
Black women entrepreneurs can pitch their busi-
ness ideas for investment. 

Black Women’s Roundtable, part of the National 
Coalition On Black Civic Participation, is sponsoring 
the Take It To the Top Entrepreneur Challenge for an 
opportunity to earn up to $25,000 for winning ideas. 
October is National Women’s Small Business Month.  

BWR will provide tools, resources and on-demand 
education to enable participants to pursue their en-
trepreneurial dreams. The program is a collaboration 
with The Coca-Cola Company, Verizon and Black En-
terprise along with media partners Essence and #Ro-
landMartinUnfilitered.   

Black women are the largest and fastest growing 
segments of entrepreneurs in the country.  Accord-
ing to the American Express Women Owned Business 
Report 2019, Black women owned businesses grew 
at a rate of 12% compared to 8% between 2014-2019.  
But there are challenges.  Black women-owned busi-
nesses generated an average of $27,700 in revenue 
compared to those owned by white women, which 
earned $143,100 per firm.  The disparity is attrib-
uted to less access to capital, lack of educational re-
sources and mentors. 

The BWR Challenge has three categories: Girlpre-
neur (ages 16 to 17), Collegiate, and Community. 
Registrants can get support to launch a business, win 
the monetary prize and a chance to be featured on 
Blackenterprise.com.  

Participants from 10 states, including North Caro-
lina are eligible to register at www.blackwomens-
roundtable.org/#our-2020-programs. The challenge 
begins Oct. 1 and ends Oct. 30. Winners will be an-
nounced on Nov. 28, Small Business Saturday.  

The coronavirus pan-
demic has resulted in thou-
sands of families skipping 
or delaying well-child visits 
to pediatricians, where 
many children would have 
been tested for lead poi-
soning or received vaccina-
tions. 

A survey of pediatric of-
fices across North Carolina 
taken near the beginning of 
the pandemic found that 
85 percent reported a pa-
tient decrease of 40 per-
cent or more, said 
Elizabeth Hudgins, ex-
ecutive director of the 
North Carolina Pediatric 
Society. 

“What we’re hearing an-
ecdotally is that that is 

Johnson C. Smith University is doing its part to 
protect Historic West End from COVID-19. 

The school partnered with Atrium Health and the 
Carolina Panthers in the Million Mask Initiative Sept. 
26 on the JCSU campus. Local government officials, 
JCSU and Panthers representatives distributed over 
20,000 masks. As of Sept. 25, the public-private part-
nership distributed 1.4 million masks and the goal 
is to distribute over 2 million to help prevent the 
spread of the coronavirus.  

“Wearing a mask saves lives,” Charlotte Mayor Vi 
Lyles said. “Wearing a mask means that you really 
care about your citizens, your residents, your neigh-
bors, your own family…I want to thank Johnson C. 
Smith. We often talk about the westside, but I have 
to always say that the westside is anchored by our 
own HBCU, Johnson C. Smith University. That has a 
great meaning. There’s a lot of history and heritage 
on this campus that we need to always acknowl-
edge.”  

JCSU’s fall semester began on Sept. 8 with remote 
instruction, but officials hope to bring students back 
to campus for the spring. JCSU, like schools across 
the country, transitioned to remote instruction last 
spring. The school canceled commencement exer-
cises, which were rescheduled to take place next 
month during their homecoming celebration, but 
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Grant program helps 
Black-owned eateries

Four Black-owned Charlotte res-
taurants won $25,000 each from 
Discover’s Eat it Forward program.  

Leah & Louise, 22 Street Kitchen, 
Hot Box Next Level Kitchen and 
Cuzzo’s Cuisine Food Truck rep-
resent four of Discover’s 200 
awards to Black-owned restau-
rants across the country. Restau-
rants have been hit hard by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and Black-
owned businesses are struggling 
to access funding to stay open as 
the disease economically and 
physically disproportionally im-
pacts the Black community.  

“COVID-19 has wreaked havoc 
on businesses across the United 
States, and we want to help effect 

positive change by offering finan-
cial support to Black-owned res-
taurants, a segment of the 
economy that has been dispropor-
tionately impacted during this 
pandemic,” Discover Executive 
Vice President and President of 
U.S. Cards Julie Loeger said in a 
statement. “Through this cam-
paign, people across the country 
can support their favorite Black-
owned restaurants. By sharing the 
names of these establishments on 
social media, it not only helps pro-
mote these businesses, but it also 
nominates them for a chance to 
receive $25,000.”  

Eat it Forward runs through Oct. 
31. Discover committed to giving 
$5 million to Black-owned restau-
rants, which are nominated 
through social media. To make a 

CUZZO’S CUISINE

Cuzzo's Cuisine is one of four Charlotte restaurants to earn $25,000 prizes from Discover's Eat it Forward initiative.

Testing for lead in kids hit by pandemic
picking up, but, you know, 
it would have to be 
through the roof to make 
up for all the lost ground,” 
Hudgins said. 

Figures from the state 
Department of Health and 
Human Services bear that 
out. 

In April, the number of 
lead screenings in North 
Carolina had declined 52 
percent from the previous 
year, DHHS spokeswoman 
Sarah Lewis Peel said in an 
email. Peel said the decline 
has since been reduced to 
24 percent. 

Children in North Caro-
lina whose parents are on 
Medicaid are required to be 
tested for lead at 12 and 24 
months of age. The Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention and North Car-

nomination on Twitter, tweet and 
mention the restaurant’s name 
and include @Discover, #EatItFor-
ward and #Sweepstakes. On Face-
book, tag the restaurant in the 
comments of a Discover post ask-
ing for nominations for Eat it For-
ward. Instagram nominations 
consist of a photo posted by the 
user about the restaurant. Include 
#EatItForward, #Sweepstakes, tag-
ging @Discover and the restaurant 
in your post. Make sure to @ both 
Discover and the restaurant in the 
caption as well. If the restaurant 
does not have an Instagram, you 
must still include its name in the 
caption.  

Weekly drawings will conclude 
in November.  

Leah & Louise is a modern juke 

Mask giveaway 
outreach in the 
Historic West 
End community

By Ashley Mahoney 
ashley.mahoney@thecharlottepost.com

Fuel-efficient Toyota Prius hybrid upgrades looks and design 

Toyota pretty much in-
vented the hybrid cate-
gory. The first Prius 
puttered around the high-
way almost two decades 
ago and caught the eye of 
those looking to save fuel 
and have a smaller foot-
print on the ecology.  

It’s still kind of an odd 
duck in terms of looks, but 
has come a long way in 
comfort and even style. 
The latest is the Prius 
Prime, a plug-in that ex-
tends already wonderful 

gas mileage. 
The Prius Prime is part of 

the fourth generation Prius 
that debuted in 2016. The 
Prime comes in XLE, LE and 
Limited trims. My test car 
was the top dog Limited, 
which has the most stan-
dard equipment. The Prime 
also has a reconfigured 
rear seat that now seats 
three instead of two. Also, 
the Prime can now go 25 
miles on a charge, enough 
to get you around most 
urban settings without 
using gas. 

The Prius Prime’s looks 
are not bad. Hybrids that 

do not have a regular gaso-
line counterpart generally 
look like a wedge. It must 
be the most fuel-efficient 
shape. The Prime is now a 
sleek wedge with a grille 
that isn’t honking big. 

The interior is a really 
stylish place. All of the 
dash is concentrated 
around the tablet shaped 
touch screen that’s 
mounted vertically. It’s a 
crisp, HD-like experience 
that has a cool graphic 
once switched one. There 
is lots of information dis-
played and you can tailor 
that info to your taste. 

The steering wheel is 
leather-wrapped and 
heated. The front seats are 
comfortable and spacious. 
The rear seat is no longer 
coupe-like. Three can sit in 
relative comfort but there 
isn’t a lot of storage space 
behind that seats. It’s com-
fortable in the rear, but 
headroom is a bit limited. 

The Prime is powered by 
a 1.8-liter gasoline engine 
and a permanent magnet 
AC synchronized motor 
with a combined output of 
121 horsepower. It’s cou-
pled to a continuously vari-

Please see TESTING| 3B

TOYOTA

The 2020 Toyota Prius Prime hybrid.

Please see MASK |2B

olina recommend that all 
children be tested at those 
ages. 

A child who tests positive 
for excessive lead levels — 
above the reference value 

of 5 micrograms per deci-
liter — faces a risk of ad-
verse and irreversible brain 
development, lower IQ and 
damage to the kidneys and 

Initiative rewards 
women for best 
business idea pitch

By Winfred Cross 
SPECIAL TO THE POST

Please see FUEL-EFFICIENT| 3B

«RIDES

STAFF SGT. ERIC SUMMERS | U.S. AIR FORCE

Taking a blood lead sample from children often requires 
only a fingerstick to collect several large drops of blood.

By Herbert L. White 
herb.white@thecharlottepost.com

Please see BLACK-OWNED |2B

By Greg Barnes 
NORTH CAROLINA HEALTH NEWS 

Four Charlotte restaurants earn $25,000 gifts from Discover

By Ashley Mahoney 
ashley.mahoney@thecharlottepost.com
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joint based at Camp North End. The 
concept from James Beard-nominated 
Chef Greg Collier and his wife and 
business partner Subrina Collier was 
set to open in March. Then the pan-
demic hit, forcing them to shift their 
business model and menu for to-go 
style eating. They added a lunch 
menu the first month and family-style 
supper as well as opening the dining 
room in June.  

They offer both indoor and patio 
seating which has helped them face 
the challenge of operating at a re-
duced seating capacity. However, as 
the weather gets colder, not as many 
people will want to sit outside, which 
necessitates adding heaters. 

“It’s getting cold, and we had the 
benefit of people sitting outside,” 
Greg said. “Now we can add heaters so 
we can make sure that people can be 
comfortable in the wintertime out-
side.” 

The Colliers participated in Demo-
cratic presidential contender Joe 
Biden’s Black Economic Summit at 
Camp North End on Sept. 23. Subrina 
asked Biden about what relief he 
would provide for restaurants and 
other small business owners. She 
pointed to the struggle minority busi-
ness owners have faced in accessing 
national aid throughout the pan-
demic, as well as being forced to re-
duce staff and hours.  

“Outside of getting to meet Vice 
President Biden and how wonderful 
that was, we needed an answer, be-
cause a lot of us in the restaurant 
community right now, we’re hanging 
on by a thread,” she said at the sum-
mit.  

The Colliers are also planning an 
outing for their staff to thank them for 
their work during the pandemic.  

“We haven’t been able to do any-
thing for them,” Greg said. “They just 
come to work, work as hard as they 
can. Some of them had to take pay 
cuts, hour changes and most of our 
employees are still here. We want to 
do something nice—an outing—a day 
to just kind of go and enjoy them-
selves, not worry about work, not 
worry about bills.”  

The Colliers also intend to add a 
walk-in order station before No-
vember to serve lunch. 

“There are so many things that this 
money is going to allow us to do, that 
we had been planning to do, but 
COVID-19 slowed those plans down,” 

Black-owned eateries
Greg said.  

Cuzzo’s Cuisine is known for its lob-
ster mac and cheese and classic and 
gourmet Southern style. Co-owners 
and cousins Andarrio and Anglee 
Johnson bring their Low Country 
South Carolina upbringing to their 
style as chef and front of the house, 
respectively. Since April they have 
provided free lunch to children ages 
12 and under, feeding over 500 chil-
dren.  

Creole fusion food truck 22 Street 
Kitchen launched in February. Owner 
Felicia Reese saw a loss of business 
during the beginning of the pan-
demic, as Uptown’s corporate scene 
dwindled, so did the lunchtime draw.  

“We lost a lot of business going to 
corporations and downtown and fes-
tivals and things like that, but we 
gained some business by going to 
apartment complexes and neighbor-
hoods,” Reese said. “As restrictions 
have eased up, we’re now going to 
breweries and other companies that 
are looking to celebrate their employ-
ees who are going to work [in-per-
son].”  

22 Street Kitchen also faced supply 
challenges from products not being 
available to an increase in prices. 
Funding from Eat it Forward will allow 
them to expand to a delivery opera-
tion, as well as providing employees 
who have been with them throughout 
the pandemic a paid vacation.  

“We’re going to now offer delivery 
for some of the corporations that are 
running second and third shifts,” 
Reese said.  

Michael Bowling opened 
Hot Box Next Level 
Kitchen inside 
Southern Strain 
Brewing in 2019. 
He saw fellow chef 
and friend Russell 
Jackson, who owns 
Reverence in New 
York City, about Eat it 
Forward, but didn’t look deeper into 
it beyond seeing in on Jackson’s social 
media. Black Food Folks co-founder 
Clay Williams, an advocacy group for 
Black culinary professionals, reached 
out to Bowling about nominating Hot 
Box. They met through the James 
Beard Foundation, during Soul Food 
Sessions, which Bowling and the Col-
liers are co-founders along with fellow 
Charlotte chefs Jamie Turner, who 
creates deserts for Hot Box, as well as 
Jamie Barnes and Gregory Williams.  

Continued from page 1B

that too was canceled.  
“We’re looking forward 

to hopefully bringing our 
students back in the 
spring,” JCSU President 
Clarence Armbrister said. 
“One of the reasons that 
we made the decision [for 
a remote semester] was the 
level of contagion in the 
area. We all know that 
simply wearing this mask 
can bring down the con-
tagion levels. I’m so proud 
to be a citizen of North 
Carolina. The leadership of 
our governor and our local 
leaders, Gibbie Harris 
[Mecklenburg County’s 
public health director] and 
[County Manager] Dena Di-
orio have been leading this 
fight to make sure that we 
get these masks out. This 
event is going to help re-
duce the contagion, so that 
we hopefully can bring our 
students back. I really do 
miss them, and I said as 
much to them as we had 
our opening convocation 
this past week, that we are 
really doing everything we 
can [to bring them back], 
and efforts like this will 
help us get to that much 
sooner.”  

The Beatties Ford Road 
corridor, where JCSU is lo-
cated, will look different 
when students return. The 
city announced the area as 

Mask giveaway outreach 
one of six Corridors of Op-
portunity, a program to ad-
dress gaps in 
infrastructure, workforce, 
transportation, housing 
and code enforcement, 
business development, 
public safety and urban de-
sign.  

The city invested $24.5 
million in Beatties Ford 
Road, Central Avenue/Al-
bemarle, Freedom 
Drive/Wilkinson Boule-
vard, Graham Street/North 
Tryon Street, Sugar Creek 
Road/Interstate 85, as well 
as West Boulevard. City 
Council District 2 repre-
sentative Malcolm Graham 
outlined projects that he 
said will be completed or 
breaking ground by year’s 
end.  

Five Points, where 
Beatties Ford Road, Fifth 
Street, West Trade Street,  
State Street and Rozzelles 
Ferry Road meet, will in-
clude a pedestrian-friendly 
area with an amphitheater.  

The West Trade Street 
and Interstate 77 under-
pass, which leads from Up-
town to West End, will 
include widened sidewalk 
and pedestrian-friendly ac-
cess. The Gold Line street-
car is scheduled for test 
runs by December. A sec-
ond Mosaic Village is 
scheduled to break 
ground.  

Other projects include 
the intersection of Lasalle 
Street and Beatties Ford 
Road across from the JCSU 
campus. A retail space be-
hind Mechanics & Farmers 
Bank is in the works. CGE 
Venture Group’s mixed use 
building for dining and re-
tail at 1101 Beatties Ford 
Road. There’s also the 
planned revitalization of 
the historic Excelsior Club 
in Washington Heights.  

“Johnson C. Smith is key 
to anything that we’re 
going to do along the cor-
ridor,” Graham said. “What 
we’re doing here on the 
campus demonstrates 
their commitment to com-
munity involvement, com-
munity engagement and 
understanding the role 
that they play in getting 
that word out.”  

Said Armbrister: “We’re 
really excited to take ad-
vantage of the devel-
opment, and there are 
hundreds of folks here lo-
cally, businessmen and 
women up and down our 
corridor where invest-
ments are being made. Our 
students are going to come 
back to a much different 
and changing and evolving 
corridor.”  

On the Net:  
https://atriumhealth.org

/ a b o u t -
us/coronavirus/masks  

Continued from page 1B

On The Net
www.Discover.com/EatIt-

Forward  
www.leahandlouise.com  
https://cuzzoscuisine.com 

www.hotboxnc.com  
www.22streetkitchen.com

ASHLEY MAHONEY | THE CHARLOTTE POST

Johnson C. Smith University, Atrium Health and the Carolina Panthers collaborated to distribute more 
than 20,000 masks Saturday at the JCSU campus.
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able transmission. That’s 
not a lot of power and 
under hard acceleration the 
engine can be loud, but it 
gets the job done. Once 
you get used to the vehicle 
and learn its limitations 
you can get through traffic 
without a lot of drama. 
Once you are at speed the 
Prime feels relatively nor-
mal. 

What’s not normal is the 
gas mileage which is what 
the Prime is all about. Total 
range for the Prime with a 
fully charged battery and a 
full tank of gas is 633 
miles. It gets 54 miles per 

Fuel-efficient Toyota Prius
gallon combined driving.  

You can achieve this 
range in comfort. The 
Prime’s suspension is built 
to offer more comfort than 
handling but that’s OK. The 
ride can get choppy on 
rough surfaces but mostly 
it’s a pleasant ride. Like 
most hybrids, braking can 
be an odd thing. These 
brakes are strong and tend 
to grab until you adjust to 
the pedal effort. 

Steering is good if not a 
little numb.  

Overall, the Prius is still 
one of the best hybrids you 
can purchase. The extra 
added advantage of getting 

extra range though an elec-
tric-only drive mode makes 
this even better. 

The Prius Prime starts at 
$33,800. It includes Apple 
car play, auto climate con-
trol, JBL audio system with 
Navigation, blindspot mon-
itoring, color head-up dis-
play, Toyota safety sense, 
quad LED headlights with 
auto on-off, heated outside 
mirrors, power heated 
driver’s and passenger’s 
seat, back-up camera, wire-
less smartphone charging, 
11.6-inch touch screen, 
ABS, power package and 24 
hour roadside assistance. 

 

Continued from page 1B
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nervous system. High 
levels could lead to sei-
zures, unconsciousness 
and death, according to the 
Mayo Clinic. Researchers 
say no lead in the human 
body is safe. 

No outward signs 
Young children with high 

lead levels typically don’t 
exhibit early signs to their 
parents. That’s one reason 
that skipping a pediatric 
visit where a lead test 
would have been con-
ducted has serious ramifi-
cations, said Jennifer 
Hoponick Redmon,  a sen-
ior environmental health 
scientist and chemical risk 
assessment specialist with 
RTI International in Re-
search Triangle Park. 

When a child is found to 
have a high lead level, it 
triggers a government in-
vestigation to determine 
and eliminate the source 
and stop additional expo-
sure, Redmon said. 

“What typically happens 
is [public health officials] 
go in and then they look 
for lead paint. They will 
look for lead in water… 
They’ll look for lead in 
dust, spices, toys and soil. 
They’ll  basically do a 
housing inspection, a yard 
inspection,” Redmon said. 
If the child is enrolled in a 
child care center, she said, 
they will inspect that, too. 

Primary sources of lead 
poisoning include paint 
and tap water, particularly 
in older homes. Redmon 
said it’s uncommon for 
drinking water to be con-
taminated with lead at a 
municipal source or in a 
private well. 

Historically, she said, 
lead exposure comes from 
a home’s paint, household 
dust, or contaminated soil 
in the yard. Lead was 
banned in paint for res-
idential use in 1978 and 
phased out in gasoline by 
1995. 

Another key source of 
lead in households is 
plumbing, faucets and fix-
tures, especially in homes 
built before 1986. That’s 
when Congress amended 
the Safe Drinking Water 

Testing for lead in NC 
kids hit by pandemic

Act, reducing the allowable 
amount of lead in pipes, 
solder and flux. 

Other sources of lead 
Dr. David Hill is a pedia-

trician at Goldsboro Pedia-
trics. He is also an author 
and a recognized authority 
on childhood health and 
development. 

Hill said lead poisoning 
doesn’t always stem from 
old paint or contaminated 
tap water. It can come from 
the hands or clothes of a 
parent who works in an in-
dustry where lead is prev-
alent. It can come from old 
toys or from long-ago uses 
of lead in someone’s back-
yard, because microscopic 
residue of the metal can 
persist in the soil. Even 
jewelry and cosmetics can 
contain lead, he said. 

“The reason that young 
children are so susceptible 
is that they tend to spend a 
lot of time on the ground 
putting things in their 
mouths,” Hill said. “So if 
you’re down there where 
the paint chips and the 
dust are and you tend to 
put a lot of things in your 
mouth, you’re much more 
susceptible to lead poison-
ing.” 

The CDC estimates that 
500,000 children between 
the ages of 1 and 5 have 
lead in their systems above 
the reference value of 5 mi-
crograms per deciliter, the 
level the CDC recommends 
that public health actions 
be initiated. An even lower 
reference dose is being 
contemplated. 

In times past, medical re-
searchers tolerated much 
higher lead levels in chil-
dren before becoming 
alarmed. But toxicological 
research showed that even 
minute levels of blood lead 
can lead to long term prob-
lems. 

Two years ago in North 
Carolina, 548 children ages 
1 and 2 were found to have 
lead levels above 5 micro-
grams per deciliter. Of 
those, 147 had levels 
above 10 micrograms per 
deciliter, according to the 
state Department of Health 
and Human Services. 

“Families with financial 

needs sometimes are more 
exposed to older housing 
or live in neighborhoods 
that were previously in-
dustrial facilities,” Hill 
said. “However, absolutely 
any child can be acciden-
tally exposed to lead from 
surprising sources. So it’s 
important to know that the 
only way to really reassure 
yourself that your child is 
safe is to get that rec-
ommended screening at 
age 1 and 2.” 

Continued from page 1B
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To Place An Ad: 
Call 704-376-0496

Classified Deadline: Monday at noon, prior to Thursday’s edition

AARP AUTO INSURANCE 
FROM THE HARTFORD

TO SPEAK WITH AN AGENT AND REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE CALL THE HARTFORD TO SEE 

HOW MUCH YOU COULD SAVE:

1-855-664-2305

HELP WANTED
Ettain group, Inc. LLC located in Charlotte, NC has 
multiple openings for IT professionals to serve clients 
in area & throughout US. Skill sets needed: .Net 
Developers J0-010, JAVA/J2EE JO-020, Business 
Intelligence Specialists JO-030, Oracle 
developers/DBA JO-040, Quality Assurance JO-050, 
SQL Server developers/DBA JO-060, Big Data JO-070, 
Business Analysts JO-080, Middleware Applications 
Developer JO-090, Teradata Developers JO-100, 
Mainframe Developers JO-110, Sybase 
Developers/DBA JO-120, Android Developers JO-130, 
Captiva JO-140, SalesForce JO-150, Python JO-160, 
Hadoop JO-170, Database Designer JO-190, C/Pro*C 
Programmer JO-200, Data Warehousing Specialists 
JO-210, Network/Systems Admin. JO-220, Systems 
Engineers/Architects JO-230, Dev Ops Engineer JO-40, 
Tibco Developers JO-250, IOS Developers (Mobile 
Application Developers) JO-260, Javascript 
Developers (Web/UI Developers JO-270, UI/UX 
Developers JO-280. All positions require a B.S. in 
related field. Some require M.S. All positions require 
relevant experience. Sr. level positions are also 
available. Must be willing to travel and/or relocate 
and have authority to work permanently in the US. 
Refer to specific JO#. Send resumes to: 
psanders@ettaingroup.com.

LEGAL NOTICES

AUTO INSURANCE

Online Auction, Metal Working Equipment, Tools & 
Forklift, Begins Closing: 10/13 at 2pm, Property at 1920 
Sullivan St., Greensboro, NC. 27405, Visit our website 
for Details, Inspections & To Bid, 
ironhorseauction.com, 800.997.2248, NCAL 3936 
 
Online Only Auction, Farm Equipment, Camper, 
Vehicles, Car Haulers, Trailers, Tools and Much More, 
Begins Closing 10/14/2020 at 2pm, Check our website 
for Inspection times and days, ironhorseauction.com, 
800.997.2248, NCAL 3936 
 
LOW CROP PRICES HURTING FARM INCOME? Lease 
hunting rights and get paid. Strong hunter demand. 
Call the Pros today 1-866-309-1507. 
www.BaseCampLeasing.com. Promo Code: 359

AUCTIONS
 

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE 
MECKLENBURG COUNTY 

19 SP 3464 
 

Under and by virtue of the power of sale contained in that certain deed of 
trust executed by ROAR INVESTMENTS, LLC to AMANDA BUYRN 
Trustee for FANG HE, recorded in Book 8334, Page 13, Durham County 
Registry and as modified in Book 33345, Page 570, MECKLENBURG County 
Registry; default having been made in payment of the indebtedness thereby 
secured; and the necessary findings to permit foreclosure having been made by 
the Clerk of Superior Court of MECKLENBURG County, North Carolina; the 
undersigned Substitute Trustee will offer for sale at public auction to the 
highest bidder for cash, the property conveyed in said deed of trust, the same 
lying and being in the County of MECKLENBURG and State of North 
Carolina, and more particularly described as follows: 

 
BEING all of Lot 2, Block 5 a portion of Northwood Estate Subdivision, as 
shown on a plat recorded in Plat Book 11, Page 295, Mecklenburg County 
Registry. 
 
Which has the following street address: 3231 Clearview Drive, Charlotte, 
NC 28216 
 
Tax Id # 03912433 

 
PROPERTY ADDRESS/LOCATION: 3231 Clearview Drive, Charlotte  
NC 28216 
DATE OF SALE: October 14, 2020 
TIME OF SALE: 1:30 P.M. 
LOCATION OF SALE: MECKLENBURG County Courthouse 
RECORD OWNER(S): Roar Investments, LLC and Bonafide Enterprises 
LLC 
 
TERMS OF THE SALE: 

(1) This sale will be made subject to: (a) all prior liens, encumbrances, 
easements, right-of-ways, restrictive covenants or other restrictions of record 
affecting the property; (b) property taxes and assessments for the year in which 
the sale occurs, as well as any prior years; (c) federal tax liens with respect to 
which proper notice was not given to the Internal Revenue Service; (d) federal 
tax liens to which proper notice was given to the Internal Revenue Service and 
to which the right of redemption applies; and (e) the right of payoff or 
reinstatement of the loan as permitted by law. 

(2) The property is being sold "as is".  Neither the beneficiary of the deed 
of trust, nor the undersigned Substitute Trustee, makes any warranties or 
representations concerning the property, including but not limited to, the 
physical or environmental condition of the property.  Further, the undersigned 
Substitute Trustee makes no title warranties with respect to the title to the 
property. 

(3) The highest bidder will be responsible for the payment of revenue 
stamps payable to the Register of Deeds and any final court and/or auditing fees 
payable to the Clerk of Superior Court which are assessed on the high bid 
resulting from this foreclosure sale. 

(4) At the time of the sale, the highest bidder will be required to make a cash 
deposit of five percent (5%) of the bid, or $750.00, whichever is greater, with 
the remaining balance of the bid amount to be paid on the day following the 
expiration of the applicable ten (10) day upset bid period. 

(5) Any person who occupies the property pursuant to a rental agreement 
entered into or renewed on or after October 1, 2007, may after receiving this 
Notice of Foreclosure Sale, terminate the rental agreement by providing written 
notice of termination to the landlord, to be effective on a date stated in the 
notice that is at least 10 days, but no more than 90 days, after the sale date 
contained in this Notice of Foreclosure Sale, provided that the mortgagor has 
not cured the default at the time the tenant provides the notice of termination.  
Upon termination of a rental agreement, the tenant is liable for rent due under 
the rental agreement prorated to the effective date of the termination. 

(6) An order for possession of the property being sold may be issued 
pursuant to N.C.G.S. §45-21.29 in favor of the purchaser and against the party 
or parties in possession, by the Clerk of Superior Court of the county in which 
the property is sold. 

(7)  If the sale is set aside for any reason, or if the Trustee is unable to 
convey title to the property being foreclosed for any reason, the purchaser at the 
sale shall be entitled only to return of the deposit paid. The purchaser shall have 
no further recourse against the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee, the Mortgagee’s 
attorney, or the Substitute Trustee. 
 

Date: February 24, 2020 
 

SMITH DEBNAM NARRON DRAKE 
SAINTSING & MYERS, L.L.P. 

 
 
Jeff D. Rogers, Substitute Trustee 
PO Box 176010 
Raleigh, NC 27619-6010 
(919) 250-2000 
Fax:  (919) 250-2211 

 
This communication is from a debt collector.  The purpose of this 
communication is to collect a debt.  This is an attempt to collect a debt, and any 
information obtained will be used for that purpose.

INVITATION FOR BIDS 
 
Mecklenburg County Asset and Facility Management 
will receive sealed bids for Lower Little Sugar Creek 
Greenway and Stream Rehabilitation Project until 1:50 
PM, November 12, 2020. At 2:00PM bids will be 
opened at the Park and Recreation Administration 
Office Building located at 5841 Brookshire Blvd., 
Charlotte NC 28216.  Bid, performance, and payment 
& material bonds are required. NC law and 
applicable regulations of various licensing boards will 
be observed.  Scope of work includes 3 miles of 
greenway (including boardwalks, walls, bridges) and 
2.5 miles of stream restoration. 
 
Electronic plans and specifications can be obtained 
from Tori Golaszewski at tori.golaszewski@kimley-
horn.com. Mecklenburg County reserves the right to 
waive technicalities and to reject any or all proposals. 
This information will be made available in an 
alternative format for persons with disabilities by 
calling 704-575-4947. 

HEALTH SERVICES
ATTENTION DIABETICS!  Save money on your diabetic 
supplies!  Convenient home shipping for monitors, test 
strips, insulin pumps, catheters and more!  To learn 
more, call now!  855-667-9944 
 
DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award. NO obligation, NO risk! 
We've recovered millions. Let us help you!! Call 24/7, 
844-641-0129 

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers 
and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance 
policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this 
insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 
1-888-799-4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; 
PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; 
TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

Call today for all the details. 

844-496-8601

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help cover the 
services you’re most likely to use –

Dental Insurance

Fillings Crowns DenturesX-raysCleanings

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

dental50plus.com/ncpress

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but
save more with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum

INTERNET
High-Speed Internet. We instantly compare speed, 
pricing, availability to find the best service for your 
needs. Starting at $39.99/month! Quickly compare 
offers from top providers. Call 1-866-925-1505

ORDER NOW! 1.855.247.9392 ask for 64185ZKX

www.OmahaSteaks.com/meals265

*Savings shown over aggregated single 
item base price. Standard S&H applies. 
©2020 Omaha Steaks, Inc. Exp. 10/31/20

4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons

8 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops

4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 lb. pkg.)

4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers

8 (3 oz.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks

4 (3.8 oz.) Individual Scalloped Potatoes

4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets

Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet

$296.87* separately

$12999GET THE OMAHA STEAKS CLASSIC
INTRODUCTORY PRICE:

PLUS YOURS FREE 
4 more Burgers & 4 more Chicken Breasts

MISCELLANEOUS

AS SEEN ON

TV®

Saving a Life from a potential catastrophe
EVERY 10 MINUTES

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-844-902-2362

but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.®

MISCELLANEOUS

Applying for Social Security Disability or 
Appealing a Denied Claim?   

 
Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social Security Disability 

Attorneys, 1-888-989-4947! FREE Consultations. Local 
Attorneys Nationwide  

 
[Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward 

Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Donate your car, truck or van. Help veterans find jobs 
or start a business. Call Patriotic Hearts Foundation. 
Fast, FREE pick-up. Max tax-deduction. Operators are 
standing by! Call 1-866-955-1516 
 
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  EASY, ONE DAY updates!  
We specialize in safe bathing.  Grab bars, no slip 
flooring & seated showers.  Call for a free in-home 
consultation:  877-898-3840

City of Monroe 
Concrete Finisher 

Apply online: www.monroenc.org



The Harvey B. Gantt Center for African 
American Arts + Culture will welcome 
visitors back on Oct. 1.  

Like cultural institutions across the 
world, the Gantt has been closed due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic since the 
spring. It will reopen with modified 
hours: 12-6 p.m. on Thursdays, Fridays 
and Sundays and 10 a.m.-6 p.m. on Sat-
urdays. However, the Gantt will operate 
on extended hours from 12-8 p.m. on 
Oct. 2, Nov. 6 and Dec. 4. They intend 
to operate with fewer than 100 people 
in the building. 

In addition to altered hours, the Gantt 
is implementing numerous safety pre-
cautions. Visitors will be required to 
wear a mask. Hand sanitizing stations 
have been installed throughout the 
building. Check-in points now feature 
sneeze guard shields. Floor decals pro-
moting physical distancing have been 
placed throughout the building. Staff 
members will be required to wear 
masks and have their temperature 
checked on a daily basis. Water foun-
tains have also been disabled.  

“Inter | Sectionality: Diaspora Art from 
the Creole City” will open on Oct. 1. The 
exhibit is designed to highlight artists 
representing as much of the African di-
aspora as possible. Charlotte guest art-
ists Monique Luck and Stephanie J. 
Woods are featured in the exhibition, 
along with 25 Miami based artists from 
17 countries. 

“It really starts on our first floor and 
really weaves its way through our entire 
museum,” Gantt President and CEO 
David Taylor said. “We think that’s 
going to be an extraordinary experi-
ence. The artistic flavor of the 17 coun-
tries those artists represent is really 
going to create an amazing artistic jour-
ney that people get to go on. It will 
touch on identity. It will touch on social 
injustice. People will be on this artistic 
ride, and they will have an array of emo-
tions that they will feel as they go 
through the exhibition.”   

“…and justice for all” also reopens on 
Oct. 1. Visitors can explore this exhibit 
as they take a deeper look at American 
incarceration. The exhibit serves to hu-
manize those incarcerated while also 
looking at the disproportionate impact 
it has on people of color.  

It has been updated with updated 
works from artist Sherrill Roland, who 
created the Jumpsuit Project, which is a 
performance piece he uses to spark 
conversation around mass incarcer-
ation. His performances feature him in 
an orange jumpsuit, challenging 
viewers to address their own prejudices 
toward the incarcerated.  

“We want to be a space where we can 
have meaningful and thoughtful reflec-
tion on conversations around incarcer-
ation, social justice and police reform,” 
Taylor said. “Sherrill Roland will con-
tinue to be a featured artist in that par-
ticular exhibition. He’s expanded some 
of the work that he will have in there.”  

Throughout the pandemic, the Gantt 
has remained active through virtual 
workshops and conversations.  

The series “Unmasked” became a sta-
ple in their digital pivot and the center 
hosted conversations exploring the im-
pact of the coronavirus on Black people 
as well as numerous other topics that 
were streamed live on YouTube.  

On the Net: 
www.ganttcenter.org/the-gantt-re-

opens-october-1  

CHILDREN’S THEATRE OF CHARLOTTE

"GRIMMZ Fairy Tales" is among four productions of Children's Theatre of Charlotte's 73rd season – performed virtually – starting 
in December.

The Charlotte PostThe Charlotte Post
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The show will go on for Children’s 
Theatre of Charlotte.  

The 73rd season will take place vir-
tually due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
with shows performed by actors 
from the troupe’s resident touring 
company. Shows will be profes-
sionally filmed and made available 
through Broadway On Demand’s 
streaming service. Tickets, or access, 
can be purchased for the entire sea-
son or to an individual show. The vir-
tual season will also include cast and 
creative team bios as well as behind 
the scenes content.  

“While the past several months 
have been challenging for us, they 
have also granted us some wonderful 
opportunities to assess our past and 
look to the hope of a new future,” 
Children’s Theatre of Charlotte artis-
tic director Adam Burke said in a 
statement. “This season is a state-
ment about our continuing commit-
ment to developing new plays and 
recognizing new voices. It is also a 
statement about our commitment to 
representing and celebrating the rich 
diversity of our community. Finally, 
and most importantly, it is a look at 
the world through the wonder and 
imagination of our young audiences’ 
eyes as they face the uncertainty and 
challenge of what it means to be 
young today.”  

The four-show season begins in De-
cember with “The Velveteen Rabbit” 
adapted by Michelle Hoppe-Long 
from Margery Williams’ story for all 
ages. It focuses on the themes of un-
conditional love, friendship and be-
coming who you want to be.  

The season continues in January 
with “GRIMMZ Fairy Tales,” which is 
designed for children who are at least 
7 years old. Director Christopher 
Parks and actors Ron Lee McGill and 
Rahsheem Shabazz began working 
on the concept in 2018 by spinning 
classic fairytales to the sounds of 
hip-hop. The locally crafted story fol-
lows hip-hop stars Jay and Will 
Grimmz, played by Shabazz and 
McGill respectively. The duo has nine 
Granny – not Grammy – awards and 
a Great Granny Award. The show in-
cludes all the classics, but with a 
twist: “Snow White and Seven 
Shawties,” “Down with Rapunzel,” 
“Hanzel & Gretel: Lost in the Hood” 
and “Break, Cinderella, Break!”  

“Hip-hop, the genre, in and of itself 
evolved from grim situations,” McGill 
said in an interview earlier this year. 
“The Grimms’ tales and hip-hop 
really go hand-in-hand in a way that 
we really hope to convey in the 
show.”  

Said Shabazz: “‘Grimm’s Fairytales’ 
relate to children’s lives even today. 
Some of the things that these char-
acters go through, such as Cinderella, 
who has to move into a new house 

with a new family, or Rapunzel who 
is locked in a tower and just wants to 
see the world and experience things, 
sometimes parents hold their chil-
dren back from seeing those things, 
or don’t understand what a child is 
going through when they have to 
move into a new house with a new 
family, or if their parents are getting 
divorced. …[These] are things these 
Grimms’ stories speak to. We are able 
to take that hip-hop element, and add 
it to that grim situation—we can 
create something so beautiful.”  

“My Wonderful Birthday Suit” picks 
up where “GRIMMZ Fairy Tales” left 
off in February, combining music 
and puppetry for a lesson on friend-
ship, honesty and kindness.  Gloria 
Bond Clunie’s work is suitable for 
ages 4 and up.  

The season concludes in March 
with “Tropical Secrets: Holocaust 
Refugees in Cuba,” which is appro-
priate for ages 8 and older. Margarita 
Engle’s work, adapted for the stage 
by L.M. Feldman and commissioned 
as part of Children’s Theatre’s Kind-
ness Project, focuses on a story of 
compassion against the backdrop of 
the Holocaust. Daniel is an 11-year-
old boy who escaped Nazi Germany. 
In Havana, he befriends Paloma, who 
is a native Cuban. The story explores 
immigration, kindness and history.  

On the Net:  
http://bit.ly/CTC-2021-public

By Ashley Mahoney 
ashley.mahoney@thecharlottepost.com

Gantt 
Center  
reopens
By Ashley Mahoney 
ashley.mahoney@thecharlottepost.com

Children’s Theatre 
goes virtual season

Local art in presidential campaign
Eight charlotte artists were commis-

sioned by the Joe Biden presidential 
campaign to create work for his trip to 
Charlotte.  

A series of banners hung overhead in 
the Boiler Yard at Camp North End dur-
ing the Democratic presidential nomi-
nee’s Black Economic Forum there. The 
banners read “Camp North End Char-
lotte N.C. build back better.” They were 
prepared by: Dammit Wesley (Camp); 
Jaianna McCants (North); Carla Aaron-
Lopez (End); Garrison Gist (Charlotte); 
Marcus Kiser (N.C.); Makayla Binter 
(Build); Frankie Zombie (Back) and John 
Hairston (Better)  

Dupp & Swat co-owners Davita and 
Dion Galloway curated the project.  

“The campaign manager reached out 
to us to make sure that artists were in-
volved in this particular event,” Davita 
Galloway said. “We wanted to make 
sure that artists, that their perspective 
and their voice is amplified.”  

Said Dammit Wesley: “It was a dope 
opportunity to have a presidential no-
minee hire and pay artists to essentially 
participate in their campaign the best 
way they can. I remember when [Ba-
rack] Obama ran and Shepard Fairey 
did the poster, and everybody was so 
crazy and gung ho about designing 
things for political figures. I think that’s 
an important aspect of politics, that is 
kind of forgotten. Not necessarily 

things being used as propaganda, but 
there needs to be visuals attached to 
these campaigns. It was just dope to be 
able to be able to make a little bit of ico-
nography, not only for Camp North 
End, but for Biden and [vice presiden-
tial nominee] Kamala Harris.”  

Aaron-Lopez sees the current political 
climate as a mirror of politics in the 
1960-70s. Her banner is text-based, be-
fitting her style. She combined lyrics 
from Marvin Gaye’s “What’s Going On” 
and James Baldwin’s essay “Politics of 
Dignity,” which she felt reflects where 
the nation stands in 2020. 

“It was really cool being asked to col-
laborate with the seven other artists, 
because collaboration is the name of 
the game in my world,” Aaron-Lopez 
said. “I already knew that based on all 

of us we were definitely going to do our 
own thing, which I find to something 
that is indicative of the identity of 
Charlotte, that we are all individuals 
here, but when it’s time to show up for 
Charlotte, people show up.”  

For Frankie Zombie, it’s important to 
be involved in the call to action to vote, 
with your local community, as well as 
with local artists. 

“I feel like our job is to first and fore-
most use our voices through our crea-
tivity, and to use it in a way of political 
togetherness, so that we push values 
and what we really stand for and what 
we really believe in and also to show 
the youth that you can definitely use 
your voice in millions of different 
ways,” Frankie Zombie said.  

 

ASHLEY MAHONEY | THE CHARLOTTE POST

Eight Charlotte artists worked on banners that hung overhead at last week's Black 
Economic Forum hosted by Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden.

IMAGINE
CREATING
YOUR OWN
PATH HOME

Contact us for a complimentary 
Guide to Buying Your First Home 
or to speak to one of our expert 
Mortgage Advisors. 

 1-800-864-6859
www.gmmllc.com/homeownership

ADVERTISING NOTICE – NOT A COMMITMENT TO LEND – SUBJECT TO PROGRAM AVAILABILITY. This is not a commitment to lend. All loan applications are subject to credit and property approval. Annual Percentage Rate (APR), programs, rates, fees, closing costs, terms and conditions are subject to change without 
notice and may vary depending upon credit history and transaction specifics. Other closing costs may be necessary. Flood and/or property hazard insurance may be required. To be eligible, buyer must meet minimum down payment, underwriting and program guidelines. The George Mason Mortgage NMLS ID is 153400.

By Ashley Mahoney 
ashley.mahoney@thecharlottepost.com

HARVEY B. GANTT CENTER

Harvey B. Gantt Center President and  
CEO David Taylor.

Four productions scheduled for the troupe’s 2020-21 campaign
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It’s Your Time

VOTER 
Registration Drive - Your Vote Counts

THE TIME TO REGISTER 
IS NOW! 

Food Lion Shopping Center
6430 W. Sugar Creek Rd. Charlotte, NC 28269

Saturday, Oct. 3rd 
10AM - 2PM

Deadline for Registration 
South Carolina - Monday, Oct. 5th
North Carolina - Friday, Oct. 9th

Sponsors
 

Early Voting Starts 
Thursday, Oct. 15th - Oct. 31st

ELECTION DAY!!
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Today, too many people are incarcerated in the United States – and too 
many of them are black and brown. As President, Joe Biden will strengthen 
America’s commitment to justice and reform our criminal justice system.

BUILD BACK BETTER
CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM

Expand and use the power of the U.S. 
Justice Department to address systemic 
misconduct in police departments and 
prosecutors’ offices.

Establish an independent TaskForce on 
Prosecutorial Discretion.

Invest in educational opportunity for all.

Eliminate mandatory minimums.

Decriminalize the use of cannabis and 
automatically expunge all prior cannabis 
use convictions.

End the criminalization of poverty, 
including ending cash bail.

End the federal government’s use of 
private prisons.

Joe Biden will take bold action to reduce our prison population, 
create a more just society, and make our communities safer

PAID FOR BY BIDEN FOR PRESIDENT

Visit joebiden.com/justice to learn more

NEW YORK — Misty Copeland has 
long told the story of the childhood 
ballet teacher who recognized her tal-
ent and took the young dancer, then 
13, from the cramped motel room she 
was living in to stay in her own house 
for three years, so she could continue 
her training. 

Now “Miss Bradley” — Cynthia Brad-
ley — is one of the key characters in 
Copeland’s new children’s book, 
“Bunheads,” a story based on Cope-
land’s own youth and introduction to 
ballet.  

In “Bunheads,” the story of young 
Misty’s first ballet class and first 
dance production (the classic ballet 
“Coppelia”), the celebrated ballerina 
not only pays tribute to key figures in 
her youth, but explores themes of ca-
maraderie among dancers, the need 
for a support system, and the impor-
tance of having the confidence to try 
something new. Confidence is a qual-
ity Copeland says was often lacking in 
her journey from a childhood of mod-
est means in California to becoming 
the most famous ballerina in America 
— and the first female Black principal 
dancer at American Ballet Theatre. 

Copeland sat down recently, via 
Zoom of course, to discuss her new 
book — her second children’s book, 
after “Firebird” — as well as what 
she’s been doing during the pan-
demic, with theaters shut. She also 
spoke of the influence she hopes the 
Black Lives Matter movement will 
have on the overwhelmingly white 
world of classical ballet. 

The interview has been edited and 
condensed for length. 

AP: What inspired this new book? 
MC: The characters are all people I 

have in my life to this day. I wanted to 
be able to show a perspective that’s 
not often depicted in film and televi-
sion and books, about the camarade-
rie and relationships that dancers 
have with each other, even from a 
young age. That’s been such a big part 
of my growth as an individual and as 
a dancer.  

AP: Who’s the character of “Cat” 
based upon? 

MC: She was my best friend. Her 
name is Catalina. She’s a young Mexi-
can-American, aspiring ballerina. I 
was such an introverted child. And I 
started ballet so late, at 13. I re-
member the first time I walked into 
the ballet studio at Miss Bradley’s, 
Catalina was the first person to come 
to me and kind of break that ice. 

AP: Tell us about Miss Bradley. 
MC: My family was living in a motel 

and we were really struggling finan-
cially. It was really difficult for my 

In praise of ‘Bunheads’ 

mom ... with six children as a single 
parent, (to have) me in ballet classes. 
It got to a point where it was just too 
much. And Cynthia had no idea I was 
living in a motel. I told her I would 
have to quit, and she drove me home 
and was stunned by the whole situ-
ation. She had driven away after drop-
ping me off. She turned back around. 
She knocked on the door and she 
asked my mom if I could live with her 
and train with her, because she had so 
much belief in my talent and ability to 
become a professional. 

AP: What are some of the themes 
you want to get across to young 
people? 

MC: Acknowledging and being okay 
with the fact that if you don’t have the 
confidence to believe in yourself on 
your own, that it’s something that you 
can gain ... from having a support sys-
tem around you. It’s been difficult for 
me throughout my life. And I know 
it’s difficult for a lot of young people 
to accept and understand that you 
can’t do everything on your own, and 
you’re going to have days when 
you’re not strong. 

AP: By the way, what are “bun-
heads”? 

MC: It’s a term of endearment. When 
you see those little girls, you can spot 
them from a mile away, they have 
buns on their head. They’re wearing 
their jean shorts over their tights, 
they’ve got to make it to class on time 
and don’t have time to change. Those 
are the bunheads.  

AP: The pandemic has hit the dance 
world hard, as with all the arts. What 
have you been doing since March? 

MC: There hasn’t been a lot of danc-
ing. I experienced an injury to my 
back right before we went into quar-
antine. So a lot of this has been recov-
ery for me physically. But it’s (also) 
been a moment where I could step 
back and really focus in a way I 
haven’t been able to on so many proj-
ects. I have a production company. 
I’m writing more books. 

By Jocelyn Noveck 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

FILE PHOTO
Ballerina Misty Copeland is author of 
“Bunheads,” based on Copeland’s intro-
duction to ballet.


