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Black Charlotte built the Excelsior Club, 
and it’ll have a major role in its revital-
ization.  

The club, which was the hub of enter-
tainment and political life for the African 
American community for nearly 80 
years, sits abandoned on Beatties Ford 
Road, surrounded by fencing, slowly 
crumbling since it closed in 2016. The 
disrepair is so pronounced the site was 
placed on the list of most endangered 
historic places by the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation.  

Bringing the Excelsior back with a new 
purpose in addition to a planned bou-
tique hotel, is Charlotte architect Darrel 

Williams, a consultant to the property’s 
new owner, Sonoma, California-based 
Kenwood Investments CEO Darius An-
derson. Since buying the property in 
January, Anderson has put out a call to 
action for a “dream team” of Black pro-
fessionals to revitalize the site. In noting 
that while the nation’s attention is fo-
cused on removing racist monuments, 
Black cultural and historic sites – espe-
cially those in danger of disappearing 
through neglect, decay or demolition – 
are worth preserving. 

“We must do more than preserve and 
protect them,” Anderson said last 
month. “We need to restore them to their 
places of prominence. That’s what we in-
tend to do with the Excelsior Club.” 

Said Williams, founder of Neighboring 
Concepts, one of the Southeast’s largest 
Black-owned architecture firms: “I guess 
there’s probably not too much history 
left in Charlotte, and then when you 
think about African American history, 
it’s probably even worse. I think the Ex-
celsior Club is an opportunity to take 
and promote that culture and history 
that we have lost so much of.” 

Standing the test of time 
It’s Williams’ job to create a future for 

the Excelsior, which opened in 1944 as a 
nightclub that attracted Black profes-
sionals and politicians as members. He’s 
familiar with working on historic links to 
Black Charlotte as part of the team that 

Charlotte architect Darrel Williams, founder of Neighboring Concepts, is consulting Excelsior Club owner Darius Anderson on a path forward for the 
historic building in west Charlotte as well as development of a boutique hotel on the site. “I think the Excelsior Club is an opportunity to take and pro-
mote that culture and history that we have lost so much of,” Williams said.

The task: Build Excelsior’s 
future with a nod to history

The Charlotte Post Foundation has postponed its 
annual Post Best banquet and associated golf tour-
nament until April 2021 because of continued un-
certainty related to COVID-19 health precautions. 

The tentative date for the banquet is 
April 17. The golf competition is April 
16.  

For more than two decades the foun-
dation has held its banquet in Sep-
tember or October. This year’s 
celebration was scheduled for Oct. 10, 
with the golf tournament a day earlier.  

“We are taking the prudent path for 
health concerns,” said Gerald Johnson, 

publisher of The Charlotte Post and president of The 
Charlotte Post Foundation. “It appears likely that re-
strictions on the size and location of large gatherings 
will be in place in October, making it impossible to 
accommodate our banquet crowd, which usually 
numbers more than 400 people. Further, holding a 
virtual celebration probably would be untenable. 

“It would be unfair to this year’s honorees to try to 
forge a makeshift event,” he added. “They deserve 
much better and we believe that by spring we can 
put on the high-quality banquet we’re known for.” 

The foundation banquet recognizes a Luminary, 
someone outstanding in efforts for equality and in-
clusion. This year’s Luminary is Bishop Claude Alex-
ander of The Park Church. The Educator of the Year 
is Dr. Curtis Carroll, a recently retired veteran prin-

Post Foundation 
postpones annual 
banquet weekend

Charlotte architect Darrel Williams takes on challenge of saving iconoic property

The House of Representa-
tives has passed a bill to fully 
fund the U.S. Postal Service 
through the COVID-19 pan-
demic.  

H.R. 8015, the Delivering 
for America Act, requires the 
Postal Service to return oper-
ations and levels of service 
that were in place on Jan. 1 
throughout the coronavirus 
crisis and requires all elec-
tion mail to be treated as first 
class. The bill, which passed 
257-150 with 26 Republicans 
voted yes with Democrats, 
would pump $25 billion into 

the Postal Service, the 
amount recommended by 
the bipartisan USPS Board of 
Governors, which is made up 
of President Donald Trump’s 
appointees. 

Passage of the Delivering 
for America Act comes after 
weeks of advocacy from Rep. 
Alma Adams (D-N.C.) to keep 
USPS fully funded and re-
move Postmaster General 
Louis DeJoy, a Trump ap-
pointee.  

“The Postal Service is es-
sential to the fabric of our 
communities, providing 
North Carolina families and 

House bill provides full 
Postal Service funding
By Herbert L. White 
herb.white@thecharlottepost.com

OFFICE OF U.S. REP. ALMA ADAMS

U.S. Rep. Alma Adams (left) voted for H.R. 8015, the Delivering for Amer-
ica Act, which pumps $25 billion to the U.S. Postal Service to maintain 
operations and services throughout the coronavirus pandemic and the 
Nov. 3 election. Adams, who represents Charlotte, was the first lawmaker 
to call for the removal of Postmaster General Louis DeJoy.

By Herbert L. White 
herb.white@thecharlottepost.com

The Census Bureau is wrapping 
up field operations a month earlier 
than previously planned and 
critics say the move could have se-
rious long-term consequences for 
North Carolina public schools.  

The census count determines 
how much federal education 
money the state receives, and Deb-
orah Weinstein, executive director 
of the Coalition on Human Needs, 
noted that North Carolina schools 
need even more cash for building 
upgrades, additional staff and Per-
sonal Protective Equipment to help 
keep children and teachers safe in 
the pandemic.  

She said for every child who isn’t 
counted, the state loses $1,700 a 
year. “The loss of revenues means 
that there could be 79,000 teachers 
and other education staff laid off 
by the end of 2022 if they don't get 
more help,” said Weinstein. 

A bipartisan group of lawmakers 
has sent a letter calling for a four-
month extension of the census 
deadline, but President Donald 
Trump has said he wants the data 
to go to Congress by Dec. 31. The 
lawmakers said they want to ex-
tend that timeframe to April 30. 
North Carolina's current count is 
slightly below the national average 
of 62%, and more than 2 in 5 res-
idents haven't responded yet.  

Lindy Studds, a member of the 
2020 Census Community Partner-
ship and Engagement Program, 
said responding online or by 
phone means the Census Bureau 
can tally households faster.  

“The less we have to go out to 
those houses, the better for every-
one,” Studds said. “And so that’s 
why, since that is starting the sec-
ond week in August, we’re encour-
aging everyone to respond today, 
all without having to need a census 
taker. We refer to that as ‘avoiding 
the knock.’” 

While it’s easy for many house-

Price of 
census 
undercount 
feared

Leave policy 
takes on added 
importance for 
NC businesses

By Nadia Ramalgan  
NORTH CAROLINA NEWS NETWORK 

By Nadia Ramalgan  
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RALEIGH – One North Carolina-based non-
profit has created a program to help small 
businesses incorporate family-friendly 
workplace practices in their reopening 
plans.  

In the era of COVID-19, employers are 
grappling with maintaining productivity 
while they figure out how to support 
workers struggling to find childcare or fac-
ing illness in families. The “Family Forward 
NC Rapid Response team” can connect em-
ployers to Human Resources experts who 
can guide them through policies that could 
work for their business - at no cost.  

Lisa Finaldi, community engagement 
leader with the NC Early Childhood Founda-
tion, said as the coronavirus continues to 
upend work, school and life, employers 
have major questions to consider. 

“What are the benefits that will matter for 
a business who is trying to reopen strategi-
cally, is concerned about their employees’ 
ability to return to work, and return to work 
more fully?” Finaldi said. 

Prior to the COVID crisis, fewer than half 
of workers in the hospitality and food-ser-
vice industries had any paid sick leave, and 

Johnson

By Elllison Clary 
FOR THE CHARLOTTE POST



for employees.  
“And they have decided 

to pay a livable wage, 
which is $15 a hour. And in 
order to do that, they are 
putting a 10% premium on 
the price of food - and 
they're telling customers 
why they're doing that,” 
she said. 

No Evil Foods is an Ashe-
ville-area company that 
makes plant-based meat al-
ternatives. CEO Sarah Scha-
del said the company has 
implemented a new paren-
tal leave policy for its more 
than 100 employees – and 
she's already seen the 

value of extending parental 
leave to new fathers.  

“Small businesses have 
an opportunity to create 
the world that they want to 
see. And parental leave 
policies that are gender-in-
clusive promote gender 
equity at home and at 
work,” Schadel said. “And I 
think that's a responsibility 
that we should all share.” 

Paid parental leave pol-
icies have been linked to 
reduced infant hospitaliza-
tions and a host of long-
term health benefits for 
children. 
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cipal in Charlotte-Mecklen-
burg Schools.  

Further, the two top Afri-
can American high school 
seniors in academics are 
celebrated with scholar-
ships to the college of their 
choice. Winners for 2020 
are Raven Nikohl Funder-
burk of Olympic High 
School and Emory Reed 
Brinson of South Mecklen-
burg High.  

The foundation will give 

holds to respond online, Weinstein added 
that some groups are harder to reach and 
count, which is why an extension is criti-
cal.  

“It takes time to reach people in rural 
areas,” she said. “And young children, 
people of color, immigrants and the poor 

are missed most often.” 
An undercount means fewer federal 

dollars for housing, transportation, 
health care, education, and emergency-
response services. More than $675 billion 
in federal funds over the next decade will 
be attached to state and local population 
counts. 

Post banquet postponed

Price of census undercount 
feared with premature exit

all the honorees their time 
in the spotlight, albeit next 
year, Johnson said. All 
sponsors already com-
mitted to this year’s ban-
quet will automatically be 
included in the spring 
event, he added.  

Proceeds from the foun-
dation banquet fund schol-
arships for the top seniors 
as well as an after-school 
learning program for third- 
and fourth-graders at 
Walter G. Byers K-8. The 

remedial tutoring is for 
students farthest behind 
grade level in reading pro-
ficiency.  

Also funded by banquet 
resources is Black Lives 
Matter Charlotte, which 
holds periodic seminars on 
topics of particular impor-
tance for African Ameri-
cans, such as health care, 
education, the criminal 
justice system and upward 
mobility. 

Continued from page 1A

Leave policy takes on 
importance for employers
60% of the country's food-
service and retail workers 
reported going to work 
sick at times, because they 
lacked access to paid sick 
leave. 

Finaldi added the pan-
demic has, perhaps for the 
first time, prompted many 
employers to consider of-
fering real incentives for 
people to stay home when 
they're sick. She said Ra-
leigh restaurant “SoCa” is 
an example of a company 
that recently increased 
wages and launched a 14-
day paid sick-leave policy 

Continued from page 1A

refurbished the Second Ward High 
School gym in the old Brooklyn neigh-
borhood wiped out in the 1960s as 
part of the city’s urban renewal initia-
tive. 

“The county tore down everything 
else in Brooklyn, almost,” he said. 
“They tore down Second Ward High 
School, but they kept the gym. I can’t 
help but remember the opening of 
that project when all the Second Ward 
alumni came. There were a couple of 
people in wheelchairs, canes, and 
they’re up in age now but the celebra-
tion that existed in that space was just 
amazing, to see people who went to 
school in that building and see that 
building restored to be used by the 
community and alumni.  

“We work on a lot of projects, but 
nothing is more significant to me per-
sonally than something that has stood 
the test of time and allow people to 
have those memories from the past. 
…We try to look at those memories 
and celebrate that we've come a long 
way as a people.” 

The Excelsior, located in Historic 
West End, was established by Jimmie 
McKee, who oversaw remodeling and 
expansion in 1952 that created the 
current exterior and ballrooms that 
could accommodate 300 people. At 
the height of its popularity, the club 
hosted entertainers like Louis Arm-
strong, James Brown, and Nat “King” 
Cole. It was also a must-do on the 
campaign trail for local, state and na-
tional candidates, including former 
President Bill Clinton, who made a 
campaign stop in 1992.  

“Jimmie McKee was an early vision-
ary in protecting and providing equal 
opportunities for African Americans,” 
Anderson said. “For more than 70 
years, it was the place to be for Black 
professionals, artists, and politicians 
thinking about running for office. I fell 
in love with its amazing history and 
look forward to restoring this for the 
people of Charlotte and our nation.” 

Blending with changing West End 
That commitment to preservation is 

what makes the Excelsior appealing, 
especially as Historic West End is 
grappling with gentrification brought 
on by relatively inexpensive land 
and new amenities like the Gold 
Line streetcar, which is sched-
uled to open later this year. 

“When we start drawing up 
and designing, we try to un-
derstand the culture of a com-
munity where the project is 
located,” Williams said, “because we 
want to know if there is there some-
thing historical that could inspire. 
Even if you look at Mosaic Village 
[near Historic West End neighbor 
Johnson C. Smith University], the Ex-
celsior Club and the history of music 
along the Beatties Ford Road Corridor, 
really is what inspired the design of 
Mosaic Village. If you stand back and 

Build Excelsior future 
with a nod to history

look at Mosaic Village, you can see the 
porticos, the symmetry and the ele-
ments going up in different colors and 
you can relate it to musical notes 
going up and down.”  

The Excelsior redevelopment leans 
in part on the Green Book concept 
based on a travel guide for Blacks 
navigating the South during the 
height of state-sanctioned segre-
gation. Back then, Black-owned sites 
like the Excelsior were sought as a 
safe space during an era when cross-
ing the color line in lodging, entertain-
ment or eating could prove fatal. 

“I think we have the opportunity to 
be able to take a project like the Excel-
sior Club and design it in a way to 
help promote and bring memories 
from the past,” Williams said. “I think 
the concept that Darius wants to high-
light and promote is … a place where 
people can come, they’re comfortable, 
they can entertain, they can enjoy the 
arts, they can eat, and they can have 
somewhere to sleep.”  

How much can be saved? 
The club is a converted 1910s-era, 

two-story house designed in the Art 
Moderne style – now a rarity in Char-
lotte. The decision to either save as 
much of it as possible or rebuild is a 
balance between cost-effectiveness 
and historic significance. 

“You have to always look at it com-
prehensively,” Williams said, “and try 
to figure out what’s the best and most 
effective way to bring this project 
back. No decision has been made yet 
regarding how to do that and whether 
it can be done.  

“That is going to be a challenge to 
try to take things in that building in 
the condition that it’s in today, but we 
haven’t lost hope. I think that it needs 
to be looked at very carefully to see if 
there’s any way to save most, if not at 
least the minimum, of the Excelsior. 
The worst-case scenario is that it is 
going to be cost prohibitive to keep 
any portion of the existing building.” 

As an architect, Williams said he ap-
preciates Anderson’s conscientious 
effort to bring Black professionals in 
on a project that means so much to 
African Americans. Although Blacks 
make up 13% of the nation’s pop-

ulation, they account for 2% of ar-
chitects. 

Architects and designers can 
apply for consideration to 
work on the project, with the 
top candidates selected based 

on how their backgrounds can 
be used on the project, vision 

for preserving history and how 
their concept for the new hotel would 
complement the Excelsior. 

“It says a lot about [Anderson] that 
he's sensitive to the issue,” Williams 
said. “He respects what was there and 
he understands that there's a differ-
ence, something that means so much 
to the Black community designed by 
Blacks.”  

Continued from page 1A

On The Net
www.excel-
siorclub.com

all Americans with critical 
services, including the de-
livery of life-saving pre-
scriptions, Social Security 
benefits, paychecks, tax re-
turns and ballots,” Adams 
said Saturday in a state-
ment. “Yet, the Trump ad-
ministration and 
Postmaster General Louis 
DeJoy have waged an out-
rageous campaign to de-
grade postal operations 
and delay mail delivery in 
the middle of a pandemic 
and just months before a 
presidential election, 
threatening to sabotage the 
election and disenfran-
chise countless voters.”  

The vote came at the 
same time internal Postal 
Service documents warned 
DeJoy about slowing deliv-
ery nationwide after USPS 
removed sorting machines 
and postal boxes across 
the country, including 
Charlotte, Fayetteville and 
Greensboro.  

House bill for Postal Service 
funding faces Senate difficulty

The legislation would 
prohibit:  

• Any change that would 
generally affect service on 
a nationwide or substan-
tially nationwide basis;  

• Any revision of existing 
service standards; 

• Closing, consolidating 
or reducing the hours of 
any post office or postal fa-
cility;  

• Any prohibition on 
paying overtime to Postal 
Service officers or employ-
ees;  

• Changes that would 
prevent USPS from meeting 
its service standards or 
cause a decline in meas-
urements of performance 
relative to those standards; 
and 

• Any change that would 
delay mail delivery or in-
crease the volume of unde-
livered mail. 

Congressional Repub-
licans and Trump contend 
there have been no delays 
with the mail while sug-

gesting mail-in voting – 
which Trump has used in 
the past – is open to ma-
nipulation election results.   

The bill’s all but con-
demned to failure in the 
Republican-controlled Sen-
ate, where Leader Mitch 
McConnell (R-Ky.) called it 
a “partisan stunt” by Dem-
ocrats to score political 
points during an economic 
downturn.  

“Senate Republicans are 
committed to making sure 
the Postal Service remains 
well equipped to fulfill its 
important duties,” he said 
in a statement. “But the 
President has already 
made it clear he will not 
sign the Speaker’s [Nancy 
Pelosi] partisan stunt into 
law. And the Senate will ab-
solutely not pass stand-
alone legislation for the 
Postal Service while Amer-
ican families continue to 
go without more relief.”

Continued from page 1A

As he begins his two-year 
term as imperial potentate 
of the Ancient Egyptian Ar-

abic Order 
Nobles Mystic 
Shrine (Prince 
Hall Shriners), 
John Chap-
man sees his 
role as contin-
uing and rein-
forcing the 
Masonic or-

ganization’s long history of 
servant leadership. 

“The tenor of these 
times,” Chapman writes in 
a letter to all Temples and 
Courts, “continues to val-
idate that we as people are 
still plagued by the scars of 
slavery.” He goes on to call 
for “condemning and 
marching against the 
abuse of human and civil 
rights using official force 
to keep us controlled and 
contained.” 

Chapman urges those 
who share his concerns to 
participate in an upcoming 
march in Washington, D.C. 
scheduled for Aug. 28 that 
will gather at noon at 22nd 
Street and Constitution 
Avenue and proceed to the 
Lincoln Memorial.  He also 
urges participants to wear 
face masks, use hand sani-
tizer and “march for every-
one and George Floyd too.” 

“Leadership is demanded 
now if we are to ensure a 
future for our young,” 
Chapman continued. “It’s 
urgent times and we’ve al-
ready lost two generations 
while a third falters.” 

Chapman, a graduate of 

Prince Hall Shriners leader: 
Times call for involvement

Cheyney and Temple uni-
versities, began his rela-
tionship with the Masonic 
order in 1969 when he 
joined Star in the East 
Lodge No. 55 of the Most 
Worshipful Prince Hall 
Grand Lodge of Pennsylva-

nia. After serving as wor-
shipful master twice, 
Chapman was president of 
the Past Master Council for 
several years. In 1993 
Chapman was elected to 
the office of illustrious po-

By Christopher G. Cox  
PYRAMID MAGAZINE

Chapman

Continued from page 1A

George Mason Mortgage is 
the Experienced, Local 

Lender You Need.

Contact us for a complimentary 
Guide to Buying Your First Home 
or to speak to one of our expert 

Mortgage Advisors. 

ARE YOU READY TO 
TAKE THE LEAP 
INTO HOMEOWNERSHIP?

 1-800-864-6859
www.gmmllc.com/homeownership

ADVERTISING NOTICE – NOT A COMMITMENT TO LEND – SUBJECT TO PROGRAM AVAILABILITY. This is not a commitment to lend. All loan applications are subject to credit and property approval. Annual Percentage 
Rate (APR), programs, rates, fees, closing costs, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice and may vary depending upon credit history and transaction specifics. Other closing costs may be necessary. 
Flood and/or property hazard insurance may be required. To be eligible, buyer must meet minimum down payment, underwriting and program guidelines. The George Mason Mortgage NMLS ID is 153400.

We understand what a home means for 
your personal financial story. Our lending 
specialists have the experience coupled 

with cutting edge technology to help you 
find the right loan option to make the 

dream of homeownership become reality.
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I ran for mayor of Charlotte to fight for our mini-
mum wage working and low-income residents, 
and housing is at the forefront of that fight.  

Since taking office, I have fought for affordable 
housing. Homeownership should be available and 
attainable, which is why I fought for a $50 million 
ballot initiative with a $50 million investment 
from the private sector that has made Charlotte a 
leader in tackling the housing crisis across the na-
tion. 

But, as August begins, our country 
is facing an unprecedented moment. 
Families are forced to reckon with the 
cost of their mortgage or rent, and 
COVID-19 has further unveiled the ra-
cial disparities that make com-
munities of color more vulnerable to 
evictions and homelessness. 

In North Carolina, the average 
household income for Black families 
is nearly $30,000 less than that of 
white households. In June, the major-

ity of North Carolinians who worried about afford-
ing next month’s rent were people of color. We 
need to protect homeowners and renters from 
abusive landlords, lenders, and fund programs 
that make housing affordable and attainable. 

The guarantee of a roof over your head should 
be a right, not a privilege, and it’s on Congress and 
President Trump to implement an emergency sup-
port housing program to protect families facing 
immediate evictions. Instead of protecting North 
Carolina’s working families, since the beginning of 
the pandemic, Donald Trump has rolled back the 
protections implemented by the Obama-Biden ad-
ministration in the Affirmatively Furthering Fair 
Housing regulation. In an attempt to appeal to his 
base, Trump has dangerously and falsely claimed 
that affordable housing would increase crime in 
neighborhoods. 

President Trump has turned a health crisis into 
an economic crisis that is further exacerbating ra-
cial inequities across the country. From speaking 
untruths to cutting necessary resources for Black 
and brown Americans, Donald Trump and his ad-
ministration have continuously stoked the flames 
of divisiveness and further devastated our com-
munities of color. 

We must act now to dismantle the systemic in-
equities that continue to plague our country. We 
need to reform Opportunity Zones to ensure they 
serve minority communities, not give tax breaks 
for development. We need to make investments in 
homeownership and affordable housing so that 
black and brown families have a chance to own a 
home and build wealth. We need to end systemic 
housing discrimination. 

Normally, at a time like this, local leaders look 
to partner with the leadership in the White House 
for guidance and action. But since we don’t have 
that right now, it’s on us to demand what’s right. 

This November, let’s elect leaders – from local to 
the national level – who will address housing in-
justice and build back better from this crisis. Let’s 
elect leaders who will help our most vulnerable 
communities stay alive, pay their rent, and return 
to work and school safely. It has never been more 
essential that we raise our voices at the ballot box. 

Vi Lyles is mayor of Charlotte. 
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Housing  
disparities 
boosted by 
COVID-19  

Executive Director of the 
American Lung Association 
in North Carolina 

As COVID-19 cases con-
tinue to rise in North Caro-
lina, it is clear that we 
cannot let up in our efforts 
to fight this virus. This 
public health crisis has hit 
our state hard and laid 
bare many of the systemic 
inequities that too many 
communities face every 
day. And as we learn about 
COVID-19, access to clean, 
healthy air has never been 
more critical. 

According to preliminary 
research at Harvard,  long-
term exposure to even 
small amounts of air pollu-
tion is linked to an increase 
in the COVID-19 death rate. 
Air pollution can also re-
sult in a range of additional 
health problems, such as 
shortness of breath, 
wheezing, coughing, 
asthma attacks, pulmonary 
inflammation, and lung 
cancer. Children and older 
adults, as well as people 
with lung disease, cardio-

NC needs clean air protections
vascular disease and dia-
betes, are particularly vul-
nerable populations. 

Although research shows 
the correlation between air 
pollution and worsened 
health outcomes from 
COVID-19, the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection 
Agency is continuing to 
roll back various public 
health protections that 
limit air pollution.  

This has included weak-
ening pollution standards 
for cars and trucks and un-
dermining the protections 
from mercury and other 
toxic pollutants released 
from dirty coal-fired power 
plants. 

Further, in March, the 
EPA announced it would 
suspend enforcement of 
environmental laws amid 
coronavirus until Aug. 31. 
Since then, emerging re-
search suggests that 
counties with Toxic Re-
lease Inventory sites ex-
perienced increases in 
pollution following the 
EPA’s sweeping decision to 
cease enforcement.  

These rollbacks and lack 
of enforcement threaten 

North Carolinians’ right to 
breathe clean air and abil-
ity to stay healthy during 
this pandemic, while exac-
erbating preexisting health 
inequalities.  

In the United States, 
Black Americans and other 
communities of color have 
been disproportionately 
harmed by air pollution, 
and now, these com-
munities are facing alarm-
ing rates of COVID-19 
compared to white pop-
ulations in the U.S. 

At the American Lung As-
sociation, we hear stories 
from people across the 
state and the country who 
share how pollution affects 
them daily while living 
with asthma, COPD and 
other respiratory diseases.  

One of our volunteers, 
Laura, relocated her family 
from a town in Massachu-
setts with high levels of air 
pollution to North Caro-
lina, which has some of the 
cleanest air in the country, 
on the recommendation of 
her children’s pediatric 
pulmonologist. All three of 
her children have asthma, 
and they were having 

frequent, severe asthma 
exacerbations due to the 
pollution. Their family 
doctor felt like the treat-
ment options weren’t suf-
ficient to protect the 
children. 

Since relocating over a 
decade ago, Laura pro-
claims that asthma no 
longer greatly limits her 
children’s lives.Having a 
strong approach to reduc-
ing pollution is essential 
for families like Laura’s 
and the over 2.3 million 
children, including the 
264,000 who are living 
with asthma, in North Car-
olina who are especially 
vulnerable. 

For the sake of all North 
Carolinians’ health, we 
need an Environmental 
Protection Agency that will 
strengthen, not weaken, 
enforcement and put in 
place policies that will pro-
tect public health and min-
imize the impacts of 
COVID-19.  

Jennifer Hall is the Ex-
ecutive Director of the 
American Lung Association 
in North Carolina. 
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New Shriners leader
tentate of Philadelphia’s Pyramid No. 1, the Shrine’s old-
est and largest temple. 

Chapman began his long professional career in the 
chemical industry, but transitioned to the field of edu-
cation when he was hired by the city of Philadelphia to 
work with troubled youth.  He became a teacher in the 
school system in 1972, going on serve as a principal for 
four senior high schools and two K-8 schools.  In 2003 
he became the first person to serve simultaneously as 
the principal for two high schools – Benjamin Franklin 
and Overbrook. 

Widely known for his reputation as a tough, no-non-
sense school administrator, Chapman says he felt gen-
uine love and compassion for the students he worked 
with, often finding ways for those who couldn’t afford it 
to attend their proms free of charge. 

Chapman concluded his career with Philadelphia pub-
lic schools when in retired in 2005, after serving as ex-
ecutive assistant on the central staff office of Creg 
Williams, the deputy chief academic officer.     

“I absolutely did not plan anything I have achieved in 
life,” Chapman reflects, acknowledging that his many ac-
complishments have been more a result of having the 
right friends, mentors and supporters in the right place 
at the right time. 

In addition to his career in education, Chapman be-
came involved in construction and construction manage-
ment as a managing partner and COO of TP McSween 
Painting Contractors, the largest minority union paint 
contractor in the Philadelphia area during the 1990s. 

Chapman says he is grateful for the “grace and mercy 
God gives me every day. My goal is always to advance to 
the next level – not different, but better.”      
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Charlotte Hornets guard Devonte Graham believes landing the third pick at the NBA draft lot-
tery puts the franchise in position to land a franchise-defining player in October.

Carolina Panthers safety Tre Boston (left) the last remaining member from 2015’s Thieves Avenue secondary, is imparting those 
values to force turnovers among younger defensive backs. “It’s like the lease – we just renew it,” he  says. “Everybody has to 
earn it.”

CURTIS WILSON | THE CHARLOTTE POST

Boston harbors a steal 
party among Panthers
Veteran safety holds true to Thieves Avenue concept for defensive backs

113; Notre Dame) what Thieves Ave-
nue means.  

“It’s like the lease—we just renew 
it,” Boston said. “Everybody has to 
earn it. Guys might come and go, but 
it’s a lineage that we are passing 
down. As long as I’m here, it’s going 
to be here with me. It’s going to be 
what we do. We are thieves. We will 
rob teams of the rock, and we will not 
give it back. We’re taking fresh loot, 
I’m letting you know.”  

While first-time head coach Matt 

Thieves Avenue is here to stay if 
Tre Boston has anything to say about 
it.  

The veteran safety heads into his 
seventh season in the league with a 
piece of Carolina Panthers tradition 
he intends to instill in their young de-
fense from the 2015 Super Bowl run 
in which 11 players produced 31 in-
terceptions. Boston, who was in his 
second season during that campaign, 
returned last season on a one-year 

deal and signed a three-year exten-
sion in March. Boston is 
the only defensive back 
from the original 
Thieves Avenue and the 
only with more than 
five years of NFL experi-
ence. Now, he intends to 
show rookies like 
safeties Jeremy Chinn 
(No. 38 overall; South-
ern Illinois) and Kenny 

Robinson (No. 152; XFL, West Vir-
ginia) and cornerback Troy Pride (No. 
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High school 
workouts can 
resume in 
September

Charlotte-Mecklenburg public high 
school athletes can return to workouts in 
phases starting next month.  

District athletic facilities will open be-
ginning Sept. 14 after input from CMS 
athletic directors and principals before 
and after the North Carolina High School 
Athletic Association’s calendar changes. 
High school athletes’ return will be stag-
gered, with sports teams returning based 
on the revised sport calendar announced 
by the NCHSAA and input from athletic 
directors and principals. 

Cross country and volleyball are the 
first sports to resume, and CMS will eval-
uate the district’s preparedness to add 
others with more input from athletic di-
rectors and principals. Updates will be 
provided at a time to be determined. 

 “We are pleased to announce a return 
to on-campus athletic activity for our 
high school student-athletes and staff,” 
said CMS Director of Athletics Sue Doran. 
“We understand the importance and im-
pact of athletic participation and believe 
our phased approach will enable us to 
safeguard the health of everyone in-
volved.”  

In addition to the initial evaluation 
period during on-campus workouts, CMS 
will monitor information such as state-
wide orders issued by Gov. Roy Cooper 
and Mecklenburg County data while con-
sidering expanding the sports allowed to 
participate. 

Workouts will include NCHSAA-man-
dates limiting the numbers of athletes 
and staff allowed to gather at facilities, re-

The Charlotte 49ers are preparing for a 
road-heavy football season.  

Playing is a luxury the 49ers are not tak-
ing lightly as programs across the coun-
try have chosen to forgo the fall season 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. As of 
now, the 49ers will play 11 games – seven 
on the road – starting at Appalachian 
State on Sept. 12, followed by a trip to 
North Carolina a week later. Neither game 
was originally on their 2020 schedule, but 
cancellations by non-conference oppo-
nents Tennessee and Norfolk State and 
Conference USA’s Old Dominion left a 
void in the schedule. Charlotte is sched-
uled to play one home game in Sep-
tember, against Georgia State on Sept. 26. 
They have two in October, with Florida In-
ternational and Texas El Paso heading to 
Charlotte on Oct. 17 and Oct. 24 respec-
tively. The home schedule and regular 
season finale is Nov. 28 against Western 
Kentucky.  

Coach Will Healy would ideally like to 
add another home date, or another game 
for that matter, on Nov. 14. Yet the nature 
of the college athletics this season means 
everything is subject to change.  

“You may need to reschedule a game 
that was cancelled or postponed during 
the year, or say, ‘look, this team has an 
open week here—we’re in October. We 
feel really good about how things are 
going. We’d like to have another home 
game,’” Healy said. “That’s a big part of 
what we’re trying to accomplish right 
now.” 

Hornets draft lottery fortunes finally take a turn for the better
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The Charlotte Hornets finally had some 
success at the NBA draft lottery. 

Charlotte, which had the eighth-worst 
record in the league, will have the third 
overall selection on Oct. 16 after jumping 
up five spots in Thursday’s lottery. It’s an 
impressive leap for a team with a 26.2% 
chance of earning a top-four pick, and 
6.7% of landing third. The Hornets are 
picking third for the third time in fran-
chise history. In addition to Davis, they 
selected Adam Morrison of Gonzaga in 
2006, who struggled to transition to the 
professional game.  

“The one thing that we didn’t want to 
do was move back,” Hornets general 
manager Mitch Kupchak said. “My under-
standing when I looked at it was, we had 
a 61% chance of good stuff happening 
and a 39% chance of bad stuff happening. 
The good stuff was staying at number 
eight or moving up. And then I saw where 
number eight was turned over and it was-

n’t the Hornets. I think before that when 
Washington was there at number nine 
then I knew we were no worse off. And I 
did feel comfortable that even at eight we 
were going to get a good player.” 

In addition to the third pick, Charlotte 
has the 32nd and 56th selections. Minne-
sota and Golden State pick first and sec-
ond overall. 

Thursday’s draft lottery success is the 
Hornets’ third-highest jump in team his-
tory. The largest leap was in 1999 when 
they landed the third pick – All-Star point 
guard Baron Davis – despite a 1.83% 
chance of moving into the top three, and 
1992 when they landed second – and Hall 
of Fame center Alonzo Mourning – with a 
6.48% chance. 

“I think it’s huge, I know everybody’s 
excited,” said guard Devonte Graham, a 
2018 second-round pick and one of the 
NBA’s most-improved players in 2019-
20.… “It’s the first time we’ve had this 
high of a pick in a minute. I know the fans 
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MEAC 
tweaks for 
the spring 

The MEAC is splitting into divi-
sions for its spring-heavy sports 
schedule. 

The league unveiled on Wed-
nesday a schedule model for the 
spring semester, which gives 
member schools room to opt out 
based on local and state COVID-
19 guidelines and restrictions. 

The conference, which sus-

pended the fall season in July, 
will separate into northern and 
southern divisions, with North 
Carolina A&T, North Carolina 
Central and South Carolina State 
in the south. 

“Although it’s still too early to 
tell if the coronavirus conditions 
will improve fast enough to 
allow us to reconvene spring 
sports, we want to be prepared 
with a plan of action,” said How-

Cross country, volleyball 
will be the first to return
By Ashley Mahoney 
ashley.mahoney@thecharlottepost.com
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Road calls for 
49ers football
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Charlotte FC open to partnering
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Hornets draft lottery fortunes 
finally take a turn for better
are excited, I know the organization 
and Mitch and them have to make 
some decisions, so hopefully we get 
something good out of it and it helps 
boost us to that next level.” 

The third pick gives Charlotte an op-
portunity to add a franchise-changing 
athlete to a young nucleus, but with 
workouts limited because of the coro-
navirus pandemic, video scouting 
takes on added importance. The 
draft’s biggest names are 6-5 shooting 
guard Anthony Edwards of Georgia, 6-
7 point guard LaMelo Ball, who played 
professionally in Australia last year, 
and 7-1 center James Wiseman of 
Memphis. Either of those can fit in 
Charlotte, especially Wiseman, who is 
projected as an athletic force on either 

end of the court, and Ball, who has the 
length to play either guard position as 
well as small forward alongside P.J. 
Washington and Miles Bridges. 

“I think I’ve been pretty consistent 
with what we need. I don’t think our 
team is at the stage of development 
where we could say, “Hey, we need a 
big or we need a guard or we need a 
wing,” and we pass on maybe better 
talent to fill a position,” Kupchak said. 
“We are not at stage right now. We 
need to add talent to this team no 
matter at what position he is. If we 
have duplication, then great, we’ll fig-
ure it out. We’ll do what we have to 
do. We felt at confident at No. 8 we 
would get a talented player, but more 
often than not, at No. 3 you get a dif-
ferent talented player.” 

The Carolinas’ soccer 
scene surprised Zoran 
Krneta. 

The Charlotte FC sporting 
director was announced as 
the club’s first hire on New 
Year’s Eve, two weeks after 
Major League Soccer 
awarded Charlotte the 30th 
franchise. Yet as Tepper 
Sports and Entertainment 
President Tom Glick 
pointed out, they did not 
bring professional soccer 
to Charlotte. It’s been here.  

Charlotte’s soccer history 
includes the Carolina Light-
nin’, an American Soccer 
League team that played in 
American Legion Memorial 
Stadium during the 1980s. 
The Charlotte Eagles have 
been here for nearly 30 
years, playing at various 
levels in the American soc-
cer pyramid and now in 
USL League Two. 

 The Charlotte Independ-

ence bought the Eagles’ 
USL Championship rights 
in 2014 and are currently 
in their sixth season.  

Stumptown Athletic 
emerged as a third division 
side in the National Inde-
pendent Soccer Associa-
tion and played a fall 
showcase in 2019. Major 
League Soccer staked its 
claim on the Queen City in 
December. The club’s 
academy began training 
this summer, the first team  
debuts in 2022.  

“The first time I came to 
Charlotte and I started 
looking at the Charlotte 
soccer scene, the North 
and South Carolina soccer 
scene, I was so impressed 
with how many players 
and how many clubs [there 
are] and how popular [the 
sport] in North and South 
Carolina is,” Krneta said. “I 
was actually shocked. I did-
n’t know enough.”  

Lower-level clubs spread 

across the Carolinas, in-
cluding USL Championship 
sides North Carolina Foot-
ball Club in Cary and 
Charleston Battery in South 
Carolina. Greenville Tri-
umph plays in USL League 
One in Greenville, South 
Carolina. There are seven 
USL League Two teams in 
North Carolina. 

As Charlotte FC prepares 
for its inaugural season, 
they want to foster rela-
tionships with clubs in the 
Carolinas, including youth 
clubs like Charlotte Soccer 
Academy.  

“We will try to be partner 
with all of the clubs, not 
only one or two, but all of 
them,” Krneta said. “We 
don’t see ourselves as a 
competitor to any club and 
I hope they don’t see us as 
a competitor. I hope they 
see us as another club that 
happens to be in MLS, and 
we want to be working with 
them.” 

Follow on Twitter @thecharpost

COURTESY CHARLOTTE INDEPENDENCE

the Charlotte Independence signed Christian Chaney, 25, to add depth at striker 
during the shortened USL Championship campaign.

Rhule may not be familiar with the legacy 
of Thieves Avenue, which included a sign 
in the Panthers locker room at one point, 
he expects Boston’s energy to filter 
through the secondary.  

“Having an identity helps guys come to 
work every day knowing that this is a 
brotherhood, we’ve gotta hold each other 
accountable and we are thieves,” Boston 
said. “So what do thieves do? They steal.”   

Said Rhule: “I don’t really know about 
Thieves Avenue. I hear him talk about the 
Thieves all the time. He’s a guy who 

brings energy and spirit to everything. 
During the team meetings at night, he’ll 
grab the mic and he’ll get up, and he’ll 
start singing. Here’s what I know about 
Tre Boston, he loves football. He likes to 
practice. He likes to play. He likes to talk 
about football. He’s a professional. He’s 
exactly the type of guy who I like to 
coach. He’s trying to coach and mold the 
young guys, and show them what it 
means to be a pro and he does things the 
right way. I’m fired up to have a chance 
to coach him.”  

 

Tre Boston hosts a steal 
party for Panthers DBs

strictions on the use of training and ath-
letic equipment, mandatory social dis-
tancing, wearing face coverings and 
implementation of temperature checks 
and health screenings.  

NCHSAA guidance allows school dis-
tricts flexibility to establish more restric-
tive procedures if they see fit, but not 
less.  

“CMS athletic directors, coaches, and 
staff are up-to-date on current health and 
safety guidelines and will be prepared to 
welcome our high school student-athletes 
back for skills development workouts 
under these guidelines,” Doran said. 

Middle school athletics will not resume 
workouts or competition during the first 
semester. District officials based that 

The Charlotte Independ-
ence are preparing for their 
toughest USL Champion-
ship campaign yet.  

The Jacks, who will play 
nine games in 35 days, sit 
second in Group G with 
nine points at 2-2-3. They 
are in the midst of three-
game week starting with a 
2-1 loss in Miami Sunday, 
North Carolina FC, which 
they have never beaten in 
league play on Aug. 26, fol-
lowed by group leaders 
Birmingham on Aug. 29. 
NCFC is third in Group G 
with seven points at 2-3-1. 
Birmingham leads the 
group with 18 points at 5-
1-3. Charlotte finishes the 
16-game regular season 
with seven games in Au-
gust.  

While they have the 
league’s all-time leading 
goal scorer striker in Dane 
Kelly getting the job done 
up top with a team-leading 
four goals, Charlotte gen-
eral manager and head 
coach Mike Jeffries knows 
they need another attack-
ing option to push through 
the upcoming physically 
demanding stretch. They 
announced the signing of 
25-year old forward Chris-
tian Chaney last week.  

“Christian has a different 
way of playing,” Jeffries 
said. “Dane is clearly the 
guy. Part of the concern 
and thought process is that 
this is a really hard season 
with the number of games 
we have in such a short 
period, and trying to man-
age guy’s fitness and 
health will be important 
and just making sure we 
are in a position where we 
can always have the avail-

ability of fresh legs up 
front when we need them. 
We have basically three 
stretches in the season 
where we play four or five 
games in two weeks, and 
that’s really hard physi-
cally on guys.”  

Said Chaney: “Dane is the 
leading goal scorer for a 
reason, so I don’t really see 
it as a competition. I am 
just going to try to learn 
and feed off what he has. 
He is the number one here 
so whenever he is tired or 
can’t do something, I’m 
going to try and impact the 
game as much as possible. 
I have goals in me and I’m 
going to try and contribute 
to the team as much as 
possible.” 

While the Independence 
had previously looked at 
bringing in Chaney, he de-
cided to take his chance 
abroad. Most recently, he 
signed with Mosta Football 
Club in the Maltese Premier 
League. However, COVID-
19 forced him to return to 
the United States. Jeffries 
reached out with an oppor-
tunity in Charlotte.  

“I heard about the club’s 
interest in me about four 
weeks ago,” Chaney said. 
“Mike had been trying to 
get me since last season 
but I went overseas to give 
it a try there but when 
COVID hit everything 
changed. I was training on 
my own at home and just 
waiting for an opportunity. 
Thankfully, Mike gave my 
agent a call and I was really 
excited. I have heard a lot 
of good things about the 
city of Charlotte and I have 
been following the team. 
I’m just excited to finally 
be here and have a team to 
play for.” 

Said Jeffries: “We had 
looked at him in past years 
a couple of times, but it 
never quite worked out. It 
worked out for us to bring 
him in this time, and it felt 
like it made sense. He’s a 
good finisher off crosses 
and he’s a big, strong tar-
get.”   

Chaney knows the USL 
Championship well, play-
ing for Fresno FC in 2018 
and 2019. He scored seven 
goals in 2018 and five in 
2019.  

“It’s not easy to come in 
once the season has al-
ready started, and guys are 
a little further along fitness 
wise and knowing the sys-
tem,” Jeffries said. “At this 
point, we’re looking to get 
him in with the group and 
up to the speed of play. 
He’s a proven goal scorer, 
and he is a guy who has 
had success in the league.”  

Charlotte’s other options 
up top are league veteran 
Enzo Martinez and Gar-
inger High and Charlotte 
Eagles alumnus Tresor 
Mbuyu, who is still rel-
atively new to the league. 
Martinez is second on the 
team with two goals, play-
ing 630 minutes. Mbuyu 
has played 66 minutes thus 
far.  

“Tre has done really, 
really well,” Jeffries said. 
“He’s a guy who worked 
really hard during the 
COVID-19 break to get him-
self sharper and fitter. His 
movement is excellent. 
Tresor is a very different 
player than either Dane or 
Christian. It gives me dif-
ferent options up front, 
and potentially in wide 
areas as well.”  

decision on several factors, including 
funding and transportation challenges. 
Middle school sports, which depend on 
high school athletics participation fees 
and a $1 surcharge, face funding delays 
with NCHSAA pushing start dates to the 
winter for most sports. 

Starting Aug. 24, community partners 
can use CMS outdoor facilities for base-
ball and softball games and practices 
under state health department guide-
lines. For other outdoor sports and activ-
ities, only practices will be allowed until 
further notice.  

When CMS athletes return to workouts 
or competition, community use of out-
door facilities will return to regular in-
season restrictions for use, in which the 
district takes priority. 

Charlotte-Mecklenburg district 
workouts resume in September

Independence adds Chaney to 
boost depth in the attacking end
By Ashley Mahoney 
ashley.mahoney@thecharlottepost.com

Charlotte 49ers soccer 
has been postponed until 
the spring.  

The NCAA Division I 
men’s and women’s pro-
grams that typically play in 
the fall will have to wait 
until 2021 for their sea-
sons. Charlotte announced 
the move Aug. 21 in re-
sponse to Conference USA 
moving certain fall sports 
championships to the 
spring. The shift was a re-
sult of the NCAA Division I 
Board of Directors deciding 
to push Division I fall 
championships to the 
spring.  

The changes also impact 
volleyball. However, the 
school has not decided 
whether or not to move 
men’s and women’s cross 
country, as it would impact 
distance runners. In ad-
dition, football remains un-
touched by this, as the 
NCAA’s authority does not 
extend to post-season play 
for FBS schools such as 
Charlotte. Therefore, the C-
USA championship, bowl 
games and College Football 
Playoff remain scheduled 
for December and January.  

“We want all of our teams 

to be well-positioned for 
postseason play,” Charlotte 
Director of Athletics Mike 
Hill said in a statement. 
“We spoke with our 
coaches and they wanted 
to move to the spring to co-
incide with NCAA cham-
pionships. On top of that, 
our non-conference sched-
uling opportunities have 
been extremely limited due 
to the majority of other 
conferences moving to the 
spring. Our student-ath-
letes and coaches have 
been remarkable during 
this time of uncertainty 
and we can’t wait to see 
them compete next 
spring.” 

While the school will 
begin the fall semester on 
Sept. 7, in-person instruc-
tion has been pushed to 
Oct. 1 for undergraduate 
and graduate classes due 
to COVID-19 concerns. As 
such, the football home 
opener against Georgia 
State on Sept. 26 will be 
played without fans. Sea-
son ticket packages will no 
longer be available for the 
2020 football season.  

Charlotte’s three other 
home dates are Florida In-
ternational on Oct. 17, 
Texas El Paso on Oct. 24 

and Western Kentucky on 
Nov. 28. Whether or not 
fans will be permitted at 
these games is to be deter-
mined.  

“We appreciate every-
one’s patience as we navi-
gate these unprecedented 
and complicated circum-
stances,” Hill said. “Our 
staff has worked tirelessly 
developing multiple seat-
ing models to accommo-
date our amazing fans. 
However, we must be re-
sponsive to the condition 
of our community, and the 
reality is that until we see 
significant improvement, 
we cannot host fans. We re-
main hopeful that we will 
be able to offer single-
game tickets for games 
later this season should the 
situation allow.” 

Options for football sea-
son ticket holders include: 
a complete refund for 
2020, turning all or part of 
the season ticket purchase 
into a tax-deductible dona-
tion for the program, or 
rolling the 2020 season 
ticket over for a 2021 
ticket. Should fans be al-
lowed at games during the 
2020 season, season ticket 
holders and students will 
have priority seating.  

COVID-19 forces Charlotte to 
postpone fall sports until 2021
By Ashley Mahoney 
ashley.mahoney@thecharlottepost.com

MEAC makeover for 
spring includes divisions
ard President Wayne Frederick, chair of 
the MEAC presidents and chancellors. 

Football teams will play six regional 
conference games and split into divisions 
for a season that tentatively spans Feb. 
27-April 24, with the championship game 
on May 1. The volleyball season starts the 
first weekend of January and continues 
through February, with the championship 
tournament March 13-14 in Norfolk, Va. 
The volleyball championship game will 
be played on Sunday, March 14. Teams’ 
schedules will be available at a later date. 

A regional schedule will be imple-
mented for men’s and women’s basket-
ball, men’s and women’s tennis, baseball 
and softball. In addition to keeping the 
mental and physical health and safety of 
student-athletes, coaches and staff at the 
forefront, this scheduling model will also 
minimize the amount of time student-
athletes spend out of class, eliminate air 
travel and reduce travel expenses. 

The Northern Division would consist of 
Coppin State, Delaware State, Howard, 
Maryland Eastern Shore, Morgan State 
and Norfolk State.  Bethune-Cookman and 

Florida A&M will join the Carolinas 
schools in the Southern Division. A&T 
and FAMU are leaving the MEAC in July 
for the Big South and SWAC, respectively. 

“As has been the case since this pan-
demic started in March, the health and 
safety of our student-athletes, coaches, 
university staff and fans are paramount,” 
MEAC Commissioner Dennis Thomas 
said in a statement. “I want to thank both 
the Forecasting Committee and the 
Health and Medical Advisory Group for 
their tireless efforts in formulating this 
plan.” 

The Forecasting Committee, comprised 
of several of the conference’s Directors of 
Athletics and Senior Woman Admin-
istrators, has been meeting twice a week 
since April to formulate plans for compe-
tition in the midst of the pandemic. The 
committee consulted with the MEAC 
Health and Medical Advisory Group made 
up of team physicians and head athletics 
trainers from each member school.  

League officials say several options 
were considered, from traditional and 
modified fall schedules before deciding 
to push fall sports to the spring. 
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