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Early in-person voting in North Carolina wraps up on Oct. 31. More than 3.2 million voters cast early ballots in person like at Hickory Grove Elementary
School in Charlotte, above, or via mail as of Tuesday, setting a new election cycle record. Election Day is Nov. 3.

Voter advocacy, outreach
gain strength across state
African American turnout poised to shift North Carolina’s political fortunes
By Kristen Johnson
THE CHARLOTTE POST

Valerie Jordan has always been involved with local politics. Growing up
in rural Warrenton, North Carolina, not
being involved in something was almost unheard of.
She was first introduced to environmental injustice after a toxic, waste
landfill was built in her predominately
Black hometown, causing more than

500 African Americans to protest the
state’s decision to place it in the community of about 800 people near the
Virginia border.
“I was always part of important issues
as it pertains to economics and development in rural communities,” said
Jordan, lead consultant of Hunter J.
Group, a Raleigh behavioral health
center focused on helping those with
disabilities.

Because of her town’s unique history
and family’s participation in grassroots
organizations, Jordan has always felt a
duty to do what she can to improve
conditions for rural communities. It
means taking elections seriously.
“I registered to vote at the age of 17
and I have never missed an election,
OK? Because that was so important to
my family, of the right to vote,” she
Please see VOTER | 2A

Political demographics more diverse than ever
By Krystal Frierson
THE CHARLOTTE POST

Less than a week before Election Day,
the drive to lock in votes becomes even
more critical.
In North Carolina, early in-person voting ends on Oct. 31. Of the state's 7.3
million registered voters, more than 2.2
million in-person ballots are in, while

760,000 have submitted absentee ballots. With nearly 40% of the eligible
votes already in, how will the remainder and newcomers sway the election?
Since the 2016 elections, North Carolina has undergone a steady population
increase. According to Rebecca Tippett
at Carolina Demography, "new voters

make up 25% of the state's 7.1 million
registered voters." With population
growth have come changes in the demographic statewide. Changes would
include those who have recently gained
citizenship, turned 18, and are new to
the state. Many are shifting away from
significant party affiliations.
Please see POLITICAL | 2A

Hardest history:
Teaching the
uncomfortable

‘Somebody
dropped the
ball’ in prison
outbreak
By Hannah Critchfield
NORTH CAROLINA HEALTH NEWS

By Anna Pogarcic
MEDIA HUB

RALEIGH — Matt Scialdone doesn’t care about silence. He’s the kind of teacher that will lean back on
his desk and wait for students to answer his question, no matter how long it takes.
His classroom at Middle Creek High School is
warm, and that makes the silence more uncomfortable. He jokes that it almost feels more like a bunker,
and that’s because it is — it’s a windowless, glorified
closet that’s just big enough to hold his 30 students.
He had asked students in his African American literature class in the fall of 2017 a question about the
Middle Passage during their first lesson. He leaned
back on his desk and waited, as usual.
Students stared at their laps or their notes. As Scialdone watched his Black and white students avoid
his question, for once, he gave in.
“Raise your hand if you know what the Middle Passage is,” he said.
One, two, three timid hands went up — out of the
entire class.
Thirty students, both honors and Advanced Placement, sat in silence. They had been taking history
classes for years, but many of them didn’t know how
enslaved people were transported to the Americas
from Africa, a major part of the transatlantic slave
trade.
Please see TEACHING | 4A
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Stefania Arteaga speaks Oct. 23 at the Dissent Duke Energy rally at Romare Bearden
Park. The rally, organized by high school students Jacqueline Dinh and Laura Saavedra,
was a call for environmental justice and policy change in the government and corporate sectors that impact communities of color.

Students lead empowerment
for environmental justice
By Ashleigh Fields
herb.white@thecharlottepost.com

Effective. Efficient. Equal.
Those words describe the environmental justice reform two local high
school students are encouraging
leaders and corporations to align
with. Jacqueline Dinh, a sophomore
at Olympic High, and Laura Saavedra, a senior at Charlotte Country
Day, joined forces to rally for
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There’ll be no gatherings at
United House of Prayer for All
People campuses in Mecklenburg
County.
Health officials ordered a total
shutdown immediately after an
outbreak of coronavirus infections
from the annual Charlotte convocation reached superspreader
levels. Thousands of followers –
mostly from states along the Eastern Seaboard – reportedly attended
gatherings between Oct. 4-11.
Mecklenburg County Public
Health Director Gibbie Harris issued an order of abatement of imminent hazard on Oct. 24 with a
letter to Apostle Ronald White,
leader of the Mother House on
Beatties Ford Road and United
House of Prayer attorney Mickie
Bailey. The order bans in-person
meetings at all Mecklenburg facilities until at least Nov. 6.
The United House of Prayer is
also required to clean and disinfect
all indoor surfaces at the Mother
House with methods approved by
local, state or federal authorities.
The county confirmed more than
120 COVID-19 cases connected
with events at the Mother House.
Among the confirmed cases was a
cluster of six cases at Madison
Saints Paradise South Independent
Living. Five deaths were among the
confirmed cases.
“We do not have a registry of all
the folks who attended the events
and we don't know [the exact
number of individuals being
tested] because people are getting
tested at various testing providers
across the community,” Dr. Raynard Washington, Mecklenburg’s
deputy health director said. “We
were not made aware of the individuals who have been tested by
name and we're able to track them
Please see MECKLENBURG | 2A
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change as coordinators for the Dissent Duke Energy event through Extinction Rebellion Youth Charlotte.
“We are a nonpartisan, decentralized group of youth that work together to promote reform and
accountability within the local government, the Charlotte community,
and the broader region of the United
States through the use of direct acPlease see STUDENTS |2A
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The last photo Jennifer Wren has
of her father shows him lying in a
cardboard box, waiting for the crematorium.
They’d spoken just two weeks
before.
Another month was passing
quickly, and her father Roy Hood,
an inmate at Greene Correctional
Institution, answered what had become weekly questions about his
persistent cough:
Yes, he’d seen a doctor.
No, he hadn’t gotten a COVID-19
test.
He’d gotten prednisone, a steroid
used to treat allergies, again. He
said his back was beginning to
ache from the hacking.
The next time Wren got a call
from the prison, her father was in
the hospital on a ventilator.
Wren, who lives in Atlanta, traveled up to identify his body six
days later.
Roy Hood wasn’t the only one. As
North Carolina’s COVID-19 cases
stabilized during the late summer
Please see SOMEBODY | 3A
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Voter empowerment
gains strength in NC

Continued from page 1A
said.
In North Carolina, political power
flows from the east, primarily through
the General Assembly, which controls
legislation and spending. Shifting demographics and political affiliations,
however, are creating new coalitions
that challenge the old order and conflicts between urban centers and rural
areas. This year, Jordan is thinking
about health care, economic development in rural communities, and for
a country that will be fair and just for
her grandson Bryson, a bright 8-yearold.
To Jordan, one of 2 million North
Carolinians who have already voted
either by mail or in-person since early
voting began Oct. 15, those issues are
connected. She wants to elect leaders
who will have people’s best interests
at heart, such as incumbent Gov. Roy
Cooper.
“He has the most diverse cabinet in
history, and he is a Rocky Mount
native, so he understands all of the
rural areas,” she said, citing a broadband initiative to increase internet access to underserved communities, a
matter of growing importance as most
children are learning remotely due to
COVID-19.
In one of the most historic and
unique presidential elections, Black
North Carolinians are propelled to
vote by the urgency of issues directly
affecting them, their communities,
and the nation.
Experts are calling this election one
of the most important ever because
more than just a candidate’s name is
on the ballot. Matters such as COVID19 and healthcare, racial injustice, unemployment and criminal justice
reform have raised concerns among
voters over the past four years.
Organizations such as the NAACP,
churches, and community groups are
trying to reach more Black residents
to educate, register and even take
them to the polls.
“We’re bringing out all types of
games, we have the pastor coming out
to pray,” said Keith Rivers of the Pasquotank County NAACP chapter. “This
will be the first time in Pasquotank
County that will have Sunday voting.”
On Oct. 25, Rivers led other community leaders to a “safe site” nonpartisan voting event to encourage
more Black people to the polls. The
event will feature football games on
TVs and other features.
“We have had 10,000 people to vote
already,” Rivers said. “We’ve seen a lot
of enthusiasm and a lot of people
seem to be confident when they’re
going into the polls. Everybody is talking about it, which is a good thing.
That means that the process is working.”
In northeastern North Carolina, one
of the state’s poorest areas, many residents are removed from mainstream
conversations surrounding the election cycle. According to Rivers, the
area is a “media desert” where even
residents with satellite or cable can’t
get local news channels.
“So that drives into the part of being
able to let people know what’s at
stake, what’s on the ballot,” Rivers
said. “Just trying to get the message
out about things we’re trying to do
can be very difficult because we don’t
have that external network.”
Still, Rivers is optimistic. He helps
residents in the county with rides to

the polls, often visiting local ABC
stores to find people he can educate
about the voting process and the realities of issues like education, Medicaid
expansion and criminal justice reform
that can be influenced by votes.
One voter Rivers took to a polling
site was voting for the first time in 10
years.
“Sometimes people think that their
vote doesn't matter,” he said. “And because they look at the election process
on the big scale which is the federal
level, not realizing what goes on on
the local level dictates many times
what goes on at the state level and
those are the things that are gonna affect you the most.”
DeAnthony Collins, a Raleigh entrepreneur, voted on the first day of
early voting with his wife, Kelly, and
9-year-old son, Preston, armed with
hand sanitizer and snacks. For him,
the election is about choosing candidates who will prioritize matters such
as economic development, affordable
housing and law enforcement reform.
He also hopes for a Democratic Senate
majority.
“Being honest, at the very tip-top of
my list, would have to be just getting
rid of Donald Trump,” Collins said. “I
think without doing that, the things
that we want to get done can’t be done
if Donald Trump is still in office. We
have to replace him so that we can do
those other things.”
President Trump’s failure to address
the COVID-19 pandemic with suggestions from health and disease experts
has resulted in thousands of Black
Americans dying from the virus, and
millions more infected.
More than 213,000 Americans – one
in five of them Black – have died from
the virus and more than 8 million infected, including Trump, first lady
Melania Trump, and members of the
administration’s staff.
While there is little knowledge of
when the country will see fewer infections and deaths, voters are still making their way to the polls.
Colene Kelly Faulk participated in an
Oct. 25 “Souls to the Polls” event in
Columbus County. As an elected official and pastor of the Life Church of
Chadbourn, about 60 miles west of
Wilmington, Faulk is on a mission to
bring as many people to the polls as
possible.
“It's so interesting to see people you
grew up with and different family perspectives of voting,” said Faulk, a
Chadbourn town council member and
professor at Southeastern Community
College in Whiteville. “I think a sense
of urgency for people to vote now is
that they’re saying ‘is that how you
get [Trump] out of there?’”
In North Carolina, there are several
Black candidates on the ballot for
state and legislative offices, including
Yvonne Lewis Holley (Democrat) and
Mark Robinson (Republican) who are
running to be the state’s first Black
lieutenant governor.
“For the last four years, I've been
anxiously awaiting this day,” said Antoine Marshall, an attorney in Wake
County who voted in person early to
avoid long lines.
“We have no other choice but to stay
with our heads up, our eyes on the
prize and if everybody pulls together,
we can get there,” said Jordan. “Lightning can’t strike twice in the same
place.”

Students lead advocacy rally to
influence environmental justice
Continued from page 1A
tions,” said Dinh.
Their
organization
launched a campaign
called “October Rebellion”
to demand rebellion from
corrosive systems, reparations led by and for black
people, and respect for the
stolen land citizens occupy.
“Our personal experiences as women of color
inspired us to create this
Duke Dissent event,” said
Saveedra. “This is a rebellion for ecological, social,
and climate justice.”
The event focused on denouncing Duke Energy’s
involvement in unleashing
toxic levels of coal ash into
Charlotte’s urban neighborhoods.
“Allen Steam Station is
one of the most toxic
power plants in America
and is located in Belmont,”
Dinh said. “The pattern of
the wind causes coal ash to
blow into West Charlotte,
which is historically Black.”
Duke Energy manages
the site, which generates
1,140 megawatts and has
been operating since 1957.
The company received a
lot of backlash after the
nonprofit Environmental
Integrity Project, in col-
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laboration with Sierra Club,
Earthjustice and other organizations, obtained and
analyzed all of the groundwater monitoring data that
power companies posted
on their websites in 2018.
They found that at Allen
Steam Station, coal ash
dumps were built beneath
the water table and leaked
cobalt, which causes thyroid damage, into groundwater at concentrations
more than 500 times above
levels considered to be
safe.
Duke Energy is “really
good at green washing
themselves and making it
seem like they are an ecofriendly corporation when
they pollute Black and indigenous communities, so
we are here today to rebel
against them” Dinh said.
In addition to creating a
safe space for poets and
performers to express their
outrage, the activists also
invited other organizations
like Sunrise Movement
Charlotte, F.U.E.L Collective and the CharlotteMecklenburg NAACP to
help spread their message.
“This event is extremely
important because environmental racism impacts
a lot of minority com-

munities,” said Nyah Cottle
of F.U.E.L Collective. “Everyone needs to understand what’s going on so
we can collectively work to
combat it.”
The Rev. Corine Mack,
president of the NAACP
branch, agrees.
“It’s very easy to implement anything in the black
community because most
of the time black people
won’t say anything because they don’t know,”
she said. “This is why it’s
important to educate
people, so they know the
harm that’s being done.”
Mack also expressed how
unlikely it is to see racial
injustice perpetrated upon
upper class neighborhoods.
“You can’t go into Myers
Park and do this or Ballantyne because you know
they won’t allow it,” she
said. “Many times, because
we are ignorant to what’s
going on, they get away
with murder. People are
dying and don’t know why
they’re dying.”
That doesn’t make it acceptable, Saveedra insists.
“The time for change is
now,” she said.

Political demographics are
more diverse than ever
Continued from page 1A
Historically, North Carolina had leaned Republican
in presidential races since
1968, except in 1976,
when Jimmy Carter carried
the state and in 2008 when
Barack Obama won. Even
though it has been reliably
red in presidential elections, North Carolina’s demographic has changed to
the point it is considered a
battleground state.
Based on new voter registration data from the
North Carolina State Board
of Elections, unaffiliated
registrations have gone up
42.3%, a 12% increase since
2016. Democrat registrations have dropped to
29.9%, an 8% decrease; Republicans have fallen to
26.5%, a nearly 5% decrease, and voters registered as Libertarian,
Green, or Constitutional
Party have gone up 1.3%,
an approximate 1% increase.
The increase in unaffiliated voters nearly accounts for the total
decreases to Democratic
and Republican percentages.
The most significant
population gains from net
migrations are in North
Carolina's urban counties,
suburbs, and retirement
destinations. The most significant migrations are to
urban counties of around
22,300 residents in Durham, Mecklenburg, New
Hanover, and Wake.
Suburban
Johnston
County, near Raleigh, have
seen an increase of 5,500
new residents. In contrast,
Cabarrus, Union, and Gaston counties neighboring
Charlotte have added
10,200. Alamance County,
located next to the Triad
region of Greensboro, Winston-Salem and High Point,
and the Research Triangle
(Raleigh, Durham, and
Chapel Hill), had an increase of 18,300 residents.
Brunswick County, an attractive location to retirees,
added 6,600.
A third of high net migration counties are Democratic strongholds. In
urban core counties, unaffiliated voters outnumber
Democrats and Republicans and hold significant
weight in the remaining
six.
A study of generational

partisanship conducted by
Catawba College political
science professor Michael
Bitzer showed that independent voters generally
offer a high level of loyalty
to a specific party. His research compares four generations of voting-aged
adults between 2008 and
2016: Greatest/Silent, Baby
Boomers, Generation X,
and
Millennials,
and
gauges the shift of generational party affiliation and
loyalty as these generations age.
Bitzer concludes that
“...this data tends to point
that Millennials will be as
partisan, and seemingly as
polarized as other generations."
Bitzer's research shows a
trend of gained and sustained loyalty. However,
loyalty may not be due exclusively to party affiliation, rather a belief that
supporting a third-party
option means their vote is
effectively “thrown out.”
In 2008, Americans were
coming out of the Bush-era
Iraq war and in the midst
of the Great Recession. Millennials were coming of
age to vote and foreshadowed today's social and
political change.
In 2012, Millennials were
still getting their footing in
the political realm and in
2016, Democrats lost the
White House as the more
liberal Gen-Z came of age.
Gen-Z's skepticism of political power also translates
to challenges to generational political loyalty. The
ideology
of
political
parties, conservatism, and
liberalism is under scrutiny.
C.J. Pearson, an 18-yearold Black conservative political
activist
from
Georgia, is unapologetically
right-leaning
as
founder and president of
The Free Thinker Project.
Pearson, who comes
from a family of Democrats, questions why party
loyalty has not improved
prosperity among black
communities. The foundations of Pearson's political
views and interest dates
back to 2008, when as a
second-grader, he voted
for
Republican
John
McCain in his class’s mock
presidential election.
Pearson posted a YouTube video on Dec. 4, 2019

titled “The Video Democrats Don't Want Black
People to See” in which he
urges voters to look at the
party’s history and its disregard for Black America.
“The Democratic Party
was literally founded on
the bedrock of racism,
founded upon the bedrock
of hate, they were literally
the party of white supremacy,” he said. “Democrats
have done more to put
black people down than
they have ever done to lift
us up. They did it through
the design of welfare; they
do it today.”
Pearson has most recently tweeted from his account
@thecjpearson,
which has 379,000 followers: "Black men are
flocking to @realDonaldTrump because they’re
tired of giving the Democrat Party everything in return for nothing. And can
you blame them?”
Pearson’s ideology does
not align with the expected
view that young voters register as unaffiliated or
Democrats. His massive
following among young
Americans would also suggest that Gen-Z is changing
the way Americans view
traditional liberal points of
view.
According to Pew Research Center, in 2012,
40% of Democratic and
Democratic-leaning registered voters called themselves moderates, 37%
called themselves liberals,
and 19% aligned their
views as conservative. In
2004, 30% of Democratic
voters called themselves
liberal, while 66% described themselves as
moderate or conservative.
A majority of white Democratic and Democraticleaning registered voters
are increasingly identifying
themselves as liberal. In
2000, 28% identified as liberal and 6% as very liberal.
In 2019, 55% identified as
liberal, while 19% called
themselves very liberal.
Liberal
identification
among Black Democrats
has not significantly increased since 2000 as the
plurality identify as moderate. According to Pew, in
2019, 43% of Black Democrats called themselves
moderate, 29% liberal, and
25% identify as conservative.

Mecklenburg County shuts
down church after outbreak
Continued from page 1A

that closely, so we don't know how many
folks are waiting for test results, but we
know that there are people who have
been tested and are waiting for results.”
Public Health officials say they tried to
reach nearly close contacts reported by
the people who were confirmed infected,
as well as health departments across the
Carolinas, Georgia, New Jersey and New
York. Anyone who has received a message from a contact tracer should call the
contact tracing hotline at (980) 314-9401.
The pandemic has at times pitted the
right to assembly – protected by the First
Amendment – against municipal officials
who urge COVID-suppressing strategies
during worship services. Churches successfully sued North Carolina to hold
services without limits, citing religious
freedom. Other congregations have
adopted virtual or drive-through services
in addition to social distancing. Washington said he encouraged House of Prayer
leaders to suspend services to account
for everyone who attended the convoca-

tion. The church didn’t respond.
“I’m concerned about any future services at least in the near future,” he said.
“Part of the concern is that we are unaware of how many individuals were potentially exposed or may currently be
infected, either with or without symptoms. “We’re continuing to monitor the
situation very closely, so I have personally advised the church not to host
any other gatherings for at least 14 days.”
North Carolina, which is in Phase 3 of
its reopening plan until at least Nov. 13,
recommends but doesn’t require in-person worship limits of 100 people per
room or 30% capacity, whichever is less.
Public Health advises anyone who attended the convocation or has been in
contact with someone who was at the
church that week should get tested for
COVID-19 and if you show symptoms of
the disease, avoid close contact with
others.
If you have questions about COVID-19
testing, call the health department at
(980) 314-9400.
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Abubakar earns pharmacist of the
year from national organization
Amina Abubakar, owner
of Rx Clinic Pharmacy, has
been named the National
Community
Pharmacists
Association’s
2020 Willard
B. Simmons
Independent
Pharmacist of
the Year.
The award
Abubakar
is sponsored
by Upsher-Smith Laboratories, LLC. Abubakar received the award as part of
NCPA’s Annual Convention, which was held virtually Oct. 18-19. The prize
honors a pharmacist who
exhibits exemplary profes-

sional leadership, service
to community, and commitment to independent
pharmacy.
The award is named in
honor of Willard B. Simmons, a former executive
secretary of NCPA (then
known as the National Association of Retail Druggists) and a longtime
trustee of the NCPA Foundation.
Abubakar, who grew up
in Kenya, opened Rx Clinic
Pharmacy in 2009 to specialize in treating HIV patients. Abubakar and Rx
Clinic Pharmacy are also
involved in local health
fairs and seminars, pro-

moting various health
screenings for early detection of diseases and linkage to care. She offers
immunizations and pointof-care testing in her community as well.
Abubakar’s
activity
within the pharmacy community includes roles on
the NCPA Emerging Models
Committee, the Good
Neighbor Pharmacy NCPA
Pruitt-Schutte
Student
Business Plan Competition
Committee, the American
Pharmacists Association’s
PharmTANK Competition
for Annual Meeting Committee, and the AcademiaPlease see ABUBAKAR | 4A
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‘Somebody dropped the ball’ with prison outbreak
Continued from page 1A
and early fall months, outbreaks in prisons continued. The virus has now
infected about 10 percent
of state prisoners.
Now, a little over a third
of all North Carolina’s state
prison deaths due to
COVID-19 have happened
within less than a month,
from Sept. 7 to Oct 7.
North Carolina Health
News spoke to experts to
investigate why incarcerated people continue to die
at high rates, regardless of
conditions outside.

A steady rate of death

On Oct. 7, Hood became
the 17th person to die of
COVID-19 while incarcerated in a state-run facility.
Six of these individuals,
including Hood, have died
since Sept. 17.
The number of COVID-19
deaths is double the
number in the previous
month-long period, despite
North Carolina’s relatively
low rate of new COVID-19
cases in the general population. Between Aug. 6
and Sept. 6, three incarcerated people died of COVID19. In the month-long
period that followed, six
died.
Another inmate, a man at
Pender Correctional Institution, died last week, raising the total state prison
death toll to 18.
The deaths have occurred despite a judge’s
order on June 16 in an ongoing lawsuit against the
state and the Department
of Public Safety, the agency
that oversees state prisons.
The order mandated that
protective measures such
as surveillance testing and
quarantines after movement be put in place at
each facility.
Current prisoners and
their families have linked
the ongoing spread of the
virus to continued inmate

transfers between prisons.
In court filings, DPS has
said that two-thirds of
these transfers are “administrative,” meaning they
are transfers that are “necessary for the prison system to operate,” such as
receiving new prisoners
after their sentencing in
court.
But plaintiffs in the lawsuit have said it’s unclear
whether transferred prisoners are properly quarantined upon arrival.
Under the order, prison
officials are supposed to
either test a prisoner prior
to the move or quarantine
them for 14 days once they
arrive at their new prison.
DPS says it houses transferred prisoners away from
the general population in
cohorts during this period.
Court filings appear to
indicate prisons are receiving
new
individuals
weekly, raising questions
about whether quarantining inmates are exposed to
other, newer arrivals before their 14 days are up.
“It’s unclear because
some of the weekly submissions show that there
are new transfers coming
into the prisons, on consecutive weeks,” said Leah
Kang, staff attorney at the
American Civil Liberties
Union of North Carolina.
“How is it that those
people are staying quarantined for 14 days if new
people are being transferred in?”
New outbreaks have been
found at DPS prisons every
week since mass testing of
all inmates ended on Aug.
8, according to court filings.
The week Hood died,
seven prisons reported
new outbreaks.

assess,
according
to
Lauren
Brinkley-Rubinstein, a public health researcher at the UNC School
of Medicine and cofounder of the COVID
Prison Project.
“Part of the problem here
is that there’s an information transparency issue,
especially around death,“
said Brinkley-Rubinstein.
“There’s a certain level of
opacity [within the prison
system]. There’s a lot they
just don’t tell us, you
know?”
Still, health experts offered some theories.

Denied early release

Incarcerated people are
at elevated risk for chronic
health problems over the
general population, possibly due to both structural
health risks such as poverty prior to incarceration,
as well as the deleterious
impact incarceration itself
has on long-term health.
Inmates in state prison
skew older than people in
jails due to mandatory
minimum laws of the past
few decades.
The nationwide prison
population has increased
five-fold since 1975, leading to more crowded conditions; for the prior 50
years, it had remained relatively stable. Though
Hood, who is mentioned
earlier in this article, is
white, mass incarceration
has disproportionately impacted Black people, who
also tend to have worse
health outcomes than
whites.
North Carolina’s state
prison population remains
high. Few offenders have
been granted early release
since the pandemic began,
making it difficult for inmates to socially distance
Health experts weigh in in dorms that sometimes
When it comes to who hold upward of 100 people
dies of COVID-19 in prison at once.
“If everything is running
and why, it can be hard to

as it had been before
COVID, and you’ve got big
groups of people who are
congregating all together,
it’s just going to spread
like wildfire,” said Brinkley-Rubinstein. “But if you
have done some prevention activities, like reduce
your population, or in absence of that, created small
cohorts, then it doesn’t
spread as rapidly, because
you’re able to do contact
tracing among a small
number of people.”
None of the prisoners
who have died were eligible for early release, according to court filings.
“And that is exactly the
point,” Kang argued during
an Oct. 15 status hearing.
“The current practices defendants are applying [for
early release] are so limited, so narrowly applied,
that none of these 17
people were eligible, and
they ultimately died in defendants’ custody.”
Exactly 2 percent of the
approximately
31,000
people inside North Carolina’s state prisons have
been granted early release
since the pandemic began,
according to DPS. In total,
628 people have been
granted some form of release under the Extended
Limits of Confinement, in
contrast to the 30,925
people currently in state
prisons.
“We know that older prisoners are certainly very unlikely to reoffend,” said
Stephanie Woolhandler, a
physician and professor of
public health at the City
University of New York at
Hunter College. “Large
numbers of people in
prisons and jails could
safely be released to the
community. It would be a
great benefit to their health
because it would prevent
them from being exposed
inside.”

Medical risk, lack of care jority of those people who

Prisoners may also experience barriers to timely
medical care while incarcerated.
“In many parts of the
country, the medical care
available to prisoners is
pretty substandard,” said
Woolhandler.
A prisoner may avoid
seeking medical care for
minor symptoms due to
the high cost of a doctor’s
visit, according to Woolhandler, as state prisons
charge incarcerated people
a co-pay to see a medical
professional. In North Carolina, this co-pay is $5 for
in-house visits initiated by
the offender.
“They’re often reluctant
to come in and spend a
week or two weeks of their
own wages in order to see
a doctor,” she said.
In interviews with NC
Health News and in affidavits filed in court, prisoners across several North
Carolina facilities have alleged there’s an added
issue: Difficulty obtaining
COVID-19 testing. They
claim prison officials have
declined to test them for
COVID-19, even after they
display symptoms consistent with COVID infection.
“I
think
oftentimes
there’s a narrative around,
‘Oh, inmates are making
up their symptoms, or they
have a cold or have allergies or it’s not serious; it
doesn’t warrant a health
visit,” said Zinzi Bailey, a
social epidemiologist at
University of Miami and researcher on the COVID
Prison Project.
“In one particular case
that I can speak of, the
prison wasn’t doing regular testing, and a bunch of
people had reported certain symptoms. While
health professionals said
that they were available to
provide testing, a vast ma-

reported symptoms were
not given tests, and not followed up with,” Bailey said.
“There was a case of one
person who had some
symptoms but didn’t pass
the muster to get tested.
But when they got extremely ill, they then were
immediately taken to our
public safety-net hospital.
That’s what happens with
the severe cases — they
end up in our hospitals,
and it really has implications for our overall capacity. And that is when he got
diagnosed, and unfortunately passed away.“
That’s essentially what
happened to Hood, according to his daughter.
Hood entered the state
prison system after being
convicted of attempted
rape, attempted sexual offense, and indecent liberties with a child in 2013.
He had less than a year left
in his sentence.
As Hood’s cough worsened during August and
September, his daughter
Wren said he paid for
visits, through money she
supplied, to a Greene Correctional doctor weekly.
Yet he told her he was
never tested for COVID-19
after the prison did cohort
testing in early August.
It wasn’t until he was
hospitalized for severe respiratory symptoms on
Sept. 24 that he received a
test, she said. The test
came back positive two
days later, according to
John Bull, DPS spokesperson.
He was placed on a ventilator the same day,
though Wren said she wasn’t notified of his hospitalization or illness until six
days later on Oct. 1.
“My dad was a registered
sex offender,” said Wren.
“And there’s not a day that
Please see COVID | 6A

Build back
Better
Joe Biden and Kamala Harris will:
Create millions of good-paying jobs
Increase the minimum wage to $15 an hour
End paycheck discrimination
Provide affordable child care
for families
Leverage more than $150 billion in new capital and
opportunities in economically disadvantaged businesses
and areas
Create a $15,000 down-payment tax credit for first-time
home buyers

Visit joebiden.com to learn more
PAID FOR BY BIDEN FOR PRESIDENT
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Abubakar earns pharmacist of the
year from national organization
Continued from page 2A
CPESN
Transformation
Pharmacy Collaborative
Task Force.
Abubakar supports pharmacists’ value in collaborative
care
through
advocacy with the Charlotte Independent Physicians Group. She is
founder of the Avant Institute and clinical director
for Troy Medicare, a licensed health insurance
company that leverages
pharmacist-senior interactions and enables pharmacies to improve patient
health outcomes and drive
down costs.
• Melissa McKeown has
been named chief executive officer at the Community Shelter of Union
County.
The nonprofit’s chief operating officer, McKeown
will succeed Kathy Bragg in
December.
During Bragg’s 10-year
tenure, the shelter added
resources and programming to the agency, including a rapid rehousing
program to help people
suffering hunger and
homelessness in addition
to growing from five employees to 40 and boosting
its operating budget from
$300,000 to $3.2 million
this
year,
which
includes $1.7
million
in
short-term,
restricted
covid-related
grants.
McKeown
McKeown
joined
the
shelter as part-time bookkeeper in 2010 and worked
through several client service positions before being
promoted to chief operations officer in 2017. She
was a family services case
manager, was promoted to
senior case manager and
then promoted to director
of client services.

As COO, she has over- augural Tony Award for Exseen the daily operations, cellence in Theatre Educaincluding the multiple food tion in 2015 and the 2016
support
components, Charlotte Post Foundation
emergency adult and Educator of the Year
family housing, rapid re- award.
Wood’s 26 years of teachhousing initiatives plus
ing at East Mecklenburg
volunteer support.
• Corey Mitchell, Connie High School include parWood and Ronny Reddig ticipation in three Yale Nat i o n a l
earned
Cato
Lifetime
Initiative
Achievement in Teaching
Seminars as
Awards from the Arts &
an attendee
Science
Council.
The
and as a Nahonors celebrate teachers
tional Comwho have more than 15
m i t t e e
years’ experience in art,
m e m b e r
science or history instruc(2009-2010),
tion, or who use creativity Wood
in which she
in blending those disciplines into core academic developed and published
science
curricula
for
curriculum.
To be con- teachers across the counsidered eligi- try. Using knowledge from
ble for the the Yale Teacher Institute
award, indi- model, she helped develop
viduals must the Charlotte Teacher Instibe a Pre-K tute and in 2016 and 2017
through 12th traveled to Rwanda to work
grade teacher with students and teachers
Mitchell
working for in enhancing STEM educa(or
retired tion at their schools. Her
philosophy
within the last 2 years teaching
around
joy,
from) a public, charter or centers
independent school in wonder and exploration.
A teacher at Piedmont
Mecklenburg, Cabarrus,
Gaston, Iredell, Lincoln or Middle School, Reddig’s 27
years at CMS
Union counties in North
has
been
Carolina, or Lancaster or
spent emphaYork counties in South Carsizing a holisolina.
tic approach
Each recipient receives
to education
$5,000 and an original
through parwork of art. The award is
ticipation in
made possible through an
school
and
endowment gift made to
community
ASC from The Cato Corpo- Redding
leadership poration.
Mitchell has been trans- sitions such as the InterBaccalaureate
forming lives in his role as national
a theatre arts educator at Committee on campus and
Northwest School of the Young Black Leadership AlArts since 2001, where he liance. Reddig encourages
has directed 70 major pro- students to engage with
ductions,
16
cabaret multiple perspectives of
shows, 14 music revue history, thereby promoting
shows and over 40 plays equity and diversity in his
for NWSA and other arts or- classroom. He earned the
ganizations in the Char- 2016 Magnet Schools of
America Teacher of the
lotte region.
Among Mitchell’s career Year for Region IV.
accolades is earned the in-

NC ORAL HEALTH COLLABORATIVE

A dentist (left) and dental hygienist wearing full COVID-19 personal protective equipment
perform a procedure in August at Piedmont Health in Carrboro.

Pandemic leads to North
Carolina’s dental deserts
By Christian Green
CAROLINA PUBLIC PRESS

The COVID-19 pandemic
changed processes and
protocols in the medical
profession as exposure
risk became a top priority
for
front-line
health
workers.
For oral health care providers, the once routine act
of peering into mouths became a dangerous and possibly even deadly work
hazard.
To avoid the risk, some
dentists turned to teledentistry to connect with patients through video chat,
coaching them to use their
phones to photograph
their mouths and offering
consultations
through
screens.
The practice, born of necessity in the midst of a
global health crisis, offered
a path to help address a
long-standing and widespread need in North Carolina’s
health
system:
access to oral health care.
As of September 2019, an
estimated 2.4 million
North Carolinians struggled to get adequate dental
care, according to the
Health Resources & Services Administration of the
U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services.
Residents in 98 of the
state’s 100 counties live in
a region designated by the

federal government as a
Dental Health Professional
Shortage Area, or HPSA.
“This has been a problem
for years, and it continues
to be a problem in our
state,” said Dr. Darryl
Smith, program coordinator for Friendly Dental
Van, an organization that
provides oral health care
access to communities
throughout North Carolina.
Too few providers
In the last 40 years, the
number of practicing dentists in the state doubled,
but the increase did not
keep pace with the state’s
population growth.
Although the number of
practicing dentists rose
from 2,207 providers in
1979 to 5,112 providers in
2017, the state’s dentistper-population ratio lagged
below the national average,
according to data from the
Sheps Center for Health
Services Research at the
University of North Carolina.
“North Carolina’s population is growing exponentially. It is one of the
fastest growing states in
the country, which makes
it hard to keep up,” said Dr.
Zachary Brian, program director of the N.C. Oral
Health Collaborative.
In eight counties, the
shortage affects patients of
all income levels because

there are not enough dental providers regardless of
a patient’s ability to pay.
Three counties in the
state—Hyde, Tyrrell and
Gates—have no actively
practicing dentists, according to 2019 data from
Sheps Health Workforce
NC.
Increasing the number of
dentists in the state, especially in nonmetropolitan
areas, could help address
the need, but training and
retaining dentists remain
complex challenges.
Recruiting and training
North Carolina residents
can improve the likelihood
that they stay in state to
practice.
On average, 90 percent of
graduates
from
UNC
Chapel Hill’s Adams School
of Dentistry remain in
North Carolina to practice,
so an increased number of
students will very likely
translate to an increased
number of dentists, according to data from the
Sheps Center.
The total number of
North Carolina dentists increased in the last decade,
boosted in part by the
2011 opening of the state’s
second dental school at
East Carolina University,
which focuses on serving
rural and underserved
populations.
Please see PANDEMIC | 5A
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Teaching the complexity and pain of America’s racial history is uncomfortable but necessary for Middle Creek High School teacher Matt Scaldone.

Teaching the uncomfortable
Continued from page 1A
The day’s lesson was to study spirituals, songs sung by slaves. But how could
they understand that if they didn’t comprehend the horrors of slavery?
Scialdone went to a drawer in his desk
to pull out one of his posters — he thinks
they’re too traumatic to actually paste on
the wall — and lifts it up for the students.
It gave instructions for how to arrange
bodies on the ships crossing the Atlantic
for “maximum packing” of the human
cargo. There were diagrams of devices
the captors used to force feed the enslaved people so they couldn’t starve
themselves to escape their fate.
Students gazed with wide eyes. Many of
them were seeing these images for the
first time, and now they could understand just how gruesome, and real, the
history was.
Once that day’s lesson was over, Scialdone couldn’t help but wonder, “How
many other students out there don’t understand?”
Scialdone taught this before the New
York Times won a Pulitzer Prize last year
for its 1619 Project, marking the 400th
anniversary of the arrival of the first enslaved Africans in America. He taught this
before President Donald Trump criticized
efforts to teach history with a deeper look
into slavery and racism.
And Scialdone taught this before the
N.C. State Board of Education began revising its social studies standards and its
U.S. history requirements. He hopes his
courses will influence the discussion.

Building a class

Now in his 40s, Scialdone has been
teaching for almost two decades. His
bunker-turned-classroom made students
at Middle Creek feel like they were entering a different world from their other
classes. Anything from jazz to “Come and
Get Your Love” by Redbone greets them
as they search for their assigned seats.
Instead of hanging educational posters
on the wall, Scialdone said he uses those
spaces for students to “see themselves.”
Images of Gandhi, Cesar Chavez, Malala
Yousafzi and even Joe Holt, who integrated Wake County schools, watch over
his students to remind them how powerful an education can be.
Ninth-grade English is Scialdone’s comfort zone, but through the years, he has
increasingly incorporated history into his
English electives. He heads the English
department, and his philosophy is simple: if he asks his teachers to offer a class,
he has to be willing to offer that same
class. So when the school needed an extra
elective, he stepped up to offer African
American literature.
The course was already considered an
elective with a statewide curriculum, so
he had material to work with. Still, he
wanted to do more. If students were
learning about Frederick Douglass and
the Harlem Renaissance, they should also
be studying modern rap and Ta-Nehisi
Coates.
A switch usually flips in the heads of his
students on day two. Scialdone takes out
the school’s American history textbook
and flips it to the chapter on slavery, asking the students to look at the language.
Cameras existed during that time, so why
are there no pictures of the lash marks on
slaves’ backs? Instead, it shows them
clothed and working in fields, as if they
were farmers.
Though the chapter is about slavery, it’s
titled “The Abolitionist Era” — focusing
on the positives. Soon, the students start
wondering what else they don’t know.
“The kids that have come out of there
get bit with the bug,” Scialdone said.
Abby Rogers got bit when Scialdone
played Billie Holiday’s “Strange Fruit”
later in the semester.
Southern trees bear strange fruit
Blood on the leaves and blood at the
root
Black bodies swinging in the southern
breeze
Strange fruit hanging from the poplar
trees.
Pastoral scene of the gallant south
The bulging eyes and the twisted mouth
Scent of magnolias, sweet and fresh
Then the sudden smell of burning flesh.
She still remembers the lyrics and
wonders how such a beautiful song could
be about something so grotesque.
But the biggest lesson for her wasn’t the
song itself. She is white and grew up
going to majority-white schools. Scialdone’s class was the first time she felt her
perspective wasn’t the one that should be
heard. Instead, she sat back and let her
peers talk about how the song affected
them, and she just listened.
Getting bit by that bug lasts long after
students leave his class.
KaLa Keaton was the only freshman
when she took African American literature in the fall of 2017, which would have
been nerve wracking enough if she didn’t
also have to think about how Scialdone is
white. She remembers the first lesson
about spirituals, the question about the

Middle Passage and being one of the few
who raised their hands. But surrounded
by a majority of Black students for the
first time, and hearing him asking that
question, she could let go of just a bit of
the tension in her shoulders.

‘Bigger than a participation grade’

The last 20 minutes of African American literature class was free time.
“This is an honors elective,” Scialdone
reminded his students, “You don’t have
to be here. You chose to be here, so I want
to respect your time.”
Students could use this time to talk
about whatever they wanted or work on
their projects, either among themselves
or with Scialdone. Keaton said this time
was often what taught her the most: mass
incarceration, eugenics, lynching.
Listening to the 20-minute talks and
seeing the class evolve, Scialdone understood the class was full of curious, hardworking kids. After reading “Just Mercy”
by Bryan Stevenson, a book about how a
lawyer in the South fought against racially
motivated wrongful convictions, the students wanted to prove they cared.
Scialdone had never hosted an overnight field trip before, and he never
planned to. After he filled out “a million
and one” forms, his students piled into a
charter bus and drove through the night
to Montgomery, Alabama.
The main stop: the National Memorial
for Peace and Justice.
Approaching the memorial, you’re overcome by an eerie calm. The memorial is
surrounded by large, flat fields of grass,
lining a walkway leading to the entrance.
Along the way you see statues of enslaved people, crouched down and
chained by the neck and hands. You can
walk up to them and see the detail on
their faces, mouths wide open in shock
and brows furrowed in pain. A middle
passage.
As soon as the class crossed the threshold into the museum, the rowdy chatter
of the high schoolers stopped. They weren’t the only ones; the whole memorial is
quiet to allow visitors to take it in.
Visitors descend until the museum is
above them, and pillars line up as far as
the eye can see. Five-foot-tall rusted
blocks of metal hang over people’s heads
like bodies from trees, symbolizing those
who were lynched in the United States.
Founded by Stevenson’s Equal Justice
Initiative, the memorial is one of the only
national sites in the country dedicated to
the trauma of the history of slavery. Each
metal pillar is dedicated to a county in the
country with recorded cases of lynchings,
with the recognition that there are likely
many more. And for each county, there is
a name and date.
Wake County had just one: George Taylor, killed in 1918. For New Hanover
County, there were many more, all with
the year 1898 engraved underneath.
Keaton had learned about American history, and she thought she knew everything. Since elementary school, she
studied the Civil War, Reconstruction and
the civil rights movement. But she had
never learned about lynching.
“Seeing what we were working on in a
completely different place made us realize this was something bigger than the
class, bigger than a participation grade,”
she said.
At the end of the walk, duplicate pillars
for each county sit waiting to be claimed
so they can be put on display in the home
county. This is part of the museum’s
larger goal of encouraging the whole
country to recognize this history.
Keaton noticed that Wake County’s pillar was still waiting.

Owning up to history

When Scialdone was standing by the
New Hanover pillar, where Wilmington is
located, one of his students asked why
the same year was repeated so much.
What happened in 1898?
Scialdone told the students about the
Wilmington coup in which white mobs
overthrew the rightfully elected city government and killed scores of Black citizens.
And he realized then that one class wasn’t enough.
Two years after that field trip, Scialdone
set out to create a part two for African
American literature after encouragement
from his students and support from the
district. The new class, Hard History and
Civic Engagement, premiered in spring
2020 and designed to cover the territory
that wouldn’t fit in an English elective.
This new class touched on different social justice movements, eugenics, the
1898 Wilmington massacre — everything
the students wanted to learn about. They
talked about current events, especially
after the killings of Ahmaud Arbery and
George Floyd. They also did community
service and independent projects, like
producing a video project for the local
chapter of the NAACP. It was hands-on, an
illustration of how this history is still relevant today.
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Pandemic leads to North
Carolina’s dental deserts
Continued from page 4A
Other providers, such as North Carolina’s more than 6,000 dental hygienists, could help address the
critical need, but state regulations restrict who may perform some services
without direct supervision by a dentist.
“We are not utilizing our workforce
effectively,” Brian said. Relaxing the
restrictions could allow for hygienists
to travel to underserved populations
to perform simple preventive and restorative procedures, he said.

A complex challenge

A shortage of providers is only one
facet of the problem. “I think we do
have a shortage, but it is much more
nuanced and complicated than just
that,” Brian said. Cost, geography and
cultural misconceptions contribute to
inequities in dental care throughout
the state.
Cost is the leading barrier for access
to dental care for adults nationally.
Some areas, called population-based
HPSAs, have enough providers for the
population, but those without financial resources have difficulties accessing care. In 87 North Carolina
counties, people are unable to access
dental care because of income issues.
“You can live in an area with a dentist on every corner; that still does not
mean you automatically have access
to care,” Brian said.
The sliding-scale fee schedule at the
state’s 42 federally qualified health
centers, community organizations
that provide care for underserved
populations, allows some low-income
populations to access dental services.
Low-income patients may qualify
for Medicaid, which covers “medically
necessary” dental care, but patients
often have difficulty finding providers
who accept Medicaid.
“There are already few Medicaid oral
health providers across our state and
our region, and even fewer are true
Medicaid providers,” said Dr. Amanda
Stroud, dental director for AppHealthCare, an accredited district health department for several counties in
northwest North Carolina.
“Offices may be registered as Medi-

caid providers, but they might not be
accepting new Medicaid patients, or
they only provide it to a certain age or
one day a month.”
Cost considerations factor into
treatment decisions long before a person receives a dental bill. Hourly wage
earners may be unable to take time off
to visit a dentist, fearful of lost income or penalties for missing work,
and some individuals lack access to
the necessary transportation or child
care to attend an appointment.
“I see people in their 40s who have
never visited a dentist,” Stroud said.
“They have been choosing between
paying for groceries or their electric
bill for the month instead of getting
this cavity taken out.”

Beyond cost and access

Providing access to dental services
is only part of the puzzle, said Smith,
whose Friendly Dental Van regularly
provides care for children across the
state. Quality care depends on public
understanding of the importance of
oral health.
“There are a lot of adults that still
are terrified of the dentist and don’t
see the need for dental care unless
pain is involved,” Smith said. “People
believe preventive dentistry is unnecessary when that is far from the
truth.”
Bringing dental care to schools is
one way to improve understanding
about the importance of oral health
care, Smith said.
“Half the children we see, going up
to middle school, it is the first dental
visit of their life,” he said. “We work
hard to create a relaxed and friendly
atmosphere. The impression they get
from us is so important to prevent
them from growing up into dentalphobics.”
Stroud, the AppHealthCare dental
director, first saw a dentist as a middle school student, and the experience encouraged her to provide that
same service to others.
“Kids get eye exams at school. Kids
get hearing exams at schools. They
aren’t charged for those, so why can’t
we bring in more dental to meet children where they are?” she said.
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Republicans halt
health care; Dems
will advance it
The COVID pandemic is devastating our community. 1 in 1,000 Black Americans have died from
COVID-19, and right now, in late October, cases are
at the highest levels recorded since July. Friday, the
United States reported more than 80,000 cases, the
second-highest number of new infections in a single
day during the pandemic.
Unfortunately, the Trump Administration is living
in an alternate reality. Last week, during the debate,
President Trump falsely claimed we are “rounding
the turn on coronavirus.” No, Mr. President, we are
not rounding the corner on the pandemic, and sadly,
no one is at the wheel as we head into a potentially
catastrophic flu season without a national plan. Instead, the White House
is covering up a COVID-19 outbreak in
the Vice President’s office.
The solution seems pretty simple to
me: during the worst public health crisis our nation has ever faced, what is
one thing people desperately need?
ALMA
Health care.
On the other hand, what are PresADAMS
ident Trump and the Republicans trying to take away from Americans?
Health care.
North Carolina is one of the top ten states with the
highest number of COVID-19 cases. At the same
time, over one million North Carolinians do not have
health insurance. Black and Hispanic residents make
up a disproportionate number of the uninsured -- 21
and 26 percent, respectively. At a time when people
of color are dying from COVID-19 at up to 2.3 times
the rate of white people, it is clear we need improved
access to health care for all North Carolinians, including expanding Medicaid. If the state expanded
Medicaid, as the majority of the country has done
through the Affordable Care Act (ACA), as many as
634,000 North Carolinians could gain coverage.
Despite the clear demand for increased access to
health care, the Trump administration is intent on
ripping health care away from more than 20 million
Americans, including 387,000 North Carolinians. On
Nov. 10, the Supreme Court will hear the latest case
against the Affordable Care Act, brought by the
Trump Administration. With this case, Medicaid expansion, protections for pre-existing conditions, the
ability to stay on parents’ health insurance until age
26, and the 10 essential health benefits of the ACA
are all at risk. And after nearly four years of promising to repeal and replace, President Trump still has
not offered a new health care plan. It’s clear now
more than ever, that he has no plan. He never did.
Even before COVID-19 hit North Carolina, we
needed leadership to expand access to health care.
Republican elected officials blocked Medicaid expansion for far too long, and their party leader, President
Trump, is now trying to sink the ACA altogether.
Trump’s nomination of Amy Coney Barrett to the Supreme Court demonstrates his complete disregard
for Americans in need of quality, affordable health
care.
Instead, we need a coalition of Democratic leaders
who believe healthcare is a human right, not a privilege, to take the helm. That’s why I introduced legislation to make health care a Constitutional right, and
that’s one of the many reasons why I support Joe
Biden.
Joe Biden and Kamala Harris will bring health care
solutions to the White House. Between introducing
a public option, lowering the Medicare enrollment
age, and increasing competition to lower drug
prices, the Biden-Harris ticket offers fixes to many
of North Carolinians’ most pressing health care
woes. They are not ignoring the reality that low-income residents and people of color face worse social
determinants of health, systemic disparities, and
have unequal access to health care. Fortunately, they
have a plan and will address these problems headon.
As co-chair of the Black Maternal Health Caucus,
I’ve worked closely with Senator Harris to develop
legislative solutions to address the Black maternal
health crisis. In the wealthiest country in the world,
Black women are 3-4 times more likely to die in
childbirth as white women. This disparity even persists across education and socioeconomic levels. To
address these unacceptable disparities, we introduced a historic legislative package to fill existing
gaps in maternal health care, which disproportionately impact Black mothers in our country. Our package, the Black Maternal Health Momnibus, consists
of nine bills calling for policy changes such as extending postpartum eligibility for the WIC nutrition
program, investments in rural maternal health care,
promotion of a diverse perinatal workforce, and implicit bias training. I know Sen. Harris will continue
looking out for the health of all Americans, including
Black women, as vice president.
A Biden-Harris administration would bring the
right kind of leadership to health care policy, and it
would greatly benefit all North Carolinians. It is time
to mobilize on health care expansion, rather than
halt it like the GOP has been doing in recent years.
These actions were already unconscionable before
the worst health care pandemic in recent history and
the devastation it brought to our communities.
As Joe Biden said on debate night, “Anyone that is
responsible for 220,000 deaths should not remain
as President of the United States.” I couldn't agree
more. Let’s turn this mother out and vote like our
lives depend on it, because they do.
Alma Adams represents Charlotte in the U.S. House
of Representatives.
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Get up, get out and vote your choice
It is now our time to vote!
This election in the minds
of many will go down in
our history books as the
election that saved the soul
of our democracy.
Former President Barack
Obama said, “This is the
most important election of
our lifetime.
He gave a riveting and
pulsating speech last week
at a drive-in
rally in Philadelphia for
the
BidenHarris ticket.
He
talked
about a variety of topics
as he lathJAMES
ered up Mr. T
EWERS
in his lies and
incompetence.
We as the American
people know there has
been no comprehensive
federal response to COVID19. Now over 225,000
people have passed away
because of this health crisis. He has lacked the
moral courage to get something done. Former president Obama said, “Trump
can’t even take the basic
steps to protect himself.”
The current president
loathes wearing a mask

and chastises those that
do.
As we grow older, our
health problems increase.
We suffer from diabetes,
high blood pressure and
heart disease. That is just a
fact of life, especially if you
are Black like me.
So pre-existing conditions follow us around
every day. The Republican
Party and Mr. T do not care
about pre-existing conditions or us. In fact, it has
been their goal from day 1
to take away the Affordable
Healthcare Act. However,
they do not a replacement
plan.
Former president Obama
said, “The GOP health plan
has been coming in two
weeks for 10 years.”
The USA is being booed
and mocked worldwide.
We have morphed into
being bullies, unfriendly
and
unreliable.
Only
Trump and the Trumpeteers believe that we as a
country are strong. The
strong arm of disdain that
America has become will
not sustain itself.
America is torn at the
seams and we have the
wrong tailor. The patchwork that has occurred
over the past four years

has faded and has holes in
it.
Yes, America, we have
holes in our democracy.
Decency has been denounced and communication and civility have been
cut off.
We are suffocating in our
disappointment and disillusionment.
How long? I believe not
long. Millions of Americans
have already voted by way
of early voting and mail-in
ballots. In my opinion, we
the people have already
voted for change and for a
new day.
The lines to the polls are
long, but we do not mind
the wait. The mail-in ballot
process is confusing, yet
we are not deterred. We
know what is at stake so
put up the hurdles and we
will jump over them.
Create the detours and we
will go around them.
Nov. 3 is fast approaching. It will be a day like no
other. Democracy will be
on trail and we are the jury.
The prosecution played
by Mr. T, Mitch McConnell
and Lindsey Graham want
to take what belongs to us.
On the other side are Joe
Biden and Kamala Harris.
They are our defense. They

want us to keep what belongs to us.
Joe Biden and Kamala
Harris want us to keep our
healthcare. They want to
create jobs with a living
wage and for all citizens to
be treated with dignity and
respect.
Our country has a clear
choice. We can stay in
shame or move into fame.
The polls say we will have
a new president and vice
president. However, we
cannot depend upon poll
numbers.
Remember what happened in the last election.
We paid too much attention to polls.
This time we must vote
and encourage our friends
and neighbors to vote as
well. There are less than
eight more days before we
cast our ballots. Let us
send Mr. T home and out
of the White House. His
lease is up. His rent is past
due.
In 2008, then presidential
candidate
Barack
Obama asked a crowd in
Virginia, “Are you fired up?
Are you ready to go?”
James Ewers, a Johnson
C. Smith University graduate, lives in New Orleans.

Presidential candidates in 2024
Guess what.
The presidential election
is just about to begin.
“You mean just about
end,” I can hear you thinking.
But I am talking about the
2024 presidential election
campaign. It will be going
strong even before all the
votes in the 2020 contest
have been counted.
No matter
who wins this
year, there
will be an
open seat in
2024.
If
Trump wins,
he will be
term-limited
D.G.
and ineligible
MARTIN
to run again.
Should
Biden win, he will almost
certainly not run for a second term that would begin
when he would be 82. As
he said earlier this year, “I
view myself as a transition
candidate.”
Thus, whether or not
Biden wins, Democratic
presidential hopefuls will
go to work immediately.
Kamala Harris, whether
she is vice president-elect
or simply a U.S. senator,
will be pointing for 2024.
Other senators in contention include New Jersey’s
Cory Booker, Minnesota’s
Amy
Klobuchar,
Colorado’s Michael Bennet,

Virginia’s Tim Kaine, and
Massachusetts’ Elizabeth
Warren.
Kaine may be less ambitious and flashy than his
fellow senators but is solid
and has the experience of
running a national campaign as Hillary Clinton’s
running mate in 2016.
Add former Colorado
governor John Hickenlooper to the list if he wins
a Senate seat in 2020.
Lots of Democratic governors will be thinking
about running, including
Andy Beshear of Kentucky,
Andrew Cuomo of New
York, Jay Inslee of Washington
state,
Gavin
Newsom of California, J. B.
Pritzker of Illinois, and
Gretchen Whitmer of Michigan.
Should North Carolina
Gov. Roy Cooper win a
solid reelection victory, he
could be in play as someone who could help Democrats win a competitive
state in 2024.
There are many other
prospects. Pete Buttigieg,
former mayor of South
Bend, Ind.; Stacey Abrams,
2018 gubernatorial candidate in Georgia, and business leader Andrew Yang
have, by their articulate
and energetic campaigns,
shown they can compete in
any political race.
There will be more candi-

dates and lots of good
competition, but I predict
the Democratic nominee in
2024 will be Kamala Harris.
On the Republican side, a
group of Mikes will compete. Vice President Mike
Pence will start out at the
top of the prospects list,
closely followed by Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
and Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine.
There is a covey of U.S.
senators, including Marsha
Blackburn of Tennessee,
Tom Cotton of Arkansas,
Ted Cruz of Texas, Josh
Hawley of Missouri, Mike
Lee of Utah, Marco Rubio of
Florida, Ben Sasse of Nebraska, Rick Scott of Florida, and Tim Scott of South
Carolina.
In addition to DeWine,
other governors will compete, including, Greg Abbott of Texas, Ron DeSantis
of Florida, Larry Hogan of
Maryland, and Nikki Haley
of South Carolina, a former
governor and ambassador
to the United Nations.
Other possibilities include
Paul Ryan, a former House
speaker, and former New
Jersey Gov. Chris Christie.
Then there are Ivanka
and Donald Jr., and maybe
other
Trump
family
members who could claim
the crown.
My prediction for the Republican nominee in 2024

is Mike Pompeo. He has
military, legislative, and
foreign policy credentials
to go along with a record of
loyalty to Trump.
So, there you have it. In
2024, Kamala Harris and
Mike Pompeo will win their
party’s nomination and
square off against each
other in the general election.
You can count on it, except there is a wild card if
Donald Trump loses this
year’s election. That wild
card is Trump.
Earlier this month former
Trump aide Steve Bannon
told The Australian newspaper that if Trump loses
the 2020 election, he will
run again in 2024. Bannon
said, “I’ll make this prediction right now: If for any
reason the election is
stolen from, or in some
sort of way Joe Biden is declared the winner, Trump
will announce he’s going to
run for re-election in 2024.
You’re not going to see the
end of Donald Trump.”
D.G. Martin hosts “North
Carolina Bookwatch,” Sunday 3:30 p.m. and Tuesday
at 5 p.m. on UNC-TV. The
program also airs on the
North Carolina Channel
Tuesday at 8 p.m. and
other times.

COVID-19 claims more inmates
Continued from page 3A
goes by that I’m not angry
at him for that. But at the
same time, he should have
never been put in that position. Someone dropped
the ball. Because a monthand-a-half later, my dad’s
dead.”
Hood’s positive test initiated the current outbreak
at Greene. DPS at first did
not test Greene prisoners
unless they exhibited a
fever or were in two housing units that were deemed
“exposed,” Bull previously
told NC Health News on
Oct. 5. The facility recently
moved to do mass testing
of all asymptomatic inmates; the results were to
come back by Oct. 16.

Indifference

Bailey
said
there’s
another factor to consider
when it comes to inmate
deaths — public health responses require political
will.
“We have had a lot of mobilation, and attention, and
changes around nursing
homes, from families who
are arguing for the rights
of their family members,
said Bailey. “We have had
similar protests from
people arguing for the
rights of family members
who are in prison, but we

have not responded in the
same way. And I think that
there is an ethical issue
here where we are valuing
those in nursing homes
more than those in correctional facilities.”

‘Canaries in coal mine’

After a period of relative
stability, North Carolina
has seen a rise in cases
over the last few weeks, as
well as a sharp uptick in
the number of hospitalizations due to COVID-19.
Some worry renewed
prison outbreaks may be
partially to blame.
A recent Health Affairs
study that analyzed data
from Cook County Jail in
Chicago, which at one time
held the largest COVID-19
outbreak in the country,
found that the influx of
people in and out of the facility was associated with
about 16 percent of all documented COVID-19 cases
in Illinois. No such analysis
has been conducted for
any North Carolina prisons
or jails.
Woolhandler said it could
“absolutely” be contributing to the increasing case
count in the general population, in particular in
rural counties where many
correctional facilities are
located.

“All of the guards, and
the entire prison staff, go
in and out of that prison
every day,” she said. “So
there’s a constant risk to
the community from allowing COVID to run rampant in prisons and jails.”
DHHS declined to comment on whether they have
identified any county outbreaks that were linked to
outbreaks inside nearby
carceral facilities through
contact tracing.
Bailey said it’s also possible that the reverse is
true — that state prisoners,
who live in close quarters
where it’s difficult to social
distance and transmission
is rapid, were simply the
‘canaries in the coalmine’
warning the public of an already increasing viral
spread.
“Prisons have their own
ecosystem, and they’re
going to be mirroring the
environments outside of
the prison,” said Bailey. “In
general, there’s been a relaxing of basic personal
preventive measures due
to ‘COVID fatigue’ — we’re
loosening up on contact
with other people, going
back to work.
“That does have impacts
on specific locations that
are at increased risk of

transmission,” she said.

Testing prison staff

On Oct. 12, the Department of Public Safety announced a pilot mandatory
testing of all staff at three
of its facilities with ongoing COVID-19 outbreaks —
Greene, Scotland and Dan
River.
Greene and Scotland
have had prisoners die of
the virus in the last month.
The mandatory testing
program may be expanded
to other state prisons, Bull
said, but it’s “hard to tell at
this point.”
Over 1,200 prisoners
have died of COVID-19 nationwide as of Oct. 16.
“I grew up with my dad
singing, and his favorite
was Elvis,” said Wren. “He
won Elvis impersonation
contests — my dad would
rent the costume with the
solid black and the gold
and red rhinestones, he’d
wear the wig and sideburns, and he’d sing ‘Burning Love” and bring the
house down. He sang ‘My
Way’ at my mother’s funeral because that was her
favorite.
“I think the thing I’m
going to miss the most is
never hearing him sing
again,” she added.
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Norfolk
State’s Price
in right place
at right time

The offense played great. Defense, we played good
at times, but their third down [conversions] killed us. If
you don’t win on third down, it’s going to be a long
game and that’s what happened.

STAFF REPORTS

NORFOLK, Va. – Former Norfolk State star Bobby Price overcame a number of obstacles to
realize his childhood dream of
making it to the NFL.
The COVID-19 pandemic canceled the first-ever HBCU NFL
Combine last spring, which Price
was scheduled to participate in.
It also cut short the opportunities for pre-draft NFL team meetings for Price and other

“

Sports

The Charlotte Post

Panthers linebacker SHAQ THOMPSON

prospects like him trying to
make a good impression on decision-makers. Still, the Detroit
Lions took notice of Price’s talent
and body of work, which included two All-MEAC nods, 229
tackles and seven interceptions
in his four-year Spartan career.
The team signed the 6-foot-4
safety to a free agent contract.
Following training camp, Price
was signed to the Lions official
Please see SPARTANS’ |8A

Former
Eastland
site for
academy
By Ashley Mahoney
ashley.mahoney@thecharlottepost.com

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

The Carolina Panthers couldn’t contain the New Orleans Saints and quarterback Drew Brees in the Saints’ 27-24 win last week
in New Orleans. The Panthers, who are missing four defensive starters due to injury, have struggled to stop opponents on third
down all season, with New Orleans converting 12 of 14 opportunities.

Injuries catch up to
Panthers on defense
Down 4 starters, Carolina’s thinning ranks struggle to muzzle opponents
By Steve Reed
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Injuries are catching up with the
Carolina Panthers’ defense.
A unit that was young and thin to
begin with has regressed over the
last two weeks after making solid
strides during a three-game winning
streak when it limited opponents to
a combined 53 points.
Injuries are a big reason why.
Carolina recently lost two-time Pro
Bowl defensive tackle and team cocaptain Kawann Short to a seasonending shoulder injury. Defensive
end Yetur Gross-Matos (ankle) and
safety Juston Burris (ribs) have been
placed on short-term injured reserve.
Cornerback Rasul Douglas was added
to the COVID-19/reserve list and did
not play Sunday in Carolina’s 27-24
loss to the New Orleans Saints.
That’s four starters out — and top
cornerback Donte Jackson has been

in and out of the lineup with a toe injury.
On Sunday, the Saints
scored on five of their
first six drives and converted 12 of 14 thirddown
opportunities,
scoring touchdowns on
all three trips into the
red zone. They held 9minute edge in time of Thompson
possession and never
punted.
“They won versus man to man,”
Panthers coach Matt Rhule said. “In
the first half they were 6 of 6 on third
down and 3 of 3 in the red zone. So,
areas that we pride ourselves on.”
With the exception of a strip-sack
by Brian Burns, the Panthers couldn’t
slow down Drew Brees, even though
the veteran signal caller was without
top wide receivers Michael Thomas
and Emmanuel Sanders. He com-

pleted 29 of 36 passes for 287 yards
and two touchdowns, and the Saints
racked up 138 yards on the ground.
“We just have to be able to help our
offense out,” linebacker Shaq
Thompson said. “The offense played
great. Defense, we played good at
times, but their third down [conversions] killed us. If you don’t win on
third down, it’s going to be a long
game and that’s what happened.”
The Panthers (3-4) struggled in
bringing down Alvin Kamara, who
routinely broke through arm tackles.
“We have to tackle, run our feet,
wrap up and get him down,” Thompson said.
WHAT’S WORKING
D.J. Moore turned in his best game
of the season, hauling in four catches
for 93 yards and two touchdowns, including a 74-yard strike where he got
behind the defense. Moore now has
Please see INJURIES | 8A

1 mistake sinks Bridgewater’s homecoming
By Guerry Smith
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW ORLEANS — Teddy Bridgewater took a sack when
he could least afford to
late in the fourth
quarter against the
Saints.
It was about the only
mistake he made in his
return to New Orleans a
year after going 5-0 as
Bridgewater the Saints’ starter in
place of then-injured Drew Brees. It
also was the moment he and coach
Matt Rhule dwelled on after the Panthers’ 27-24 loss on Sunday.

Bridgewater completed 23 of 28
passes for 254 yards and two touchdowns, but his 8-yard loss on the
Panthers’ final offensive play forced
Joey Slye to attempt a 65-yard field
goal right after the 2-minute warning.
The kick was down the middle but
about a foot short.
“We had a perfect play call (before
the sack) and probably would have
scored a touchdown if we had gotten
it off,” Bridgewater said.
But the Saints “schemed up that
protection we had called well,”
Bridgewater added. “I really had nowhere to throw the ball. So, I tried to
step up and was going to throw it

away.”
He did not get the opportunity. Defensive end Marcus Davenport
wrapped him up to force a fourthand-19 from the Saints 47.
Coach Matt Rhule said he decided a
long field goal was the better of two
bad options, rather than leaving his
offense on the field.
Other than that, Bridgewater nearly
matched Brees play for play.
New Orleans did not punt and Carolina punted only once.
Bridgewater connected with a wideopen D.J. Moore for a 74-yard touchdown to cut Carolina’s deficit to
Please see SINGLE | 8A

Eastland will not be Charlotte FC headquarters.
The Oct. 26 Charlotte City Council
meeting revealed that the expected headquarters of Charlotte’s Major League Soccer franchise will not be on the former
shopping center site. However, it will be
headquarters for the club’s academy.
Community engagement for the former
Eastland Mall site began to increase in
2017, and ultimately became making a
recreation/sports an anchor component,
particularly with the arrival of Carolina
Panthers owner David Tepper, who purchased the team in 2018. He has since expanded his sports holdings to include
Charlotte FC, which will begin play at
Bank of America Stadium in 2022.
“2018 is also when Tepper arrived into
the city, and we started building that relationship with them around Charlotte,
not just the Eastland conversations, but
Charlotte as a whole,” Assistant City Manager and Economic Development Director Tracy Dodson said.
Dodson said the following components
emerged as what the community desired
the most for the site: soccer/sports fields,
a public plaza, residential space, green
spaces, retail and food and beverage.
They divided the site into the Village
Green, which is designed to be the core
of the site, the Get Outside component to
connect the site through green space, Reside, which represents residential, the
Daily for community services and Active
for the sport section.
Phase one of the site plan includes the
park, multifamily and single-family housPlease see EASTLAND | 8A

Charlotte FC
takes on rival
Atlanta in MLS
NEXT matches
By Ashley Mahoney
ashley.mahoney@thecharlottepost.com

Soccer returns to Bank of America Stadium this weekend.
Charlotte FC’s under-17 and U-15
academy teams continue the inaugural
MLS NEXT season against Atlanta United’s
academy sides on Oct. 31. Kickoff is set
for the U-17 match at noon, followed by
the U-15 side at 2:30 p.m. Gates open at
11 a.m. Matches will also be streamed on
Charlotte FC’s social media and their website.
“What an unbelievable opportunity for
our players,” Charlotte FC academy manager Dan Lock said in a statement. “We
are committed to developing top-quality
players and giving them the resources
they need to be successful on and off the
pitch. Hosting games at the stadium is
something only our academy can provide
to these young men. It’s going to be an
amazing feeling for them as they get to
run out of the tunnel onto the pitch.”
While the derby remains unnamed, it is
expected to be a contentious matchup
when the first team takes the pitch in
2022. Until then, academy players can
boast of breaking in the crest at Bank of
America Stadium and playing on Halloween does not hurt. While the match is
free and open to the public, seating capacity remains under 6,000 in accordance
Please see ACADEMIES | 8A

Charlotte 49ers get comfortable
with long-awaited home victory
By Ashley Mahoney
ashley.mahoney@thecharlottepost.com

It had been 336 days since Club Lit was
open at Jerry Richardson Stadium.
The Charlotte 49ers beat Texas-El Paso
38-28 Saturday in the latest home opener
in program history. It marked coach Will
Healy’s first time addressing the full team
in their newly refurbished locker room,
which turns into Club Lit following a win.
“A socially-distanced, mask on, very
tame Club Lit for anybody who would like
to ask,” Healy said.
Charlotte improved to 2-2 overall, 2-1
Conference USA, while the Miners
dropped to 3-3, 0-2. While the result went
in Charlotte’s favor, the performance was
inconsistent. The 49ers produced 329
yards of total offense (185 passing) to the

Miners’ 374 (204 passing).
“It wasn’t pretty, but I think any time
you’re able to win football games in this
league, it’s a big deal,” Healy said.
Charlotte takeaways proved key, with
junior linebacker Tyler Murray making an
early impact with one of the 49ers’ two
interceptions. Senior running back Aaron
McAllister’s 7-yard rush for a touchdown
put Charlotte up early, but the 49ers fell
flat. The Miners took a 14-7 lead, but
49ers quarterback Chris Reynolds found
Victor Tucker on a 22-yard touchdown
pass to tie the game just before halftime.
CHARLOTTE 49ERS ATHLETICS
Tucker attributed their response to demanding more of one another.
“Just continuing to hold each other ac- Charlotte 49ers linebacker Tyler Murray returns an interception in their 38-28 win
countable,” said Tucker, who finished against Texas El Paso last week. Charlotte, which has won two straight after opening
the season with a pair of losses, reached .500 with a 2-2 record, 2-1 in Conference
Please see CHARLOTTE | 8A

USA games.
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Injuries catch up to
Panthers’ defense
Continued from page 7A
exactly 93 yards receiving in each of
his last three games and is averaging
21.4 yards per reception during that
span.
WHAT NEEDS HELP
The Panthers desperately need Christian
McCaffrey back in the
lineup, but the 2019 AllPro running back is only
expected to play Thursday night against Atlanta
Rhule
if he’s deemed 100%
healthy. Otherwise, the
Panthers will give their franchise running back another 10 days to make
sure his high ankle sprain is completely healed. He’s missed five
games so far. Fill-in starter Mike Davis
was limited to 12 yards rushing and
24 yards receiving by the Saints.
STOCK UP
Burns. He’s quietly turning into one
of the better pass rushers in the
league, getting his third strip-sack of
the season. The problem for the Panthers is they aren’t getting much help
on the other side and he’s getting
double-teamed more often than not.
The Panthers are tied for last in the
league with six sacks.
STOCK DOWN
Teddy Bridgewater’s decision making. Bridgewater played a solid game
against the Saints up until taking a
sack on third down late in the fourth
quarter with Carolina trailing 27-24 —
a miscue that essentially moved the
Panthers outside of realistic field-goal
range. On fourth-and-19, the Panthers
attempted a 65-yard field goal which
Joey Slye barely missed.

Rhule called it a “fatal blow” to the
Panthers. “We can’t take a sack there
no matter who it is,” Rhule said.
“Whether it’s the offensive line, the receivers, whatever, we just can’t take a
sack. That’s the only thing that we
couldn’t have happen there was that.
Regardless of what happens, Teddy
can’t take that sack, the offensive line
can’t allow that sack, it just can’t
happen.”
INJURED
The Panthers appeared to make it
through Sunday’s game without any
more major injuries. The return of WR
Curtis Samuel was a big help, as he’s
become a big-time playmaker on third
downs. Samuel had six catches for 48
yards and also ran for a 5-yard touchdown. Samuel missed Carolina’s Week
6 loss to the Bears with a knee injury
and had been listed as questionable
for the Saints game, but showed good
mobility during the game.
“He does everything that we ask him
to do,” Bridgewater said.
KEY NUMBER
56.3 — Percentage of third-down
conversions allowed this season by
Carolina’s defense, which ranks 31st
in the league.
NEXT STEPS
The Panthers will look to get back on
track against a Falcons team that can’t
seem to hold a lead. Carolina won at
Atlanta three weeks ago 23-16 with
Bridgewater throwing for 313 yards
and two touchdowns, and Davis piling
up 149 yards from scrimmage. Davis’
past success against the Falcons
might be another reason for the team
to consider resting McCaffrey another
week.

Single error cost Bridgewater
Continued from page 7A
14-10 in the second quarter. He went
7 for 7 on the next drive, giving the
Panthers their only lead on a shovel
pass that Moore converted into a 7yard score.
Bridgewater hit all four of his passes
as the Panthers drove for a tying
touchdown with 8 seconds left in the
third quarter.
That was only Carolina’s fifth series.
Its next was its last as Brees and the
Saints kept sustaining long drives,
running 67 plays to the Panthers’ 43.
“We didn’t have many possessions,
so we just tried to maximize every
drive that we had,” Bridgewater said.
“We left a couple of plays out there
today, and if you do that against a
team like that, you get beat.”
Bridgewater earned his chance with
the Panthers because of his performance with the Saints. He was coolly efficient after Brees went down with a
thumb injury in the second week of
2019, completing 67.9% of his passes
with nine touchdowns and two interceptions.
Those were the first meaningful
games Brees missed in 14 years with
New Orleans, and the first significant
action for Bridgewater since he tore
his ACL and dislocated his kneecap
during training camp with Minnesota
in 2016.
Instead of collapsing, the Saints kept
winning until Brees returned, making

Bridgewater a fan favorite in New Orleans. He signed a three-year contract
with Carolina in March, and is on pace
for career highs in completion percentage and quarterback rating.
On one play in the second half,
Bridgewater scrambled out of bounds
on the Saints sideline and sat down
next to Brees and Saints reserve QB
Taysom Hill for a second, also exchanging seemingly friendly words
with coach Sean Payton.
“That was just so fitting of Teddy’s
personality,” Brees said. “He had to
run a long way to take that seat and
he knew exactly where we were sitting, right?
“Nothing but love for Teddy. He’s a
great quarterback. He’s an efficient
quarterback,” Brees continued. “Can’t
say enough about him.”
Bridgewater played down any emotional or sentimental component to
his return to the Superdome, putting
his immediate focus on getting the
Panthers (3-4) ready for a quick turnaround for Thursday’s home game
against Atlanta.
“To me, this was another game on
our schedule,” he said. “Of course
those guys hold a special place in my
life and heart, but when I’m going
against them, it’s a different approach. I just wanted to go out there
and get our team in the end zone as
many times as I could.”

Academies battle in MLS NEXT
Continued from page 7A
with North Carolina’s restrictions in
Phase 3 of reopening during COVID-19.
Stadium health and safety guidelines will
also be in place.
“This is going to be an amazing experience for our players to be able to play
on Charlotte FC’s home pitch and is indicative of the type of opportunities we
strive
to
provide
through
our
academy,” Charlotte FC technical director
Marc Nicholls said. “We know that the rivalry with Atlanta United will be important to our fans and I’m excited that our
academy players get the first chance to
get the rivalry started.”
Said Tepper Sports & Entertainment
President Tom Glick: “I’m thrilled our
academy players have this special opportunity to play at our stadium in front of
their family, friends, fans and supporters.
This region has a strong soccer history,
and over the last couple months our

academy has started developing some of
the best young talent in the Carolinas.
These games will give us the first taste of
MLS matches on our home pitch, and by
2022, you may see some of these
Academy players suit up with our first
team.”
Through Oct. 17, the U-17 side was
third in the Southeast, 2-1-1 with seven
points, scoring 16 goals and allowing
seven. Atlanta, which sits second also at
2-1-1 with seven points, have scored 17
goals and allowed six. Orlando, which
leads at 4-0, has allowed just two goals –
against Charlotte in a 3-2 victory on Oct.
10. The U-15 side is fifth in the Southeast
at 1-1, three points, scoring two goals and
allowing five. Both of Charlotte’s teams
are scheduled to play four games between Nov. 7-Dec. 12.
On the Net:
CharlotteFootballClub.com

Follow The Post on
Twitter… @thecharpost

and Instagram, too
thecharlottepost
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Spartans’ Price grateful
Continued from page 7A
practice squad roster. His job is to simulate what each week’s opponent may try
to do against the Lions. He is also eligible
to be signed to the active roster and see
game action, a route which former Spartan All-Americans Deon King and Lynden
Trail took in years past.
Price discusses his journey to the NFL
and what his life is like now.
Q: What have you learned in your first
month on the practice squad?
A: I’ve learned so much about the game.
The different type of situations, and practicing being in those type of situations.
Q: What is your typical day like during
practice?
A: It’s not too different from Norfolk
State. We have about 20 different periods
of practice. I play against the first-string
offense every day. I would say it’s just a
lot faster than college.
Q: Who are some of the players you are
looking to for guidance?
A: I look up to a lot of veteran defensive
backs like Jayron Kearse and Tracy
Walker. They are both bigger safeties like
myself, and they help me with learning
how to use my size to my advantage.
Also, Tony McRae – he went to North Carolina A&T – so we can relate to each other
a lot coming from an HBCU.
Q: What was the training camp experience like? How was it different than college camp?
A: Training camp was different because

of COVID. It was a lot shorter than it normally would be considering we didn’t
have preseason games. The days were
long, especially for rookies.
Q: What do you feel are your biggest
strengths right now?
A: I would say my biggest strength is
my speed. I feel I’m one of the fastest
players on the team and that could help
me get on the field to contribute on special teams.
Q: How hard was it making the team
being an undrafted free agent?
A: Hard was an understatement. With
everything being canceled due to COVID,
it came down to just having faith. It was
just a complete blessing that I got a
phone call.
Q: How has life changed for you since
you signed with the Lions?
A: I would say my life is a lot different
now that football is the job that puts a
roof over my head and food in my
family’s mouth. In school, there was a set
schedule that we followed. In the league,
you have to find a routine that works best
for you.
Q: How did NSU prepare you for the
next level?
A: The most important thing NSU taught
me was how to fight adversity. Coach (Latrell) Scott and the team have been
through a lot since he brought us in 2016.
We fell down many times, but we always
got back up. So, whatever comes my way,
I know I can get through it.

Charlotte 49ers get comfortable
with long-awaited home victory
Continued from page 7A
with six receptions for 86 yards and one
touchdown. “Even at the beginning of the
game, even though we were putting up
points, we knew that we weren’t playing
at the level and executing at the level that
we could be. We just had those hard conversations with each other saying, ‘come
on, we know what we can do as an offense. Let’s just put a couple drives together, and let’s go win this football
game.’”
It was a game of penalties with Charlotte’s 11 for 122 yards to the Miners’ five
penalties for 40 yards.
“I know we’re going to see plenty of
things on film tomorrow where we feel
like we can play a lot better than that,”
Healy said.
Key defensive plays came from cornerback Lance McMillan and defensive end
Tyriq Harris. McMillan had an interception and a fumble recovery in the third
quarter. The latter set up the drive where
Reynolds found Cam Dollar for a 10-yard
touchdown pass. Harris sacked Miners
quarterback Gavin Hardison for a loss of
10 yards in the fourth quarter. The stop
set up running back Micaleous Elder’s 13yard rush for a touchdown to put Charlotte up 31-14.
Healy has asked more of McMillan since
he was awarded a scholarship on Christmas day last year, and he has not dis-

appointed. McMillan recalled his entire
family joining them on Christmas day. It
struck him as odd, because that is not
how they typically spend Christmas.
They pulled up a computer, with Healy on
the screen, and McMillan knew he had
done enough to earn a scholarship.
“I wasn’t really surprised,” McMillan
said. “It was just a great feeling. I was surprised that it was happening that day. It
was just a great feeling. I just have to step
up, keep doing what I do, and keep balling.”
Said Healy: “Lance McMillan was a guy
on Christmas day who we called and
awarded a scholarship to. “He did everything the way we asked him to do it. He’s
an exceptional leader. He’s a really hard
worker, and when Lance plays confident,
he is exceptional. The one thing that I
wanted to see improvement [in from] last
year to this year is him being aggressive
and not being passive in certain situations—taking it to them and having
enough confidence in his preparation and
his fundamentals that he can go make
plays instead of just kind of catching.”
McMillan, who has been asked to play
corner as well as nickel this season, has
responded.
“I’ve always played secondary,” he said.
“I kind of like the nickel a little bit more—
you’re a little bit more involved – but I’m
cool either way.”

Eastland site for soccer academy
Continued from page 7A
ing, commercial and retail space, an
Atrium Health facility as well as the Charlotte FC component. Demolition would
begin winter 2020/21 and be scheduled
for completion in 2022. The initial proposal from TSE had Eastland as the MLS
headquarters, but the current proposal
has the site as the academy headquarters.
“This is where there is a slight change
in the proposal from this time last year,”
Dodson said. “What we had initially proposed was an MLS headquarters facility
and some community fields and potentially some academy [components]. Now
what we are looking at is the Charlotte FC
elite academy headquarters with training
and tournaments and camps there—potentially open practices during the season
for the MLS team.
“The community use of the field—we
still have that—[and] additional camps,
clinics, tournaments and festivals and
other events that will operated by Tepper
Sports. International club and national
team open practices there.”
Dodson said this model is superior to
siting the MLS headquarters because the
previous layout would result in land that
was not open to the public. Also, the intended square footage for the site and potential number of job opportunities
remains unchanged.
“This is all about bringing the community to the site,” Dodson said. “This is
about bringing people from all of the Carolinas that are in academy to this site. At
the end of the day, if we go back to those
community goals, it is something that is
more exciting as a generator for the east
side as well as this site.”
The city intends to use $10 million in
hospitality funds for the Tepper Sports
component on the Eastland site for fields,
facilities and infrastructure. Charlotte
would enter into a ground lease with
Tepper to build and operate the facilities.
Atrium Health would partner with a facility on site.
The original plan called for $110 million
in city hospitality funds, but how it was
to be used was never specified. For instance, would it all go to Eastland, or
would some go to Uptown? The 2019
terms also placed the MLS headquarters
in a 20,000 square foot facility for 15
years and funding would not be committed to Bank of America Stadium improvements until a long-term vision for
that area was established. Also, a timeline
had not been set for those projects. The
updated proposal was reduced to $35

million in hospitality funds, distributed
between Eastland and Uptown at $10 million and $25 million respectively. Non-relocation for nine years at Bank of America
Stadium and 10 years at Eastland for the
academy is also included. The Eastland
facility will be approximately 10,00015,000 square feet and employ 20-25 full
time and 30-40 part-time. Tepper Sports
must commit to 100 days of annual programing at Eastland, excluding community play, and a plan for the Uptown
District must be completed in 2021-22.
Charlotte city council District 7 representative Ed Driggs questioned what
these plans mean with regards to football,
as the Panthers are in the process of
building new headquarters in Rock Hill.
“This is strictly about our investment in
Charlotte—David Tepper and Nicole
Tepper’s continued investment in this region and our fans here and the city of
Charlotte and Eastland,” Panthers Vice
President and Chief Operating Officer
Mark Hart said. “The Panthers are obviously an important subject matter,
which we talked about when we met with
all of you, but this is about creating the
best MLS team, the best fan base. With respect to Bank of America [Stadium], as
you know we have to transform that
building, which is a great building for
football. We have to transform that building a little bit for soccer, which is what
this investment is designed to do. With
respect to the old agreements we had preCOVID-19, as you COVID-19 has had a toll
on all of us. It has certainly had a great
toll on the city, but to a great extent it has
had a toll on professional sports. A lot of
the changes that you see here, specifically
with respect to tethers with the Panthers,
a lot of that is just not appropriate at this
time.”
Eastland falls within one of the city’s six
Corridors of Opportunity, a $24.5 million
program the city announced in September.
“Ever since 2003, the vision for this site
has been relatively the same, which is a
mixed use development,” Dodson said.
“You purchased the property in 2012, so
you have almost owned it for a decade,
but where things really changed was in
2017, and in 2018 when you selected the
development partner of Crosland Southeast.”
Council approved rezoning the property in January as well as $2.87 million on
Oct. 12 to buy the adjacent Wilora Lake
property, which is on the Tepper Sports
side of the Eastland site.

