the puns and horrible dad jokes, but he
is also the person you don’t want to
shut up. You want to keep engaging
with him. That tends to help pull people
along with this experience.”
The actors rehearsed via Zoom leading up to the performances, which
began in November. Marcus Singleton,
who plays Harold Smith, found Zoom
rehearsals beneficial as they allowed for
more interaction with the director.
“It actually gives you more of a chance
to get that one-on-one experience,” Singleton said. “You don’t have the distractions of other people. You are just
looking and talking directly to your director. They can see where you are
coming from. That has been a great experience.”
Singleton, a High Point native who has
called Charlotte home for 15 years, had
the opportunity to continue acting
throughout 2020, mostly with online
narration.
“That created a bigger challenge [creatively], as it forced you as an actor to
bring the same energy you would bring
if you were on stage, but now you have
to do all of that with your voice and you
have to win the audience [over] with
your voice,” Singleton said. “You don’t
get to use your body language. You
have to use your voice. I really enjoyed
that because one of the things I believe
is that as an actor, that is something you
should be able to do whether you are on
stage or not. Granted, I do miss the
stage. There is nothing like being able
to interact with other actors and the
stage setup. I miss all that, I really do,
but to know that we have found another
outlet and we have found a way that
theater can carry on, it is not the traditional way, but I think that is a major
plus.”
An immersive walking experience also
allows for people who may not typically
consider themselves theater people an
opportunity to try something new.
“The pandemic and quarantine have
definitely put a spin on who are theater
people and who aren’t,” LeTeshia said.
“Everyone for the last eight-nine
months has been bottled up waiting for
the world to kind of open back up. This
is something that gets you up and moving and people want to do it because it
gets them up and out of the house.
They want to do it, regardless of
whether they are traditionally theater
people. It is entertainment. This is the
first time in a while that the spotlight is
on entertainment, and we see just how
important it is.”
On the Net:
www.blumenthalarts.org/events/detail/art-heist

GENA J PHOTOGRAPHI

OnQ Productions’ annual holiday classic “Soulful Noel” is going to multiple sites for the first time with six shows split
between Middle C Jazz and Camp North End.

Holiday favorite
gets a makeover
‘Soulful Noel’ goes to multiple sites for the first time with social distancing
By Ashley Mahoney
ashley.mahoney@thecharlottepost.com

OnQ Productions is turning 2020
inside out to present its signature
holiday show.
“Soulful Noel” returns for its eighth
year with a twist for six shows performed at two locations Dec. 17-19.
Four shows will be performed at Middle C Jazz in Uptown on Dec. 17 and
18 at 7 p.m. and 9:15 p.m., with two
shows set for Camp North End at the
Ford Building at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
The events will be ticketed and subject to capacity limits due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Creating a show during a pandemic
has been a hassle, but one Talley and
company were up for. Camp North
End allows for ample physical distance on the 76-acre site, which was
previously a Ford factory, Army

quartermaster depot and a few other
things before becoming the hub for
creativity it is today.
“It really has been a challenge just
trying to present it and trying to be
safe,” OnQ founder Quentin Talley
said. “The last thing I want anybody
to do is to get sick at an event. That
has been the whole challenge, and
that is about as much of a creative
twist as we can have right now. I
think it will be cool because Camp
North End is so spread out that it
gives us a chance to decorate in a
way that we haven’t before.”
That means a night of R&B, funk,
gospel, soul and a splash of holiday
cheer. “Soulful Noel” will feature
songs like “Ave Maria,” “Little
Drummer Boy” and “What Do the
Lonely Do.”
“We wanted to give people an inside/outside option,” Talley said. “It

will be inside, but it’s a warehouse [at
Camp North End] so it feels like outside. We figured that would be the
best of both worlds, and still keep everybody as safe as possible so that
we can bring some kind of Christmas
cheer to folks.”
Talley created “Soulful Noel” as the
ultimate anti-Christmas show. However, now he looks forward to the
holiday tradition, so much so that he
recorded a studio album, “OnQ presents A Soulful Noel,” which is available on Apple Music, Google Play and
Amazon.
For more information about the
shows at Middle C Jazz:
https://middlecjazz.com/events/
For more information about the
shows at Camp North End:
www.eventbrite.com/e/soulfulnoel-tickets-130532996707

Cosby appeal hinges on defendant’s past
By Maryclaire Dale
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

PHILADELPHIA — In 2016, as Bill
Cosby’s legal team prepared for trial in
his stunning sexual assault case in
Pennsylvania, the state Supreme Court
quietly heard a death row inmate’s appeal.
Lawyers for Charles Hicks questioned
whether three women who said he had
beaten and choked them in Texas
should have testified at his trial in a
fourth woman’s death in the Pocono
Mountains.
Prosecutors hoped to show a pattern
of “strikingly similar” conduct, even if
only one woman died. The seven Supreme Court justices issued five separate opinions on the use of the “prior
bad act” testimony.
That may explain why they are hearing Cosby’s appeal of his conviction on
Tuesday.
In taking the case, the justices appear
eager to clear up the law on one of the
murkiest questions plaguing criminal
trials: When should a jury hear about
someone’s past?
Investigators say it can be crucial to
show a signature crime pattern, but defense lawyers say it often amounts to
character assassination.
The debate has been central to the
high-profile prosecutions of actor and
comedian Cosby, movie mogul Harvey
Weinstein and a Roman Catholic
Church official in Philadelphia charged
with protecting predator priests. But it
also comes into play for lesser-known
people like Hicks, who remains on
Pennsylvania’s death row.
“The issue is really intriguing because
it forces defendants to spend time

MATT SLOCUM | THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

In this April 26, 2018 file photo, Bill Cosby, center, leaves the Montgomery County Courthouse in Norristown, Pa., after being convicted of drugging and molesting a woman. The
actor has spent more than two years in prison since he was convicted of sexual assault in
the first celebrity trial of the #MeToo era. Now the Pennsylvania Supreme Court was set to
hear his appeal on Dec. 1. The arguments will focus on the trial judge's decision to let five
other accusers testify for the prosecution.
fighting shadows of uncharged, sometimes unrelated accusations that never
really became formal criminal
charges,” said Philadelphia defense
lawyer William J. Brennan, who was involved in the church trial. “It’s very distracting. You should focus on what
you’re criminally charged with.”
Cosby has long complained that
Montgomery County Judge Steven T.
O’Neill let five other accusers testify at
his 2018 retrial, when he became the
first celebrity convicted of sexual assault in the #MeToo era. His lawyers,
and his wife, Camille, have called the

women gold diggers and their testimony lies.
But District Attorney Kevin Steele believes the similarities in their accounts
were no mere coincidence.
“It is unusual, to say the least, that defendant has been repeatedly ... accused
of engaging in sexual conduct with unconscious or otherwise incapacitated
young women,” his office wrote in a Supreme Court brief this year.
Cosby, 83, has spent more than two
years in prison since he was convicted
of drugging and sexually assaulting AnPlease see COSBY | 6B

«MOVIE REVIEW

‘The Croods’ opens to $14.2M box office haul
By Jake Coyle
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — Testing a novel release
strategy, Universal Pictures’ animated
sequel “The Croods: A New Age” had one
of the best opening weekends of the
pandemic, grossing $14.2 million over
the five-day Thanksgiving holiday weekend, according to studio estimates Sunday.
Whereas new releases have traditionally lasted around 90 days in theaters, Universal has mapped out a
shorted theatrical window in deals with
major chains AMC and Cinemark that
gives the studio the option to move new

releases to premium video-on-demand
after just 17 days. “The Croods: A New
Age” is expected to shift to the home before Christmas for a $20 rental. For an
industry reeling from the pandemic, it’s
part of wider changes seeping through
the industry
“The Croods: A New Age” grossed $9.7
million Friday-Sunday, which rivals even
the weekend start for “Tenet” in September. Warner Bros. didn’t break down
the three-day weekend figures for
“Tenet,” which began preview screenings in the U.S. on a Monday, but said it
grossed $20.2 million in its first week in
U.S. theaters plus its first two weeks in
Canadian theaters.

While the opening for “The Croods: A
New Age” was something Hollywood
hadn’t seen in months — a movie that
outperformed expectations — it was still
only a sliver of what the industry usually
sees in the typically busy holiday movie
season. Last year, “Frozen II” led all films
over the five-day Thanksgiving weekend
with $123.7 million, while “Knives Out”
scored $41.7 million
Since “Tenet” opened, most larger releases have been postponed or detoured
to digital, sometimes while still playing
in theaters overseas. The Walt Disney Co.
steered “Mulan” to a premium purchase
Please see THE CROODS | 6B
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Cosby appeal hinges
on the defendant’s past

Continued from page 5B
drea Constand, a Temple University
employee he had taken under his
wing, at his suburban Philadelphia estate in 2004.
By the time her case went to trial in
2017, after a judge unsealed Cosby’s
long-buried testimony in her 2005
sexual battery lawsuit, dozens of
women had come forward to say the
star of “The Cosby Show” had mentored and then betrayed them.
O’Neill allowed just one of them to
testify at the first trial, in which the
jury could not reach a verdict.
But the following year, at the 2018
retrial, the judge let five other accusers take the stand to describe encounters with Cosby in the 1980s.
Each believed they had been drugged
and sexually assaulted.
Constand, a former professional
basketball player from Toronto, said
she became incapacitated after taking
what she thought was an herbal
remedy from Cosby. She said she
could not fight back as he put his
hand down her pants. Cosby described the penetration that followed
as consensual.
An intermediate appeals court last
year called O’Neill’s decision on the
other accusers reasonable. Then the
state Supreme Court jumped in when
he appealed again.
The Cosby appeal could decide
whether courts allow the expansive
use of “prior bad act” witnesses that
many judges have adopted in recent
years or rein it in to preserve the presumption of innocence.
The testimony is often referred to as
“404(b) evidence,” a reference to the
legal rule that governs it.
“I think the Supreme Court probably

wants to tighten up some of the
404(b) issues that certainly are ripe
for tightening,” said Brennan, who sat
through weeks of testimony from priest-abuse victims in the 2012 church
trial. “It pollutes the air for the jury.”
Pennsylvania Chief Justice Thomas
Saylor raised concerns that creates
“mini-trials on collateral testimony” in
his 2017 opinion in the Hicks case,
but he still sided with the majority to
uphold the conviction, if for different
reasons.
The Supreme Court will also consider Tuesday whether the jury
should have heard Cosby’s damaging
deposition testimony from Constand’s lawsuit, when he acknowledged giving alcohol or quaaludes to
some of his accusers before sexual encounters.
Defense lawyers say that Cosby, before sitting for the deposition, relied
on a secret agreement from a former
prosecutor that he would never be
charged in Constand’s case. But
O’Neill found no evidence of such a
pact.
Cosby, like other defendants, does
not have the right to attend the appellate arguments, which have been
moved online because of the COVID19 pandemic.
He resides at a state prison near
Philadelphia, where several inmate
deaths have been blamed on the coronavirus. Cosby’s friends have made
public pleas for his early release,
given his age and increased risk of infection, but he has not filed any formal legal petitions. And prosecutors
say he doesn’t qualify as a sexually violent predator.
The Supreme Court is not expected
to rule for several months.

Keiba Young, center, of First In Families partnered with the Mecklenburg Sheriff's department to
give away Thanksgiving turkeys and food at their offices on Nov. 21.

‘The Croods’ $14.2M box office
Continued from page 5B

on Disney+, but opened in
China and elsewhere. Next
month, Warner Bros. will
release “Wonder Woman
1984” simultaneously on
HBO Max and in theaters.
Disney has uprooted the
Pixar animation “Soul” to
its streaming platform.
That’s left smaller films
to lead what’s left of the
box office — about 40% of
the normal number of the-

aters. Most have tapped
out around $4 million on
opening weekend. The
Kevin Costner and Diane
Lane film “Let Him Go” debuted with $4.1 million in
ticket sales from 2,454 locations earlier this month.
The body-swap horror
movie “Freaky,” with Vince
Vaughn, has been No. 1 the
last two weekends after debuting with $3.7 million.
One of the biggest differ-

ences is that Universal
spent more heavily to market the $65 million
“Croods” sequel from
DreamWorks Animation. It
played in 2,211 locations,
or about half the usual
amount for such a release.
Overseas,
the
film
grossed $20.8 with almost
all of that — $19.2 million
— coming from China.
Nia Brown of PrincessMe Parties gave away Thanksgiving turkeys for needy families at her store
on Nov. 24.

